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[bookmark: _Toc165594730]Mind Map of IdeasDark Web:
-Why is this platform still running?
-Laws surrounding what you can and can’t put on the internet.
Child Exploitation Online
Deep Fakes:
-People are generating AI pornographic images of celebrities and selling them online.
-New Online Safety Act
Grimes – ELF.TECH:
-AI generated music
-People are using artists voices to create their own music.
-People can fake what celebrities say.

Technology and the law are constantly developing, however, is technology improving at a faster rate than the law can keep up with?
Legalisation of Drugs in the UK
Research Proposal Ideas


Should we be legalising and regulating drugs in the UK? 

In 2020 Organised crime was a leading factor in over 46,000 recorded offences and have been increasing ever since. An understanding of why this is happening and a solution to the problem is needed more than ever.

Is the Law Behind on Cyber Crime?

Things to look at:
-Peter Bleksley
-Amsterdam
-Oregon 





Creators of social media:
-Case Study: Currently being scrutinised by the government and the public for failing to safeguard their technology.



Things to look at:
-underlying genetic factors
-underlying psychological factors
-Rehabilitation programmes



4.58 billion people use the internet worldwide, (Khrais & Gabbori, 2023). Technology is being exploited by individuals who are preying on vulnerable children.

Psychology of People who Offend Aginst Children

Majority of the public believe that individuals who commit child sexual offences are usually very black and white cases. However, child sexual offences are more complex than people may think. Why is this happening and is it possible to address and prevent this issue?

	Things to look at:
-Policies on different social medias and apps.
-How are app creators safeguarding children.
-Is reporting this behaviour effective?
The public perception of child sexual offenders makes it hard for people to come forward and get help. Is it possible to help these individuals?
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: Hannah Jones
	 Student number: 2203446

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: “Understanding Psychological and Genetic Influences on Child Sexual Exploitation: Strategies for Prevention and Intervention"
Child sexual exploitation has profound effects on society, making it crucial to understand the underlying causes. This research aims to examine various contributing factors, such as psychological and genetic influences, providing a broader perspective on the issue. Despite existing knowledge, much remains unknown about the psychological and genetic factors driving these offenses. Public opinion on child sexual exploitation tends to be polarised, often overlooking the complexities involved. This research seeks to explore these complexities in greater depth. Investigating such a multifaceted topic will facilitate the development of important skills and foster a deeper understanding of ethical considerations in sensitive areas. Addressing and preventing these crimes requires a deeper understanding of the factors that drive individuals to commit them. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim: To investigate the psychological and genetic factors contributing to child sexual exploitation, with the goal of informing effective prevention and intervention strategies.
Objectives:
1. To analyse the psychological and genetic factors contributing to child sexual exploitation, including personality traits, mental health disorders, genetic influences, and behavioural patterns.

2. To review existing literature on the interplay between psychological and genetic factors in child sexual offenses and identify research gaps.


