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[bookmark: _Toc100203862]Introduction
The goal of this paper is to examine the differences and similarities between online learning and conventional classroom learning. E-learning is a term that refers to the use of the internet to deliver, teach, or enhance the learning of students in a classroom setting (Rani et al., 2021). There are many different types of E-learning, including virtual classroom courses, blended learning, and so on. In this age of science and technology, e-learning has shown to be very successful and efficient in the classroom, to the point that it has supplanted conventional classroom learning as the sole viable option (Shetu et al., 2021). However, there is always potential for improvement in terms of the overall system performance. In this study, the author will address the advantages and disadvantages of e-learning as well as its characteristics in comparison to conventional classroom learning.
[bookmark: _Toc88348164][bookmark: _Toc100203863]Attributes of Blended learning
Blended learning is a teaching method that combines conventional classroom lectures with E-learning. E-learning is a method of learning that takes place in or outside of the classroom and involves the use of information and communication technologies. E-learning offers a number of appealing features that make it a desirable mode of instruction. During the epidemic, hundreds of thousands of students switched to e-learning, which has shown to be the only reliable alternative to conventional classroom learning (Tortorella, Narayanamurthy and Staines, 2021; Lee, Chui and Fung, 2022). In fact, it goes beyond standard classroom instruction. Students may actively study in-depth about the course and topics via e-learning. E-learning provides students with accessibility, reusability, and interoperability, allowing them to get a deeper grasp of the topic. Through a variety of learning tools, e-learning also allows for greater group engagement by allowing for more contact and cooperation amongst students. E-learning is very adaptable, allowing students to tailor their study routines and learning patterns to their own requirements. It is incredibly adaptable, which allows for greater personalisation for the students. In e-learning, the learner-teacher interaction is also better than in conventional classroom learning.
There are many different types of e-learning, but blended learning and remote learning are the most common. In fact, blended learning is the most engaging kind of instruction. It offers better classroom instruction, more space for self-study, and more opportunities for collaborative learning (Hošková-Mayerová and Rosická, 2015).
The connection is bidirectional; learners have plenty of opportunities to share knowledge, and the system allows for active engagement between students and between students and professors. Blended learning allows students to engage socially, which is beneficial to them. Because they can communicate with one other both physically and online.
Blended learning is enhanced by the ability of information and communication technology to provide students with their chosen books, journals, articles, reports, and other materials in a matter of seconds rather than hours of searching at the library. Because of the usage of technology in blended learning, studying has gotten simpler (Buran and Evseeva, 2015).
With blended learning, the instructor's role has expanded as well. A teacher may now provide a lot more to his or her pupils than previously. Students now have more opportunities to study in the classroom than ever before. The teacher aids learning by assigning different tasks to pupils, commenting on his work, and providing feedback depending on the work presented.
[bookmark: _Toc88348165][bookmark: _Toc100203864]Pros and Cons of Blended learning in Higher Education
There are several benefits to using E-learning in the form of blended learning in higher education. In fact, it transformed learning in comparison to what was previously taught in regular schools (Holley and Oliver, 2010). The benefits of e-learning or online learning may be divided into two categories. The following are some of them:
[bookmark: _Toc100203865]Student exposure to technology:
 Blended learning allows students to be exposed to technology. In this age of science and technology, it is critical for university students to be exposed to cutting-edge technologies. Students at universities are expected to be acquainted with technology. Research is an important aspect of higher education. Through the use of information and communication technology, e-learning gives increased exposure to research tools and aids in research tasks. As a result, blended learning offers pupils a fantastic chance.
[bookmark: _Toc100203866] Flexibility: Blended learning allows us a lot of flexibility
The classes may be tailored to the pupils' specific need. It provides students with the ability to study from anywhere. This was especially useful during the Covid-19 epidemic, when almost all colleges were shut down owing to lockdown and health measures. Students might study from the comfort of their own homes and at their own pace without the danger of Covid-19 (Nortvig et al., 2020).
 Blended learning also allows students and teachers to interact with one another without having to meet face to face. In addition, the study materials are adaptable. Students have access to the study materials at any time and from any location. The pupils will have plenty of opportunities to develop as a result of this.
There are some drawbacks to e-learning as well. They may alternatively be classified into two groups: The following are some of them:
[bookmark: _Toc100203867]Procrastination: 
Blended learning offers students many chances, but it also asks a lot of them, and they are seldom put under pressure. As a consequence, kids are more likely to procrastinate. The majority of students have a difficult difficulty managing their time (Rani et al., 2021). If the technology is unfamiliar to the pupils, it might be difficult for them to comprehend and apply it. The majority of e-learning evaluations are based on student reports and essays, which need a deep comprehension of the subject as well as the reading of several books, journals, and articles. This improves the pupils' understanding while also requiring a significant amount of work. This, too, encourages students to procrastinate since it is harder to contact instructors about concerns, unlike in a conventional classroom where the teacher can be immediately addressed. Students are required to have a high level of self-direction, which allows them to procrastinate.
[bookmark: _Toc100203868]Soft skill development: 
It is not possible to build soft skills in pupils via e-learning. A blended or online learning system does not promote the development of soft skills such as verbal and vocal communication, empathic awareness, situation awareness, confidence, time management, and conflict resolution because students in such systems are not exposed to situations that would encourage the development of these skills. Networking is an essential part of a university student's skill development. These aren't feasible in an online learning environment. During the Covid-19 outbreak, this situation became quite clear (Tavdgiridze et al., 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc88348166][bookmark: _Toc100203869]Pros and Cons of Traditional Classroom Learning in Higher Education
The following sections explore the advantages and disadvantages of conventional classroom learning in higher education:
[bookmark: _Toc100203870] Advantages
Traditional classroom learning allows students greater opportunities for socialisation. The consequence is the development of soft skills in a student such as confidence, empathy, situational awareness, and verbal abilities, among others. In a typical classroom, there is a tremendous deal of opportunity for information sharing (Matukhin and Zhitkova, 2015). In a typical classroom, the instructor may also provide rapid feedback to the students. In a typical classroom, the instructor and the pupils are both acquainted with one another, which is beneficial to the overall harmony of the classroom.
