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ABSTRACT

The Diamond Sutra reveals the Buddhist scripture's idea of ‘leaving words and
talking’. Through literature analysis and philosophical comparisons, this sutra points
out that words, as carriers of the Dharma, are not only a tool for propagating the
Dharma, but also a way to break our obsession of an object. Based on the
Madhyamaka (Zhongguan) ' #{ school's idea of ‘dependent origination and
emptiness,’ the nature of words is explored as a result of karmic harmony and it is not
real. The Tathagatagarbha Siitras school advocates the concepts of ‘being literal, using
literal, and being free from literal’, and the flexible use of literal means to achieve the
realm of ‘Genuine Blank but Wondrous Presence’. Zen advocates ‘no words’, but it is
able to break down the logical framework in an unconventional way and directly
address the human heart. Until the Song dynasty, Yongming Yanshou put forward the
idea of “not abolishing words’ , pointing out the necessity of words as a ladder to

enlightenment. These studies conclude the emptiness of the Diamond Sutra and the
practice of Zen together, could indicate that words are not only a tool for
communication, a potential barrier to liberation, but also an expression of the true
meaning of the Buddha's teachings. Hence, this study integrates Buddhist doctrine and
linguistic analysis to provide a new vision for the interpretation of Buddhist

scriptures.

Keywords: Diamond Sutra, empty, literature, words
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