3. To evaluate and enhance current prevention and intervention strategies for child sexual exploitation by developing recommendations that address both psychological and genetic influences on offending behaviour.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:  
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a complex social and psychological phenomenon with profound implications for individuals and society. To understand the multifaceted nature of CSE, it is essential to explore the psychological and genetic factors that may contribute to the likelihood of offending behaviour. This theoretical context reviews existing literature and frameworks that address these dimensions.
Psychological Factors
Psychological theories provide critical insights into the behaviours and motivations underlying child sexual exploitation. Cognitive-behavioural theory suggests that offenders may possess distorted thinking patterns that justify their actions, often viewing victims as objects rather than individuals with rights and autonomy (Harris & Rice, 2006). These cognitive distortions facilitate the rationalisation of harmful behaviours, leading to a disconnection from the emotional consequences of their actions.
Additionally, Social Learning Theory, proposed by Albert Bandura, emphasises that behaviours are learned through observation and imitation. Children exposed to sexualised behaviours or environments where exploitation is normalised may internalise these behaviours as acceptable. This perspective underscores the role of environmental factors and the influence of media, family dynamics, and peer interactions in shaping attitudes towards CSE. By understanding the mechanisms of social learning, practitioners can develop prevention strategies that alter these learned behaviours and perceptions.
Genetic Factors 
The exploration of genetic influences on child sexual exploitation is a burgeoning field within criminology. Recent studies suggest that certain genetic markers may correlate with predispositions for aggressive and impulsive behaviours, which are associated with higher risks of sexual offending (Beaver et al., 2016). The biosocial model posits that genetic predispositions interact with environmental factors, such as childhood trauma or abuse, to influence behaviour (Moffitt, 2005). Understanding these interactions is crucial for developing effective prevention strategies that address both biological and environmental factors.
Interplay of Psychological and Genetic Influences
The integration of psychological and genetic theories offers a more comprehensive understanding of CSE. Research has indicated that individuals with specific genetic predispositions may be more susceptible to the effects of adverse psychological experiences, leading to a greater likelihood of engaging in exploitative behaviours (Rhee & Waldman, 2002). This perspective emphasises the need for a multifaceted approach to prevention and intervention, recognising that both internal predispositions and external influences contribute to the development of harmful behaviours.
Additionally, Developmental Psychopathology provides a framework for understanding how psychological disorders emerge and progress throughout the lifespan. This field examines the interplay between biological, psychological, and social factors, emphasising how early experiences, such as trauma or neglect, can influence later psychological outcomes. In the context of CSE, understanding developmental trajectories can help identify risk factors and inform prevention strategies tailored to at-risk populations. By recognising the dynamic interaction between genetic vulnerabilities and environmental influences, practitioners can better address the complexities associated with CSE and its psychological impact on individuals.
Gaps in Current Research
Despite the existing body of literature, significant gaps remain in understanding the complex interplay between psychological and genetic factors in child sexual exploitation. Much of the research has focused primarily on either psychological or genetic aspects in isolation, lacking a holistic approach that considers their interaction. Furthermore, public discourse often reflects a dichotomous view of offenders, oversimplifying the issue and ignoring the underlying complexities. This study aims to fill these gaps by providing a comprehensive analysis of both psychological and genetic influences on child sexual exploitation and examining how these insights can inform more effective prevention and intervention strategies.
Conclusion
The theoretical context outlined herein establishes a framework for exploring the psychological and genetic factors contributing to child sexual exploitation. By integrating cognitive-behavioural theories, social learning theory, genetic research, and the biosocial model, this research aims to provide a nuanced understanding of CSE. Ultimately, it seeks to inform more effective strategies for prevention and intervention, addressing the multifaceted nature of this critical issue.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
For this paper, a questionnaire will be employed as the primary research method to gather insights from the general public regarding child sexual exploitation (CSE). This method is advantageous as it allows for the collection of both qualitative and quantitative data, providing a well-rounded understanding of public perceptions and attitudes toward the issue.
The questionnaire will consist of a mix of open and closed questions. Closed questions will enable respondents to select predefined answers, facilitating easier quantitative analysis and comparison of responses. In contrast, open questions will allow participants to express their thoughts and feelings in their own words, yielding richer qualitative insights into their perspectives on CSE.
To measure attitudes and opinions more precisely, Likert scales will be utilised for several questions. Respondents will indicate their level of agreement or disagreement on a scale (e.g., 1 to 5), allowing for nuanced interpretations of attitudes toward various aspects of CSE. Additionally, rating scales will be incorporated to assess the importance or severity of different factors related to CSE, enabling a more detailed analysis of how the public prioritises these issues.
By employing this mixed-methods approach, the research aims to capture a comprehensive view of the societal attitudes towards CSE, which can provide valuable evidence for understanding the psychological and social dimensions of the problem. The combination of qualitative and quantitative data will facilitate a deeper analysis and interpretation of the findings, ultimately contributing to more informed prevention and intervention strategies.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target population for this research comprises the general public, reflecting a diverse array of perspectives and experiences related to child sexual exploitation (CSE). To systematically gather insights into public attitudes and opinions concerning this critical issue, a questionnaire will be developed and disseminated.
This instrument will be designed to facilitate the collection of both qualitative and quantitative data, thereby enabling a comprehensive analysis of societal perceptions surrounding CSE. By utilising a questionnaire format, the study aims to engage a broad audience, ensuring that a variety of viewpoints are captured and analysed. This approach is particularly beneficial for exploring complex social issues, as it allows respondents to articulate their thoughts and beliefs while also providing measurable data on public sentiment.
The questionnaire will be distributed widely to ensure adequate representation across different demographic groups. The inclusion of a mix of open and closed questions will enrich the data set, fostering a deeper understanding of the nuances in public opinion related to CSE. This methodology aims not only to quantify attitudes but also to contextualise them within the lived experiences and societal norms of respondents.


