Misrepresentation problem question

Wynne owns and operates the business ‘Brilliant Bookcases’. From his shop in Kempston High Street he sells a selection of assembled bookcases and shelving. As business has been good in recent months, Wynne recently employed Dave to assist him in the shop. Dave is a student at the local sixth-form college and works part-time at weekends. Zeus is a keen collector of football programmes and has managed to amass a considerable number of rare and important programmes. He recently had his collection valued at £25,000. Aware of their value, Zeus decided to keep his programmes in the best condition possible and visited Brilliant Bookcases one Saturday, looking for a shelving solution. While he was in the shop, Zeus’s eye was caught by a very large set of metal shelves, which looked to be the ideal dimensions for his purposes. Wishing to know more about the bookcase, Zeus asked Dave what weight the shelving unit was intended to hold. Dave was embarrassed that he did not know the answer to Zeus’s question, but said: ‘I can’t think of much that it couldn’t hold’. As the shelving unit cost £1,500, Zeus was unsure about whether to purchase it, but asked Dave to reserve it for him. The following week, Zeus decided to buy the unit and called Brilliant Bookcases from his office. Wynne answered the phone and Zeus explained he wanted to purchase the shelving, but wanted to check its weight capacity as he would use it to store ‘something valuable’. Wynne quickly looked up the unit online and found a forum post, stating that it could hold 200 kg. He told Zeus that the manufacturer specified that it could hold a maximum weight of 200 kg. Zeus knew that his collection weighed roughly 100 kg and so proceeded with the order. Two weeks after the shelving arrived and Zeus had carefully stored his collection in it, the shelving collapsed, causing extensive damage to many of his programmes and rendering them worthless. On further investigation, he found out that the shelving was only certified to carry 50 kg of weight. 

Advise Zeus as to any potential claim against Brilliant Bookcases in misrepresentation. (25 marks)

