Chapter 3 – Research Methodology

3.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter of this dissertation looked at the existing literature surrounding male victims of domestic violence. This chapter will explain to the reader, how the study will be carried out, also known as the Methodology. As stated by Wilcox et al, (2012) data collection is critical to clinical research, and is often a prominent factor in determining the cost and success of the research project. The goal is to provide an important result that will add to the field of study, which provides little research into the matter currently. As stated by Kothari (2004) the purpose of research is to discover answers to questions through the application of scientific procedures. The main aim of research is to find out the truth which is hidden, and which has not been discovered yet.

As forementioned above, there is a lack of literature review into the studies of why male victims of domestic violence are often over looked by police forces. Bryman (2016) noted there are typically two main types of research: primary and secondary. Primary research is described by Bryman (2016) as information personally collected by an individual and gathered for an individual or specific purpose or intention, whereas secondary research is information obtained from previous studies conducted by someone else with their own research intention.



3.2 Research Onion  

The research onion was developed by Saunders et al (2016) to describe the different stages which a researched will go through when developing an affective methodology. When looking at the research techniques regarding the collection of primary data, one of the most commonly used methods in academia writing is to follow “THE RESEARCH ONION”.

The framework of the research onion is outlined below in Figure 1.
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Fig 1. Diagram of Research Onion (Saunders et al, 2009)


The research onion comprises of 6 primary layers, and it is the framework that I will be basing my research on within this chapter. It provides the researcher with an effective process for developing a research approach, ensuring its reliability and validity. This method of research is widely used as it is flexible and can be applied to a wide range of circumstances (Bryman, 2012) This dissertation will investigate and describe the many stages of the research onion. 

3.3 Philosophy 

The outer layer or ‘Research Philosophies’ refers to the type of research angle a researcher may undertake when conducting a research project (Saunders et al, 2019)

There are three different philosophies that are relevant when planning and carrying out research. These are known as Epistemology, Axiology and Ontology. Each philosophy is made up of philosophical instances that provide structure and guidance whilst carrying out the research.

The Philosophical approach for this study will be ‘Interpretivism’. An Interpretivist approach is based on naturalistic approach of data collection such as interviews and observations. The researcher has chosen this approach as a varied response of answers could arise, be subjective and requires the opinions of the general public. According to Bryman (2016) thee interpretive approach may assist in gaining a better understanding of a culture and provide explanations as to why things happen. 

3.4 Approach

As evidences in Figure 1 by Saunders et al (2016) there are two types of Research approaches. 

The researcher will be undertaking an inductive approach, as the basis of the arguments will be based on personal experiences, opinions and observations. The research aim is to collect data and review the information received to establish if they correlate with the theories that have bene outlined in earlier chapters of this dissertation.


3.5 Strategies and Choice

The strategy which will be considered throughout this research design will be the questionnaire. The online questionnaire is an effective method in the research collation, due to the sensitive nature of the topic and anticipating not receiving a high figure of participants. This strategy is the most cost effective, and also gives the participants total anonymity due to the topic nature. The researcher is mindful that the public are less likely to participate in the research due to the sensitivity, therefor giving anonymity via a questionnaire may be more attractive to a wider range of people.

 
3.6 Ethical considerations 

As this study is based on a topic of sensitive nature, the research will not include the personal details of victims of domestic violence. The participation will be done on a completely voluntary basis. All participants will be fully informed of the nature of the study and will have the right to withdraw at any time. All information that is submitted will be completely anonymous. 
Participants that do voluntarily undertake assisting with research, will be sign posted to domestic violence charities if the research has had any effect on them. 

An ethics form has been submitted to UWTSD and has received approval from an ethics board. Throughout this study, an adherence to the university’s guidelines will be followed, with the ethics of the research questionnaire and treatment to the participants to the highest standard.

3.7 Time-Horizon 

There are two different types of time horizons, known as Longitudinal and Cross sectional. 

For this research project, the cross-sectional method will be implemented as this is the most efficient model when the research is over a short period of time.

This form of time-horizon is best suited to a questionnaire strategy, as longitudinal method would not benefit the research topic.

3.8 – Techniques and Procedures

Due sensitivity of the subject and the limitations to time frame for data to be created, disseminated and wait for participants to submit their results, the questionnaire will be conducted online by Google Forms.

The researcher will conduct qualitative research to collect data from participants, and then displayed into a graph for a clear and concise summary of the results. 


3.9 Limitations & Problems

The researcher anticipates that limitations may during the dissertation as there may be difficulty having a large volume of participants 

 In addition to the above and forementioned in previous chapters of this research, the topic of male victims of domestic violence is largely looked into at depth and subsequently there are minimal previous studies to review and identify any patterns of matters of significance.
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