	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
I will mainly be using textbooks, journals, articles, and organisational strategic plans, as my secondary research. These are some examples of the types of sources I will be using. 
Sanghara, K. & Wilson, C. (2010) 'Stereotypes and attitudes about child sexual abusers: A comparison of experienced and inexperienced professionals in sex offender treatment', Legal and Criminological  Psychology, 11(2), pp. 229-244. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1348/135532505X68818.  (Accessed: 1st May 2024)
Jahn, K. et al. (2022) 'Serotonin system-associated genetic and epigenetic changes in pedophilia and child sexual offending', Journal of Psychiatric Research, 145, pp. 60-69. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2021.11.042. (Accessed: 1st May 2024)
Geiger, G. & Fischer, M. (2017) 'Incarcerated Sex Offenders in Rehabilitation Account for their Offending', Journal of Investigative Psychology and offender profiling, 14(1), pp. 43-59. Available at:  
https://doi.org/10.1002/jip.1460. (Accessed: 1st May 2024)

Levenson, J. et al. (2007) 'Public Perceptions About Sex Offenders and Community Protection Policies', Analyses of social issues and public policy, 7(1), pp 137-161. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1530-2415.2007.00119.x. (Accessed: 1st May 2024)
McKillop, N. & Price, S. (2023) The Potential for Anti-Stigma Interventions to Change Public Attitudes Toward Minor-Attracted Persons: A Replication and Extension of Jara and Jeglic’s Study. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse 32(6), pages 694-714. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1663970. (Accessed: 1st May 2024)
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Hannah Jones

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Institute of management health


	4
	Campus:
	Swansea


	5
	E-mail address:
	2203446@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07538389067


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2203446

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional Policing 

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Mike Durke




SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (Mike Durke)

	☒	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	‘What are the psychological and genetic factors that contribute to individuals becoming child sex offenders, and how can they be effectively addressed and prevented?’

	2
	Proposed start date:
	September 2024
	Proposed end date:
	May 2025

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
Through an exploration of psychological and genetic factors, the researcher seeks to elucidate the underlying reasons that contribute to individuals engaging in child sexual offenses. This comprehension is critical for the development of targeted interventions and preventive measures. Identifying individuals at risk of becoming child sex offenders, based on psychological and genetic markers, can facilitate early intervention and the establishment of effective support mechanisms. Such interventions may encompass therapeutic approaches, counselling, and other treatment modalities designed to address underlying issues before they escalate into harmful behaviours.
Research in this domain can inform the formulation of prevention strategies, which may include educational programs, community outreach initiatives, and policy interventions aimed at mitigating the incidence of child sexual abuse. Furthermore, a nuanced understanding of the psychological and genetic factors associated with child sexual offending can enhance rehabilitation efforts, ultimately aiming to reduce recidivism rates among offenders. By targeting these foundational factors, interventions can be more effective in preventing recidivism and facilitating successful reintegration into society.
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question
‘Understanding Psychological and Genetic Influences on Child Sexual Exploitation: Strategies for Prevention and Intervention’


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
Aim 1: To investigate the psychological factors associated with child sexual exploitation. 
Aim 2: To explore the genetic influences that may predispose individuals to child sexual exploitation.
Aim 3: To develop comprehensive prevention and intervention strategies informed by psychological and genetic insights.
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
Aim 1 Objectives
1. To conduct a comprehensive analysis of personality traits prevalent among individuals who engage in child sexual exploitation, focusing on traits such as aggression, impulsivity, and empathy deficits.

