Rhyd-y-car Terrace, St Fagans 

Rhyd-y-car Terrace at St Fagans National Museum of History is a row of six houses that demonstrates the evolution of domestic buildings over time. The terrace was built around 1795 by Richard Crawshay to provide housing for workers employed in his ironworks. Each dwelling originally consisted of a ground-floor living room with a bedroom above, accessed by a steep staircase next to the fireplace, with a second bedroom and small pantry to the rear. The six houses are presented as they would have appeared in 1805, 1855, 1895, 1925, 1955 and 1985, allowing changes in construction methods, materials, internal finishes and living standards to be clearly observed.
The 1805 house reflects simple and functional early domestic construction. The external door was a thin timber door painted brown and positioned almost flush with the exterior wall. Above the door, a timber lintel was exposed and painted white to match the limewashed external walls. Limewash was commonly used in early housing due to its breathability and protective properties (Old House Store, n.d.). Windows were small, fixed timber-framed units containing multiple small panes of glass held in place with putty, reflecting the limitations of early glass manufacturing (Windows & Doors South Wales, n.d.). Internally, the floor consisted of exposed stone which was durable but uneven, with gaps filled using mortar. Internal doors closely resembled the external door in construction but differed in colour and panelling. First-floor joists and floorboards were exposed and painted white, showing little concern for concealment or decoration. Externally, the roof was covered with stone tiles and included metal gutters and downpipes to manage rainwater.
The 1855 house remained largely unchanged in terms of layout and materials, indicating slow development during this period. However, the external walls were left as exposed stone rather than being limewashed. This may have been a cost-saving measure or a stylistic preference, although exposed stone provided less protection against moisture penetration and weathering.
By 1895, improvements were evident in window design. Fixed windows were replaced with timber sash windows, allowing them to be opened and improving ventilation and indoor air quality. The panes of glass were larger than in earlier periods due to advances in glass manufacturing, which also allowed more natural light into the house. These changes reflect wider industrial developments and increased availability of manufactured building components.
The 1925 house shows a significant shift towards comfort and interior decoration. Internal walls were covered with wallpaper, helping to conceal imperfections in the stone walls while improving visual appearance (Built Britain, n.d.). Carpets were laid over the stone floors, increasing comfort and reducing heat loss (Historic England, n.d.a). Internal joinery improved with the introduction of skirting boards, which created a neat transition between wall and floor and helped protect walls from damage. Door ironmongery evolved from simple latches to twist handles, reflecting improved manufacturing techniques and mass production. Externally, door and window frames were painted red, demonstrating a growing emphasis on appearance and individuality.
The 1955 house includes clear functional improvements aimed at increasing comfort and building performance. The external door now incorporated a glazed panel to increase natural light and was repositioned further within the wall thickness, reducing exposure to wind and rain. Both the entrance door and window frames were painted green. Internally, stone floors were replaced with herringbone timber flooring and carpets, significantly reducing heat loss as timber and carpet are poorer conductors of heat. Internal doors were fitted with metal thresholds to provide smoother transitions between rooms. Windows became simpler sash designs with two large panes of glass, reflecting mass production and reduced costs. The stone-tiled roof was replaced with slate tiles, a common and relatively inexpensive material in South Wales. Metal rainwater goods were replaced with uPVC alternatives, which required less maintenance (Historic England, n.d.b). External window sills were added to improve water runoff, and the exterior walls were repainted to provide additional protection against weathering.
The 1985 house reflects modern priorities such as efficiency, reduced maintenance and improved thermal performance. The external door was replaced with a more decorative four-panel timber door featuring an arched glazed window, reflecting changing tastes and improved craftsmanship. Timber sash windows were replaced with uPVC casement windows, which are cheaper to install, easier to maintain and provide improved weather sealing. Internally, floorboards were skimmed underneath to eliminate gaps, improving both appearance and heat retention. External walls were plastered to create a smooth finish and protect the stone from damp. The slate roof was replaced with mass-produced concrete tiles, which are durable, cost-effective and less brittle. Lead flashings were installed at the eaves to prevent water and wind penetration at the junction between the roof and walls.
Rhyd-y-car Terrace demonstrates how buildings have evolved in response to technological advancements, material availability, changing social expectations and improved performance requirements. Early houses prioritised basic shelter and durability, while later adaptations focused on comfort, energy efficiency, weather protection and reduced maintenance. The terrace provides a clear example of how traditional housing has been progressively modified to overcome defects and improve living conditions over time.



References 
Built Britain (n.d.) The history of stone walls in Britain’s built landscape. Available at: Built Britain website.
Historic England (n.d.a) Changes to flooring in historic places of worship. Available at: Historic England website.
Historic England (n.d.b) Upgrades or alterations to rainwater goods. Available at: Historic England website.
Old House Store (n.d.) The benefits of using a lime wash. Available at: Old House Store website.
Windows & Doors South Wales (n.d.) Why did windows in England have small squares, and when did it change? Available at: Windows & Doors South Wales website.
















[image: ]
This is my sketch of a house from the pre 1900s period.
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This is my sketch of a house from the 1950s period.








This is my sketch of a house from the    post 200s period.
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