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Reflective essay
This essay will take the form of a four-part analysis of the assignments undertaken for the completion of this course. The main focus of each part will be the development and progression made whilst completing each component of the course’s requirements. And in place of a traditional summery there will be an overall assessment of how I found this module, as a student of Classics, branching out into a much later period of history currently being studied by myself.
Student Biography Project:

During the course of this assignments I met many challenges I have never faced before. The lectures were very useful in terms of demonstrating how to use the source materials in the Roderic Bowen Library Archives, which were appropriate to use and how to apply other online source material to map out the life of Lt George Smith. One of the struggles I had with source materials, however, came in the form of using ancestory.com. There were men of the same name from a similar area and age who could have been mistaken for the man I was researching. I over came this by cross referencing information such as date of birth and geographical place of habitation with the death certificate of his father. This then helped me narrow down the individual as the census demonstrated only one family which fit all of the previously confirmed parameters of George’s life, thus confirming that I had the right person. 
Another challenge faced was the formatting of the report and which details were to take precedence in the analysis of a mans whole life in only 1000 words. Summing up someone’s life into such a short piece of text was a struggle as he experienced a lot through his short years, I now realise that this was an integral part of this project. If it had not been for the very limited word count, lots of details seemingly insignificant could have been added to the write up and artistic license could have allowed for a lot more embellishment and hypotheticals. With the short word count, only facts were included which kept the biography accurate and easily digestible with a visibly distinct progression of his life. This way focus was given to his whole life rather than just to one aspect. As mentioned previously I was also challenged by the formatting of the report. Having never previously tackled an assignment in which I was to write a biography of an individual’s life, I was unsure how I should go about writing up the report. In the past I have included contextual details in order to place people of ancient works accurately into essays, however, as a student of classics I have never had the need to write up a full biography. I found this assignment very interesting and fun to peruse, yet, at the same time very poignant. When reading about people of the ancient world it is very easy to see them as ancient characters. But this project forced me to interact with a war hero, who died within a time which is in the living memory of some of my oldest relatives. This forced me to empathise very strongly with George and I could not treat the report as detachedly analytically as I would a normal essay. I believe that this too helped me as a scholar by broadening my field of study to incorporate ‘modern history’ and gave me skills in researching individual’s I had previously never thought to use.
Book Biography Project:

During the course of this assignment I had a lot of fun. I found the lectures and source material fascinating and the experience enriching. As a classical language’s student, I often deal with primary sources, however, I have never actually handled the hard copy of the text. With this project, I got to not only work on a new type of source material, but I was able to interact with it and truly understand it. I found this assignment the most fun as it was an area of academics I have never studied before. With the previous project I had studied ‘modern history’ at A level, however I had never even considered the study of manuscripts or the early printed books. I did face some challenges during this project, but they were welcome as it meant that I was broadening my academic understanding.
The formatting for this project was clearer than the second as there was information laid out that must be included, and it focused on a single book as opposed to a whole human life. The book I was assigned was a printed new testament Bible in Latin and ancient Greek. I enjoyed this as I have a history of studying these languages and found the book easier to decipher than some of the English printed ones in certain fonts. My knowledge of these languages also helped my fellow students as they could ask for assistance in translating passages, so they could understand the literary context of their books. For me this was a great way to interact with those who knew more about the topic of medieval manuscripts and early printed books, helping each other in the areas we could and improving our understanding together. This reduced a lot of the stress I felt about studying an extremely new topic in my third year and made the course all the more enjoyable.
When writing up the book biography, however, I once again felt inhibited by the low word count. I would have preferred for instance to have translated the title pages, rather than just including a transcription. But the 1000-word, word count prevented me from doing so as it would have been a waste, as there was other more important information that needed to be included. Information such as the provenance of the book and the context of its printing and binding. This biography was more similar, in way of form, to what I have become accustomed to writing over my time at university. Therefore, I felt less stress over this assignment than the previous one as I knew what I must do, only in a different context of time period.  

The Presentation:

This assignment caused me the most trouble. Not only did I experience multiple technical difficulties I also struggled with the whole concept. When told to choose my own topic and theme I thought little of it as that is the norm, however, when I realised that there were no parameters except for: images must be sourced in the Roderic Bowen Library, the images must be linked, and you must discuss the provenance of the image, I became very uneasy. The fact that no general theme was assigned worried me. Previously I have presented on an issue I have chosen out of a general topic, for example, if the theme were economy I would choose the importance of numismatics as my topic. This unlimited way of choosing a topic, however, led me down a path I never would have thought possible for a classics student; 15th and 16th century dragons. I chose the topic of mythical creatures first, but as I was limited to between 3 to 5 images I decided to refine my theme to dragons. However, now with a theme I needed an argument and source material to reference. That is how I decided to argue for dragons in religious context being shown as extinct mythical creatures and within the context of a travel log or catalogue of beasts being shown as geographically displaced animals. For the religious context I knew instantly that I wanted to focus on Saint George slaying the dragon as it is one of the most famous dragon myths in England. As far as a catalogue context I was unsure and thus requested the help of a friend. Michelle had herself previously seen two such books and so I chose the Dutch Bestiarum and the German Fisch Buch. The images of Saint George were easier to find and so I had four images to discuss. 
The production of the finding aid for each image I found was the easiest part of this assignment and was rather enjoyable. It was slightly reminiscent of the previous book biography project; therefore, I had developed skills which aided me in the deciphering of the information needed for this aspect of the project. The provenance part of the finding aid was very enjoyable as I was able to discuss how the images were printed, an ability I never would have thought to obtain before undertaking this module.
Within this assignment the aspect I struggled the most with was the writing and submitting of a script for the presentation. I have never previously had to write out a full script for a presentation and therefore I was unsure on how to format the script layout. Usually I would submit just the PowerPoint and would hold cue cards to keep me on track. However, with having written a script I felt compelled to stick to it directly and therefore used a script during the presentation, something I am not used to, and it made me feel uncomfortable. However, I feel as if this was important, as in the future I may be instructed to do so again, and this has given me a chance to try out a new procedure within a safe environment where I had several people to assist me.