2. To examine the prevalence of mental health disorders in offenders, including but not limited to depression, anxiety, and antisocial personality disorder, and their relationship to exploitative behaviours.


3. To explore behavioural patterns associated with child sexual exploitation, identifying key risk behaviours and life experiences that may predispose individuals to such offenses.
Aim 2 Objectives
1. To identify specific genetic markers and heritable traits linked to offending behaviour through a review of existing genetic studies in criminology and psychology.

2. To investigate the interaction between genetic predispositions and environmental factors, assessing how external influences may exacerbate or mitigate genetic risks for child sexual exploitation.
3. To analyse the interactions between genetic predispositions and psychosocial factors that contribute to the risk of child sexual exploitation, aiming to identify key influences that may exacerbate or mitigate these risks.
Aim 3 Objectives
1. To evaluate the current landscape of prevention and intervention programs, assessing their effectiveness in addressing the psychological and genetic factors contributing to child sexual exploitation.

2. To analyse existing strategies and programs aimed at preventing child sexual exploitation and propose evidence-based recommendations for enhancing their effectiveness.


3. To design and propose an integrated prevention framework that incorporates psychological assessments and genetic screenings to identify at-risk individuals early in their development.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	This research will utilise a questionnaire to collect primary data on the selected topic, employing a combination of open and closed questions to gather insights from the general public. Additionally, Likert scales and rating scales will be incorporated to measure attitudes and opinions related to the subject matter. This mixed-methods approach will facilitate the collection of both qualitative and quantitative data, enabling comprehensive analysis and utilisation as part of the evidence base.
To ensure data consistency and encourage honest responses while minimising biases, the questionnaire will be designed to be anonymous. Quantitative data obtained from the questionnaire will be analysed using pie charts and graphs to identify trends and patterns.
In terms of secondary research, research of existing literature will be conducted, encompassing academic journals, books, reports, and online databases. This review will involve the analysis and synthesis of information from prior studies examining the psychological and genetic factors associated with child sexual offending. The secondary research will provide contextual understanding, identify knowledge gaps, and either support or challenge the hypotheses derived from the primary data.
(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity


	8
	Swansea, UWTSD 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☐

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☐

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
A survey will be conducted and released via a link on social media, 100 participants are to be expected.

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Members of the public

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Friends, family, general members of the public

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	[bookmark: _Toc165583692][bookmark: _Toc165583897][bookmark: _Toc165590467][bookmark: _Toc165594733]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc165583693][bookmark: _Toc165583898][bookmark: _Toc165590468][bookmark: _Toc165594734]1
	[bookmark: _Toc165583694][bookmark: _Toc165583899][bookmark: _Toc165590469][bookmark: _Toc165594735]Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	[bookmark: _Toc165583695][bookmark: _Toc165583900][bookmark: _Toc165590470][bookmark: _Toc165594736]Yes 
	☐

	
	
	[bookmark: _Toc165583697][bookmark: _Toc165583902][bookmark: _Toc165590472][bookmark: _Toc165594738]No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	If participants would like the results of the survey or results of the research, a summary of the paper will be sent to them, or the results can be discussed with them.


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	When creating a survey, a description of what the topic is and what it aims to find out will be provided so that the public know what the survey will be about and decide whether they feel comfortable participating in my research. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	The survey will be anonymous. Names, addresses, emails or phone numbers will not be required to take part in the survey. 


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	I will be using my personal laptop which has facial recognition and password protected. To ensure that I don’t lose any of the data I will back it up on a portable drive and put it in a location only known to me. 

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Only I will have access to the data generated by my survey.


