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AIM(S)

· To introduce students to a range of research methods and/or theoretical approaches, appropriate to further study of their chosen discipline.  This may be explored through case studies and examples that touch upon broadly defined notions of sustainability as set out in the Future Fit Framework: An Introductory Guide to teaching and learning for sustainability in HE (HEA, 2012).

· To equip students with the relevant competencies and confidence to undertake independent study and research at level 6.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:

· an understanding of various techniques for acquiring, handling, organising, interpreting and communicating different types of materials and information;

· an understanding of various concepts, methodologies and approaches necessary for undertaking scholarship and research in their chosen subject area;

· the  ability to critically evaluate different types of information, methodologies and theoretical approaches to produce coherent and logical observations and conclusions;

· the ability to critically reflect upon how broadly defined issues of sustainability might relate to their chosen subject area;

· the ability to define a research question and to plan and design a research project.





INDICATIVE CONTENT

Research methods for the Humanities is designed to advance students on from the Study Skills for the Humanities module taken at level 4 by introducing them to a variety of practical, conceptual and methodological techniques to enable them to undertake group and independent study at level 6. The module will explore a variety of generic research skills and approaches, which may include topics such as critical thinking, information gathering and presentation, representation, contextualization, interdisciplinary study, and the application of IT to research. The module will combine generic cross-Faculty sessions (such as refresher sessions, a Student conference) with subject/ programme based lectures and seminars. The module should equip students with the requisite skills and understandings to undertake dissertation work at level 6, as well as to more generally reflect upon how their subject might relate to broadly defined issues of sustainability. This definition may encompass some of the following areas and themes: the interaction of politics, economics and the environment, cultural heritage and practice, questions of conservation, preservation and management, the interdependence of society, landscape and the natural environment, diversity and equality, the nature of change and continuity, and the ability to draw lessons and examples from past practice and approach, the dynamics of power and influence,  democracy , representation and governance.



LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles, and practices of the topics studied for the module.  Case studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned.

Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture.

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).

Allocation of teaching to deliver the module are:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	15%

	Independent learning
	170
	85%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 80%

4000 words essay

Exemplar: A 4000 word assignment (80%) on a topic related to sustainability in China.

Assessment Component 2 – 20%

1000 word conference proposal

Exemplar: Task: To write a proposal for a proposed dissertation. We hope that you can use the opportunity to put together a convincing dissertation proposal based on your own research interests. You will however, not be held to this dissertation proposal when it comes to formally writing your dissertation.


Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%










BIBLIOGRAPHY

More specific bibliographies will be handed out during the subject/programme sessions.  What follows are texts on general research methods and approaches of relevance across the Faculty of Humanities.

Essential

Brian, A. Research Skills for Students. London: Routledge, 1996.
Cottrell, S. The Study Skills Handbook. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2008.


Recommended
Bell, J., Doing your Research Project. Buckingham: Open University Press, 2002).
Cottrell, S.Critical Thinking Skills. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2008.
Dunleavy, P., University Study Skills. Basingstoke: Macmillan,1999.
Lewis, M.J. & Lloyd-Jones, R., Using Computers in History: A Practical Guide London: Routledge, 1996.
Wiska, G The Undergraduate Research Handbook. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2009.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elvin, Mark; Liu Cuirong (1998): Sediments of Time: Environment and Society in Chinese History, Cambridge University Press

Subject-specific reading list for English students
Essential
Defoe, D.  Robinson Crusoe Harmondsworth: Penguin Classics, 2011
Godwin, W.  Caleb Williams Oxford: Oxford World Classics, 2009
Shelley, M.  Frankenstein Harmondsworth Penguin Classics, 2007
Wollstonecraft, M.  Vindications of Rights of Man and Rights of Women ed. Janet Todd Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.
Wordsworth, W., Coleridge, S.T.  Lyrical Ballads and Other Poems. Ware: Wordsworth, 2002.

Recommended
Abrams, M. H. The Mirror and the Lamp.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1960.
Barrell, J.  The Idea of Landscape and the Sense of Place: 1730-1840.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1972.
Bate, J. The Song of the Earth. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2002.
Bowie, A. From Romanticism to Critical Theory. London: Routledge, 1997.
Curran, S. (ed.). The Cambridge Companion to British Romanticism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
De Man, P. Blindness and Insight. London: Routledge, 1989.
Ferguson, F. Solitude and the Sublime. London: Routledge, 1992.