Another struggle for me was the actual presenting itself. I often find that when presenting to people I know I get flustered easily and struggle to convey my ideas and thoughts coherently. Part of this struggle was alleviated by the fact that I was able to present one to one with the module lecturer. Although this helped a lot I was still very nervous. However, an aspect of presenting I have always enjoyed is the question and discussion part at the end. Within this part I believe I thrive as it is becomes a mixture of debate and explanation where I can confidently discuss aspects of my research that I am confident in and prepared for. The discourse I had with Peter Mitchel at the end of my presentation allowed me to demonstrate my knowledge in the surrounding social context of my images. An aspect of my research which I was not able to fully cover within the 10-minute time limit of the actual presentation itself, allowing me to demonstrate the extent of my research and understanding showing that I hadn’t limited myself to purely the images that I chose but also why they were created originally, the factors which affected the artistic representation and what affects they had on their contemporary audience.  
Despite the stress of this assignment it was very enjoyable as it allowed me to apply skills previously learnt in my degree in a whole new way, furthering my understanding of academic presentations and forcing me to think in a different way about printed images, something I had not previously encountered during the course of my degree. 

Reflective Essay:

This reflective essay is also another example of my interaction with an assignment not previously tackled. During my first year I was required to write a weekly reflective journal entry for my study skills module. However, it was only meant to reflect that week’s lecture and not the module as an entirety. Therefore, the formatting and information inclusion for this form of assignment is new and alien to me. I believe however, that by breaking down the components of this modules assessments is the best way to tackle this assignment as it allows for a clear and structured reflective analysis of the way in which I have approached each task, how it affected me and how I overcame certain obstacles I never thought I would encounter. At first I thought that the word count for this assessment was too high and that it should be of a similar length to the previous assessments. However, whilst writing this essay I came to realise that this is a very important aspect of this module and needs more detail than the previous two which were used to demonstrate academic accuracy and brevity showing that we can select relevant information and not ‘waffle on’. Where as with this assessment we are required to reflect upon a semesters’ worth of study and summarise it into only 3000 words. Initially I struggled with how I could present all of my thoughts within an essay and thought perhaps it would be best to structure it as a weekly journal entry for the year. However, after doing so I realised that I was not fulfilling the purpose or this assignment and was merely recapping what had occurred during lectures, rather than reflecting I was providing a narrative which demonstrated no development or progression. The completion of this essay has taught me how important it is to reflect upon your work and study after it is done, otherwise you have not truly understood the importance of each assignment and how it has not only potentially helped you develop new skills but also how they are applicable after the completion of this module to other areas of study or work. This essay has allowed me to have an appreciation for the other assessments I would not have had, had I not reflected back on them when the stress of completion had been alleviated.
My overall experience of this Module:

I originally chose this module for two reasons. First I wanted to broaden my understating of the academic world and look at how we can interact with primary sources in an archive. Secondly I thought that this module would be more enjoyable than some of the others I had the option to take and therefore would be easier. I was not disappointed in either of these throughout the duration of this course. I was able to use and understand the function and mechanism of a university archive, information which can be translated to other archives around the country. And I was also able to enjoy the course which made doing the research easier. I was disappointed by some aspects of the module however. I found that some of the information provided was lacking in certain areas and feedback on assignments was so late that the next had been submitted before the previous was marked, thus preventing me from being able to apply the criticism to my next piece of work. The marking criteria for the assignments I also found confusing for this module as work was marked differently from the criteria of a classics or history course making it difficult for me to understand exactly what is expected of me. This added greatly to the stress felt by not only me as an individual but also to many other students whose degree schemes have very definitive marking criteria which is consistent through all forms of assessments. Overall however, despite how stressful certain aspects of this module were, I enjoyed the chance to expand my area of research. I would recommend this module to those thinking to do as I did originally as it has helped me enormously, but I would make the point that when undertaking this module be aware that it may be very different from your current degree scheme and thus, branch out for help and assistance. This course would have been immeasurably more accessible if there was a clearer outline for each assessment and what is required and if the lecturer had a clearer understanding of the material itself rather than having guest lecturers who are specialists and a regular lecturer who has very limited understanding on certain aspects. This module could have been more engaging, however, under the circumstances I believe that we received the best tuition possible. If I were to take this module again, I believe I would approach it differently. I would be more open to different forms of assessment and would try my best not to allow the stress of new types of assignment or new ways in which they are done to affect my work. Overall I have enjoyed this module and with a few adjustments I believe it could be a module readily accessible and applicable to students of all degree schemes.