[bookmark: _Toc100203871]Disadvantages
 In a regular classroom, there are sometimes more pupils than can be accommodated by the optimal instructor to student ratio. In contrast to online learning, where everyone may log into the class from any location, there is no such thing as universal accessibility. The cost of a typical classroom is much higher than the cost of e-learning (Beraldo et al., 2021). Furthermore, in a conventional classroom, it might be difficult to comprehend specific modules and formulas that would be easier to comprehend if the classroom were equipped with digital technology. The traditional classroom is a learning approach that is centred on the educator.
[bookmark: _Toc100203872]Impact of Blended learning on a student
It has had an influence on pupils both positively and negatively as a result of blended learning, which is facilitated by the use of electronic learning. Students now have the option to gain a plethora of new skills as a result of the introduction of electronic learning. The Covid-19 epidemic, during which everything was closed, raised concerns that pupils would be deprived of their education at this time. Even during these trying circumstances, students were able to continue their learning process because to the use of electronic learning resources (E-Learning). As a result of its ability to accommodate a wide range of learning styles, it quickly gained popularity. Using Zoom, instructors may have an interactive session with their pupils, or the management of a corporation can convene a virtual conference to discuss business issues (Yang et al., 2013). 
During the first Covid-19 epidemic, this software quickly gained popularity among many schools, colleges, and universities, and it has allowed students from all over the world to study without having to risk their health by physically travelling to the university (Sharma and Mantri, 2020). Remote access was made available to all students using this system. Since everyone could participate in class, take notes, and ask questions while being in their homes at all times, this was a win-win situation. When the Covid-19 epidemic broke out, this was quite handy for the pupils, and it has shown to be extremely beneficial for them. As previously said, many students had access to study materials via their university websites, which enabled them to do research in distant locations without having to worry about lugging a notebook with them wherever they went. Writing reports and essays for the individual evaluation helped students improve their written communication skills. In addition, students' understanding of technology has grown as a result of their exposure to it. The pupils' interest in technology has also risen as a result of this initiative (Çınar, Ekici and Demir, 2021),
In the real world, however, nothing is perfect. Students have benefited greatly from blended learning, but they have also experienced a significant amount of stress as a result. A strong necessity for self-direction exists in blended learning systems, and it is not always viable to provide this for the students on a continuous basis. An insufficient comprehension of the subject will leave self-study unfinished. Focus and comprehension of the material addressed in class are expected of students participating in online learning. The fact remains, however, that students are not able to maintain complete concentration all of the time and will become distracted. 
Furthermore, with a device in front of them that provides them with a plethora of options, students are more likely to engage in other activities while attending class. Student accountability standards are nonexistent, which encourages pupils to cheat since there is no standard anti-cheat software available (MILIĆEVIĆ et al., 2021). Some students cheat because of stress and procrastination when it comes to homework and examinations. Online learning systems are notoriously difficult to navigate without cheating.

[bookmark: _Toc88348168][bookmark: _Toc100203873]Recommendations
As a result of the Covid-19 epidemic, there is a rising need for blended learning (Tortorella, Narayanamurthy and Staines, 2021). Thus, both students and instructors demand an engaging learning environment in which students are encouraged to study and engage in discussions with their peers. However, staying motivated while under time constraints is a very challenging issue. Consequently, it is essential that the course outline be centered on approaches to persuade students to continue their study in a postsecondary setting. As a result, the following suggestions have been made:
1. Assigning a specific end or aim to each of the modules in the program.
2. Make use of a project management application to plan the project.
3. Make a list of the most important aspects of the course.
4. Recognizing and addressing the concerns of the pupils.
5. Creating a strategy for the material.
6. A content strategy that is short and to the point.
Allocating storage space and supplying materials for the module are steps seven and eight.
8. Recognizing that not all pupils have the same level of technical skill.
9. Providing technology assistance to pupils who are technologically illiterate.
10. The ability to work at any time.
11. Holding an interactive session once or twice a week to improve soft skills is a good idea.
12. Using examinations to help pupils improve their abilities to think critically about their situations.
As a result of the author's experience with e-learning during the Covid-19 epidemic, the following recommendations have been made. 
The proposal is anticipated to lessen three major critiques that E-Learning is subjected to as a result of its implementation. It is anticipated that these efforts will help students to reduce academic pressure, improve soft skills, and become more technologically savvy (Pinho, Franco and Mendes, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc100203874]Conclusion
Overall, the research examines the fundamental characteristics of blended learning and E-learning. It also highlights the important benefits and drawbacks of E-Learning. It also illustrates the distinction between E-learning and conventional classroom learning. According to the survey, blended learning is the best alternative to conventional classroom learning. However, since it is still in the early stages of implementation, it has several faults. The shortcomings are also mentioned, such as incorrect soft skill development and increasing mental strain among pupils. Despite its shortcomings, E-learning provides students with several chances and benefits. It emphasizes on learning more about technology, self-study, and research, all of which are essential for university students. There are some suggestions at the conclusion of the study that may help to lessen the difficulties and improve the benefit even further.
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