1600473

Reflective Response to Ethical Discussions by Peers
Now, following exposure to the numerous ethical defences of peers, there is an opportunity to reflect further on the ethical integrity of my own research proposal. Here, I am able to reflect on the process of making ethical considerations, the prevalence of reflexive practice and its implications for myself as a researcher. Though it is not referred to within the response, to aid in the reflective process, Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle (below) (Gibbs, 1988) has been adopted to provide academic integrity but also structure to the response.
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Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle 
Gibbs G (1988) Learning by Doing: A guide to teaching and learning methods. Further Education Unit: Oxford.








Personally, after engaging with other ethical defences, I felt I had already considered many of the ethical factors discussed by others. However, at times I was inspired by the actions and precautions that were suggested to address the ethical implications raised by others. For example, Miss. Wendy Stewart suggested conducting a ‘Meet the Researcher’ activity in her chosen school, allowing parents, children and other professionals the opportunity to further query and investigate the aims and objectives of the research. Further, Miss. Sharon Cole stipulated that she would offer the names of relevant professionals and agencies to her participants should they feel overwhelmed at any time during the research process. I feel these two actions would contribute to the ethical integrity of the research, as having the opportunity to question the researcher would support further children and young people’s right to seek information and clarity, particularly regarding things affecting them (United Nations, 1989) and would also further support parents/guardians in giving informed consent, hopefully emphasising to participants how much the researcher values the importance of transparency and research integrity (Ochjieng, 2012). Further, signposting to participants emphasises the value and importance of participant well-being and safety before, during and after the research (Mitchell & Irvine, 2008). Therefore, I have now included these strategies in my Ethics Form. 
I consider the above reflection and amendment of strategy to be a very important part of the research process due to the opportunity to further solidify the ethical integrity of the research proposal. The process of combining the many benefits of collaborative research (which results in far more robust aims and objectives, methodology and research data (Sprunger, 2017; Katsouyanni, 2008; Cresswell & Miller, 2000)) and reflexive practice (Attia & Edge, 2017) allows, overall, a far more ethical, efficient and effective research proposal that produces more accurate and reliable results and poses very little risk to participants. 
Overall, I have found this process gruelling. Though naturally I acknowledge the importance of ethics in research, I cannot ignore the difficulty in having to dissect and investigate closely every aspect of my methodology with the intent to unearth unethical practice. At times it has been emotionally challenging due to the guilt of accidentally overlooking parts of my methodology which may be considered unethical. However, engaging with the discussions of others and having the opportunity to rectify my own methods in order to improve them has been somewhat relieving and refreshing. As a researcher, I feel that my exposure to so many different methods and ethical considerations has developed and enhanced my ability to conduct research ethically.
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