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Introduction
This commentary is on a picture of the floor plan for Tintern Abbey, a Cistercian monastery built in 1131, originally out of wood since this was quicker to complete. It is colour coded according to the dates of the phases of construction. However, owing to a lack of clarity in the image, observations on the different phases will come from a different version of the map available from the website Ancient and Medieval Architecture.[footnoteRef:1] This commentary will mainly focus on the Church building’s two phases, the Romanesque and the Gothic. [1:  Ancient and Medieval Architecture, Tintern—Cistercian Abbey, https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/tintern-abbey/tintern-abbey-plan-38-2/, (Accessed: 28/02/2020).] 


The Basic Layout
	The various phases of construction detail the progression of renovations over the course of the Abbey’s existence, showing a clear progression in the Abbey’s development from a relatively simple and humble beginning into a much larger, more opulent monastic community. Usually, an Abbey’s buildings would be constructed from wood and were later rebuilt in stone, with the Church being the first to be rebuilt.[footnoteRef:2] On this floor plan there is no indication of a wooden phase indicated, although any evidence of wooden structures may not have survived. Brown and light blue areas on the map are the earliest phase of construction, with additional renovations in later years as the monastery grew in wealth and power. [2:  Janet Burton, Monastic and Religious Orders in Britain, 1000-1300, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), p. 135.] 

Tintern Abbey’s overall layout conforms to the general template for a Cistercian monastery with the exception that it is in a mirror image of the standard layout. There is no indication as to why in the image, though this is likely because of access to the River Wye just to the north of the Abbey, which is not shown on the map. It is normal with Cistercian houses that they would have to adjust their monastery’s floor plan to address any local difficulties in the environment.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Burton, Monastic and Religious Orders in Britain, p. 135.] 


The Romanesque Church
In Tintern’s case, these adjustments placed the Church at the south end of the Abbey. The first Church building was a Romanesque cruciform shape on a mostly east-west orientation, with the presbytery—where the High Altar and any relics the monks owned were located—in the east end. The presbytery became a chapel in later years when the Romanesque Church was replaced with the Gothic one, but until then was considered the most holy part of the building. This was the first part to be built in stone and had two chapels in each transept, each of which was where Mass was celebrated by a separate priest. At the opposite end of the Church was the nave, which in a Cistercian monastery was where the lay brethren gathered for communal worship. Usually, this was divided by a rood screen, which, ‘[…] was a stone partition with altars, and a crucifix above.’[footnoteRef:4]  After this would come the pulpitum, a stone barrier set further along the nave, separating it from the choir and presbytery, where the monks worshipped.[footnoteRef:5] The image shows there was a partition within the nave that is consistent with a pulpitum, although it is not specified as such. While there is no mention of a rood screen in the original build, this could simply be that no evidence of it was found. [4:  Ibid, p. 137.]  [5:  Ibid, p. 138.] 

The Gothic Church
The thirteenth century Church was built in the Gothic style which began to grow in popularity in this period.[footnoteRef:6] Throughout thirteenth century the Gothic architecture style gradually became much more common; the monks of Tintern Abbey were updating their Church to be in keeping with both needs and fashion, as was common in this period.[footnoteRef:7] Generally, rebuilding a Church started at the east end and the floor plan reflects this, showing that the second Church was built around the Romanesque one while it was still in use. As a part of this, it seems that the presbytery of the original Church was incorporated into the new one as a chapel. Part of the reason expanding Churches was so important in this period was to help provide an environment that felt more suited to hosting the Eucharist after the Fourth Lateran Council officially confirmed the doctrine of transubstantiation in 1215.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Gothic Architecture, https://www.britannica.com/art/Gothic-architecture, (Accessed: 01/03/2020).]  [7:  Burton, Monastic and Religious Orders in Britain, p. 140.]  [8:  Ibid, p. 140.] 

	In 1320, a porch was built over the western door. This contained a statue of the Virgin Mary, called an Our Lady. This porch consisted of, ‘[…] arcades and a vault based on four columns […] to which pilgrimages were organized.’[footnoteRef:9] It may be that this porch was a specific form of structure, called a Galilee. The purpose of such a porch was to serve as a chapel—which they sometimes effectively became, throughout their development—for penitents who had not been fully welcomed into the Christian community and may even have served as courts of law or even as a chapel of rest.[footnoteRef:10] This last point would be more plausible if they were an enclosed building and it is unlikely that a monastic Church would have been used for legal proceedings, except possibly against a monk. [9:  Ancient and Medieval Architecture, Tintern—Cistercian Abbey, https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/tintern-abbey/tintern-abbey-plan-38-2/, (Accessed: 01/03/2020).]  [10:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Gothic Architecture, https://www.britannica.com/art/Gothic-architecture, (Accessed: 01/03/2020); Encyclopaedia Britannica, Porch: Architecture, https://www.britannica.com/technology/porch#ref749734, (Accessed: 01/03/2020); Encyclopaedia Britannica, Galilee: Church Architecture, https://www.britannica.com/topic/galilee-church-architecture, (Accessed: 01/03/2020).] 


Conclusion
	The overall floor plan of Tintern Abbey is consistent with the standard Cistercian template, insofar as they had one. Aside from the variation of having its domestic buildings close to the river, they have the same overall pattern. The Church building was originally of a Romanesque design, but was later succeeded by a Gothic Church that was as much functional as artistic. This subsequent design had a porch—possibly a Galilee—over the west door that may have served as a chapel and would have received pilgrims visiting the monastery. Although only one part of the monastery, the Church was the living, beating heart of the community and this was reflected in all its phases of construction.
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