Reference Research
Chinese language is supposedly one of the hardest languages in the world to learn, what makes it so hard is the fact that there is no standardised alphabet like in many other languages. Despite this, many people still take on the challenge of learning the language and the resources they use are vital in how successful they are. There are many resources to help people learn Chinese, from online resources to textbooks, CD’s and apps.
Two resources which are useful in character learning are firstly the ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xioaming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) textbook series which are targeted at Chinese language learners aged 11-14 or for GCSE students, however it’s adequate for any aged beginner. Underneath the character the pinyin is written, it’s written below the characters rather than on-top so the learner focuses on recognising the character first rather than relying on the pinyin. There’s a simplicity to the textbooks which eases the process of learning whilst simultaneously helping to quickly develop the learners’ skills. ‘Quizlet’ (https://quizlet.com/en-gb) on the other hand is an app which is accessible via any tablet or smartphone. ‘Quizlet’ (https://quizlet.com/en-gb) allows you to look at the characters with the pinyin alongside. Different sections help to test you and help you remember what you’ve learnt; there are match-up style games which use a mix of pictures and the words to help you associate images with the word, training your brain. 
‘Edexcel GCSE Chinese’ (Hua Yan, 2009) is a useful resource in respect to reading and writing. The textbooks are somewhat lacking in writing, however, it’s coherent in reading. It provides different written dialogues and paragraphs which are followed by a series of questions you answer in regard to what you’ve just read. In terms of a more detailed explanation of stroke order ‘Reading & Writing Chinese: Simplified Character Edition’(William McNaughton, 2005) is a more advanced, professional book with better explanations and variety, it doesn’t help with reading, however that’s forgiven with the writing component of the book.
Both ‘New Chinese Reader 1’ (Xun Liu, Kai Zhang, Shehui Liu, Xi Chen, Shandon Zuo, Jiawei Shi, 2007) and ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xioaming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) are comprehensive courses, more so ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xioaming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010).  Moreover, their layouts and levels are quite different, and therefore from a beginner’s perspective you would lean towards ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xiaoming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) rather than ‘New Chinese Reader 1’ (Xun Liu, Kai Zhang, Shehui Liu, Xi Chen, Shandon Zuo, Jiawei Shi, 2007) as it eases you into the learning process.
‘Quizlet’ (https://quizlet.com/en-gb) is a useful resource for speaking and listening, you can play out each individual character or you can play out sentences making it simple to find what you need to practice, it’s not too fast nor too slow in its processing of the sentences therefore it eases you into the listening process rather than jumping to someone speaking fast straight away. ‘New Chinese Reader 1’ (Xun Liu, Kai Zhang, Shehui Liu, Xi Chen, Shandon Zuo, Jiawei Shi, 2007) textbooks come with a CD, this is for the use of speaking and listening to complete tasks that are set in the book. Compared to ‘Quizlet’ (https://quizlet.com/en-gb) the ‘New Chinese Reader 1’ (Xun Liu, Kai Zhang, Shehui Liu, Xi Chen, Shandon Zuo, Jiawei Shi, 2007) CD is far more advanced, therefore is much more comprehensive for learners. It’s also more of a reliable resource for learners and therefore would be better for beginners as it would be easier from them to grasp.
‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xiaoming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) features many different useful explanations of grammar and explains it in a simple but effective way to the learner. It demonstrates it in short, understandable sections throughout the textbook. Comparing it to ‘New Chinese Reader 1’ (Xun Liu, Kai Zhang, Shehui Liu, Xi Chen, Shandon Zuo, Jiawei Shi, 2007), which has a similar level in terms of the information it provides for grammar, they are both alike. Similarly to ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xiaoming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) it provides context so you apply it when learning, making the learning process easier to grasp and understand.
Although there are a handful of resources out there to help learn Chinese, some considered good, some considered bad, from the resources I’ve looked at the ‘Jin Bu’ (Yu Bin, Xiaoming Zhu & Katharine Carruthers, 2010) textbooks seem to be the most reliable and easiest to follow for someone coming from a beginners outlook, however for a more advanced learner the ‘Edexcel GCSE Chinese’ (Hua Yan, 2009) textbook would seem a lot more favourable. Ultimately, however, it comes down to the learner and what they feel works best for them.
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