
Lesson 8: Embedded Sentences



Embedded sentences
 Definition:  “A sentence is embedded when a sentence 

replaces a noun in a grammatical structure.” (Fuller, 
Literary Chinese, p. 94)

 1. “Mary has the measles.”
 2. “I know that.”
 3. “I know Mary has the measles.”

  “Mary has the measles” in sentence 3. replaces “that” 
in sentence 2.

 “I know that Mary has the measles.”  completed form



 劍入水 jian ru shui
 The sword fell into the water.

 吾見之 wu jian zhi
 I saw that.

 吾見劍之入水。Wu jian jian zhi ru shui.
 I saw the sword falling into the water.



Nested grammatical units 
 宋人有閔其苗之不長而揠之者。

 宋人有閔其苗之不長而揠之者。

 S + V + O

 閔其苗之不長而揠之者

 閔其苗之不長而揠之者。

 V+O+Particle+V+O+Nominalizing particle

 其苗之不長

 其苗之不長

 S+Particle+V (intr.)
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