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	Second Marker’s General Comments and Original Mark
project demonstrates competent technical work in implementing and comparing two ensemble models (stacking and random forest) for Welsh population prediction
However, several significant improvement could have been to make it better.
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	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	1.Engagement with Literature Skills
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	/5
	/5
	/5
	3/5

	Literature Review
	/20
	/35
	/20
	10/15

	Comments:
Abstract is incomplete – R² values and computation times are missing. The abstract should be fully self-contained.
Literature Review is narrow for a Development project. No studies specifically comparing stacking ensembles were reviewed. Section 2.8 summary is superficial and does not justify the selection of KNN, MLP and Linear Regression over alternatives.
IEEE format is broadly followed, but with several specific errors, for example "(July 30)" is placed after the author with no year — the year is entirely absent and "E. Lewinson" with no article title in quotes.
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	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
	
	
	
	

	Methodology
	/5
	/5
	/5
	3/5

	Survey Design
	/15
	 -
	 -
	 -

	Requirements/Design
	 -
	 -
	 -
	2/5

	Comments:
Methodology does not include a justification for choosing stacking over boosting/bagging alternatives. CRISP-DM stages 1 and 2 are skipped without explanation.
For a Development-type project, a dedicated Requirements and Design section with detailed description could have been better. Content describing functional and non-functional requirements, system architecture diagram, UML/data flow diagrams, UI wireframes for the web application, and design rationale could have been useful.
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	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
	
	
	
	

	Results & Discussions
	/25
	/25
	/25
	16/25

	Conclusions and Recommendations 
	/10
	/10
	/10
	6/10

	Comments:
Section 5 states ‘the random forest was proven to be better in every metric’ when the data does not substantiate it adequately.
the stated motivation in Section 1.2 could have been mapped in the discussions.
critical comparison against existing ONS projections (stated objective in Section 1.2), (2) discussion of whether all objectives were fully achieved could have been detailed.
Conclusion contains unfilled placeholders (‘an R2 of and a computation time of’) – values are missing.
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	4. Practical Skills
	
	
	
	

	Development
	 -
	 -
	 -
	11/15

	Experimental Design
	 -
	 -
	/15
	 -

	Comments:
Implementation section relies entirely on screenshots with descriptive comments. Critical analysis of design decisions and trade-offs is not detailed. Testing evidence could have been provided with detailed test plan, unit tests, or user acceptance testing. The one setback mentioned (random forest repeated values) is only briefly noted in the Reflection, not detailed in the implementation.
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	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice
	
	
	
	

	Reflection
	/10
	/10
	/10
	6/10

	Quality of Report
	/10
	/10
	/10
	6/10

	Comments:
The comments were not removed before final submission. It was submitted as such.
Section numbering is inconsistent throughout (two sections labelled 3.3; 4.1.1 appears after 4.2)
Reflection could have critically evaluated specific skills developed, with a discussion on what would be done differently with hindsight, and including BSc Applied Computing programme learning outcomes linkage could have been better. 







