Queen Talestris – the story of the Amazonian Queen’s encounter with Alexander III, as told through the works of Walter of Chatillon, and Quintus Curtius Rufus
Writing in the later half of the 12thC, Walter of Chatillon’s works consisted of poetic retellings of the life of Alexander, knows as the Alexandreis[footnoteRef:1]. His works were commissioned by Archbishop William of Rheims, to whom the poems are dedicated, as indicated by the subtle detailing of the hand-drawn letters of the poems – these in question spell out ‘Guillermus’, the Latin equivalent to William’s name.[footnoteRef:2] Walter’s account of the story of Talestris offers a concise depiction of the meeting of the Amazonian Queen and Alexander, but begins much as QCR’s, with a description of the queen herself. Her image is described here, with her left breast exposed; the right ‘seared’ so that it did not inhibit using a bow.[footnoteRef:3] Talestris seeks an audience with Alexander in order to conceive a child with him, either a son for Alexander to keep, or a daughter to raise herself. An evaluation of his image is given, an unimpressive stature unbefitting a man of his status, though whether Talestris truly held this opinion is uncertain. She was granted 13 nights with him, before returning to her people as their guardian. Given that Walter would have looked on the works of past writers in order to form his poems, it is no surprise that his and QCR’s writings are incredibly similar in terms of their body. The primary difference between the two is their structure, with Walter’s poem a far shorter version than QCR’s history, which sought to document the life of Alexander. Estimates place QCR’s writings to roughly the 1st C AD, there is little evidence to confirm when exactly he wrote. Many of his works are incomplete, but much like Walter’s poems, Book 6 of Historia Alexandri details the meeting of the Queen, here spelled as Thalestris, and Alexander. QCR’s historical writing style offers a far more detailed description but follows the same structure. Her procession of 300 women is noted, and her physical appearance is also mentioned, alongside her ‘opinion’ on the physical stature of Alexander. A comment made by QCR states that barbarians such as the Queen expected a dramatic stature to befit the titles of great people[footnoteRef:4], offering an explanation as to her disappointment. Some of the typically more judgemental aspects of Roman culture can further be seen in his writings through his account of the 13 nights – while Walter merely states a number, QCR places the cause of such a long time together on the Queen’s desires alone, even going as far as to state that Alexander did not feel such love for her. Though the two texts differ stylistically, they both tell a similar story of the meeting of the rulers, noting differences between their attitudes, and the resulting intimacy.  [1:  Walter of Châtillon (1912) CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA: Walter of Chatillon. ]  [2:  Lafferty, M. (n.d.). 1. Authorship and Biographical Information. In Walter of Chatillon’s Alexandreis (pp. 177–178).]  [3: The Alexandreis of Walter of Chatillon, Book 8, (l.20-27)]  [4:  Quintus Curtius, history of Alexander, volume II: Book 6, (l.29 – 31)] 
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