For this essay I chose the social value of purity. I will look at chapter 14 Women and Gender to answer the question what does this text teach you about how early Christianity supported or subverted a particular Roman social value?  To answer this, I closely read the following chapter, Tertullian: On the Dress of Women which I found was the most useful to answer my question, although I shall be starting this analysis by examining or looking at how the Romans viewed women’s purity, then onto how Tertullian viewed women. I will also mention how purity had a role in the sexuality ideas of Rome.

After closely reading the text it is clear to me that this text does supports the Roman idea of what purity is.

After reading On the Dress of Women by Tertullian I noticed that there is a very strong focus by Tertullian on how a woman loses her purity through her beauty that should be dressing in a way to please her husband, or other men; natural beauty as having proved to be a cause of evil[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Women and Gender chapter 14 – Tertullian on the dress of women -  
 Ehrman  After the New Testament: A Reader in Early Christianity – used 30/05/18] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Tertullian is well known for his writing about women. In the Roman social system women who were seen as evil like Tertullian believes, were women who were abnormally sexually active, for example prostitutes. In the ideas of what sexuality was back then in ancient Rome they were not passive women they were women who went out and sought sex and wanted to be dominant one. These women were called monsters because they lost their purity, most of the time before marriage. women were considered to be monster for displeasing god[footnoteRef:2]. In the lower classes prostitution was one of the main ways to make money and young aged girls went out to seek sex for money so they lost their purity, which was their virginity, early on, much like when Eve went up to the tree and tried the forbidden fruit. According to Tertullian God found sex displeasing, “carnal means was displeasing to God” [footnoteRef:3] Why sexual activities were so displeasing to God also comes back down to the story of Adam and Eve, with them learning of sex through eating the poison apple from the snake, which Eve introduced to Adam therefore making Adam the man the more innocent one out of the two. Eve was naïve and innocent and listened to the snake and followed blindly which is similar to how Roman women are described in literature. They follow blindly the husband father and any male figure in the life that has power over them[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Women and Gender chapter 14 – Tertullian on the dress of women -  
 Ehrman  After the New Testament: A Reader in Early Christianity – used 30/05/18]  [3:  women and gender chapter 14 – on the dress of women – after the new Testament reading in early Christianity – used the 30th/05/18]  [4:  J. P. Hallett, M. Skinner, 1997, Roman Sexualities, Princeton, Princeton Press
] 


Marriage is very much connected to purity because even in ancient times women were required to be virgins before they were married. They still have to be virgins because in the eyes of the Lord it kept them pure and untainted by Eve and her ways. One who possessed angels as husbands could desire nothing more than they had[footnoteRef:5]. Women who wanted more than what they had were very much seen the same, as a woman who loses her purity which is her innocence because they were meant to love two men, and those were their husband and God if they were Christian. So oddly enough, as to this day sex before marriage was a bigger form of sin and impurity than being married and having sexual intercourse with someone other than your partner. After marriage was the only time sex was allowed because it was not a breach of purity. [5:  ECT women gender chapter 14 and the address of women – used the 30/05/18] 
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