

Wilfred Owen is one of Britain's famous Great War Poets. Although Owen did not survive the Great War, he created some masterpieces in which he shares his traumatising experiences throughout his time fighting in the trenches.

Owen was not always a soldier. After finishing school, he worked as a teaching assistant and, later, as a language tutor in France, where he stayed for two years in 1913[footnoteRef:1]. In the wake of the Great War (4 August 1914), Owen remained in France. He returned here until he left France to return back to Great Britain in September 1915, just over a year after the onset of the Great War. [1:   BBC, Historical Figures Wilfred Owen, 2014 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/owen_wilfred.shtml> (Accessed 27 October 2022)
] 


At 22 years old, Owen volunteered to enlist in the British Army and was first assigned to the Artist Rifles from 21 October 1915 to 4 June 1916. He was later assigned to the Manchester Regiment, 5th Battalion, where he was commissioned as a Lieutenant. When he headed to France on 29 December 1916, he fought as part of the Lancashire Fusiliers[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  British Library, Wilfred Owen
 <https://www.bl.uk/people/wilfred-owen?gclid=Cj0KCQjwwfiaBhC7ARIsAGvcPe5NqN02ohd2GOFlNwjOO7_qkSQQoOpmeiqGD7O-zstPJS7ofSW0LDQaAsUFEALw_wcB (Accessed 27 October 2022)
] 


For the duration of the second week of January 1917, Owen led his platoon, the 2nd Manchesters, onto the Somme into the trenches[footnoteRef:3]. During this time and for months afterwards, Owen witnessed a bombardment of mental trauma. He was trapped for three days on his own and blown from a trench during a bomb bombardment are only a few incidents he witnessed. This trauma caused him to develop shell shock, now known as neurasthenia, and by June 1917, he was required to attend Craiglockhart Hospital, Scotland, for treatment. [3:  Jon Stallworthy, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Owen, Wilfred Edward Salter, 2017 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-37828> (Accessed on 30 October 2022)
] 


He made friends along his journey, particularly with Siegfried Sassoon, another fellow poet and Officer. Sassoon helped Owen find his everlasting passion for Poetry and continued till the day they died. From their first and last days together, Sassoon was Owen's most prominent advocate and supported his work from the beginning to the end of his career.

Owen used this love of poetry to express the trauma he had experienced while experiencing trench warfare. This is shown throughout his war poems. Dulce et Decorum Est, this poem exposes the reader to experience a gas attack which Owen and many other soldiers experienced during the Great War. 'In all my dreams before my helpless sight, He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.'[footnoteRef:4]. His personal accounts shared with the world help us understand which path modern warfare was taking. [4:  Wilfred Owen, Poems by Wilfred Owen (London: Chatto Windus, 1920) p.15.] 

While recuperating, Owen edited the Hospital's journal 'The Hydra' alongside Sassoon, where he shared some of his poems but did so anonymously[footnoteRef:5]. Most of Owen's work was composed during August 1915, with only five published while he was alive[footnoteRef:6]. [5:  Edinburgh Napier University, The Hydra
<https://www.napier.ac.uk/about-us/our-location/our-campuses/special-collections/war-poets-collection/the-hydra> (Accessed 27 October 2022)
]  [6:  Poetry Foundation Org, Wilfred Owen
<https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/wilfred-owen> (Accessed 27 October 2022)
      ] 


In June 1918, Owen was declared fit for service and re-joined the 5th Manchesters and, by September 1918, was back fighting on the Western Front, pushing the German lines. In October 1918 was awarded the Military Cross for his bravery while serving on the Beaurevoir-Fonsomme Line[footnoteRef:7]. The London Gazette on 30 July 1919 recorded his bravery as a 'conspicuous gallantry and the devotion to duty’[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  ANNA135659, Imperial War Museum, Awarding of the Military Cross
<https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/story/80583> (Accessed 29 October 2022)
]  [8:  Imperial War Museum, We Remember Wilfred Edward Salter Owen
<https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/3355667>  (Accessed 30 October 2022)
] 


Unfortunately for Owen, he died one week before Armistice Day (11 November 1918) on 4 November 1918, and he became one of the 16 million people to die during this conflict. Owen was killed while trying to cross the Sambre-Oise Canal at Ors[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Cove Collections, Death of Wilfred Owen
<https://editions.covecollective.org/chronologies/death-wilfred-owen> (Accessed 27 October 2022)
] 


On Armistice Day, his parents received the telegram any parent would dread to receive during the Great War. The telegram informed them about his death seven days prior. Owen was aged 25. His friend Sassoon found out about his friend's death months later[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Gillian Hill, Historic UK, Wilfred Owen 
<https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Wilfred-Owen/> (Accessed 27 October 2022)
] 


Two years after his death, to keep Owen's memory and his love for poetry alive, his dear friend Sassoon edited and published his poems alongside Edith Sitwell and created a book called 'Poems by Wilfred Owen'[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  British Library, Collection Items Poems by Wilfred Owen
<https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/poems-wilfred-owen> (Accessed on 29 October 2022)
] 


Due to Sassoon, his reputation grew immensely, and with the help of Edmund Blunden, C.Day Lewis, Jon Stallworthy and Dominic Hibberd, his reputation continues to grow 104 years later. These are in the forms of various biographical memoirs, editions and critical analyses[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  The Wilfred Owen Association, Biography 
< http://www.wilfredowen.org.uk/wilfred-owen/biography> (Accessed 30 October 2022)
] 

Owen is listed amongst sixteen other poets from the Great War whose work has been commemorated in the Westminster Abbey Poet's Corner, where a marble plaque was erected on Armistice Day in 1985[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  Westminster Abbey, Poets of the First World War 
<https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-commemorations/commemorations/poets-of-the-first-world-war> (Accessed 29 November 2022) ] 
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