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On the 4th of May we went to Presteigne to perform our trial in the judges lodgings museum. When we took our places as advised by the museum curator, the judge at the top, testimonies in the witness box and the lawyers down below, it seemed very real, we were no longer students but part of an important case. The case started with opening statements, I had used a lawyers statement that I had seen online as an example and had included a lot of  emotive language, whereas the other lawyer had more factual evidence. I think both techniques were quite effective because, even though, as it says in the Children Act, it is “a court of law, not of morals” (McEwan, 2015, P.28) people are still governed by emotions, even judges, so they do have a place in law. Both witnesses had clearly thought about the roles of their characters and their positions carefully and this made the case feel even more realistic. When we were asking them questions it was clear that they knew where their character stood on the matter, the mother was obviously feeling torn and not wanting to hurt her daughter just to protect her and the daughter was calm but clearly passionate about wanting to be a mother. The judge had some interesting questions and had looked at different possibilities from both points of view. There hasn’t been a case in court like this one so some questions had to be answered hypothetically with the information we had gathered. When it came to give closing arguments, I had thought carefully about trying to be balanced and bring in more rights and legal acts than in my opening statement. The judge stayed almost expressionless throughout and when she gave her judgement it was quiet and she seemed wary. “I have decided that Taylor and Michael should have the right to have children and that it should not be anyone’s decision but theirs.” She declared. I thought she might have been a bit affected by the idea of someone else being able to decide for the couple. We all clapped when it was over and were pleased with the work we had done. After the hearing I think I had a different idea about the law and rights and the whole system that we use, for me, this experience gave me a clearer understanding of exactly how children’s rights are protected and the more tricky situations that can arise within that. 
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