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	The data will be stored on a personal laptop which has a facial recognition system in place and password protected, the password is only known to one person, and only that person will have access to the information. Data will also be stored on a memory stick which primarily stays locked in an apartment which only one person has access to. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒



SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date: 11/10/2024




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/



[bookmark: _Toc165594740]Justification of your chosen Research Method

The research method that I have chosen is to create an online survey on my selected topic, which I will promote on social media to encourage others to complete. I have chosen this method for a number of reasons, firstly, they allow researchers to collect a large amount of data from a wide range of participants. By surveying a large number of individuals, I can obtain a diverse set of perspectives and experiences, which can lead to more comprehensive and accurate findings. 
Secondly, surveys offer a great deal of flexibility in terms of the questions that can be asked. Researchers can design surveys to gather both qualitative and quantitative data, depending on the research objectives. This flexibility allows for a deeper understanding of the topic being studied. 
Another advantage of surveys is that they can be administered in various formats, including online surveys and paper-based surveys. This accessibility makes surveys a convenient and cost-effective method of data collection. 
Moreover, surveys provide a level of anonymity and privacy for participants. This will be an important factor when it comes to my survey because the topic I have chosen can be considered sensitive or controversial. By offering that anonymity I can encourage honest and candid responses, as individuals may feel more comfortable sharing their thoughts and opinions without fear of judgment or repercussions. 
Additionally, surveys offer the opportunity to reach a large and diverse audience, including individuals from different geographical locations, age groups, and backgrounds. This broad representation enhances the generalisability of my research findings, making them applicable to a wider population. 
Surveys also allow for the collection of data in a structured and standardised manner. By using pre-determined questions and response scales, I can ensure consistency in data collection and analysis. This reduces the potential for bias and enhances the reliability of the research findings. 
Furthermore, surveys can be conducted relatively quickly, providing me with timely data that can inform decision-making processes or address current issues. This timeliness is especially valuable since I will need to complete my paper within the academic year. 
Lastly, surveys can be used to establish correlations and identify patterns within the collected data. I can analyse the survey responses to uncover relationships between variables, which can help in understanding cause-and-effect relationships or predicting future outcomes. 
In conclusion, surveys are a powerful and effective method of research due to their ability to collect large amounts of data, their flexibility in question design, their accessibility, and their potential for anonymity. They offer a structured and standardised approach to data collection, reaching a diverse audience and providing timely insights, (Jones, T. et al., 2013).

[bookmark: _Toc165594741]A minimum of 10 questions that could be used in the chosen data collection

Possible survey questions:

1. How old are you?
18-25            26-30           31-40        41-50       50+

2. Do you believe that there are underlying psychological factors which cause individuals to become child sex offenders?
Yes                    No

3. Do you believe that there are underlying genetic factors which cause individuals to become child sex offenders?
Yes                   No

4. Do you think it is possible to spot the signs that someone might commit child sexual offences? If yes, what do you think those signs are?
Yes                   No 
Answer:_____________________________________________________________

5. Do you think it is possible to treat child sex offenders? If no, why not?
Yes                   No
Answer: _____________________________________________________________

6. Do you think it is possible to treat those who are at risk of committing child sexual offences? If no, why not?
Yes                    No
Answer:______________________________________________________________

7. Do you think that the publics extremely negative opinion around this offence stops individuals from coming forward to look for possible treatment? If yes, why?
Yes                    No
Answer:______________________________________________________________


8. What would you suggest we do with individuals who commit child sexual offences?
Incarcerate them       Chemical Castration       Death Penalty       Rehabilitation       Therapy 

9. Do you think we need to conduct more research into the individuals who commit or are at risk of committing these types of offences in order to address and prevent it from happening?
Yes                       No

10. Please leave any comments on anything you feel may not have been covered in this questionnaire below.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Toc165594742]Evaluation of the chosen data analysis method
Child sexual offending is a multifaceted issue influenced by various psychological, social, and biological factors. Qualitative methods, such as content analysis of case studies, can capture the nuanced experiences, motivations, and perceptions of offenders, victims, and other stakeholders. Meanwhile, quantitative methods, such as surveys or statistical analysis of large datasets, can provide numerical insights into the prevalence, correlations, and predictive factors associated with child sexual offending. 
Using both qualitative and quantitative methods allows for triangulation, where findings from different sources are compared and contrasted to validate or enrich each other. For example, qualitative case studies of offenders may reveal common patterns in their experiences, which can then be tested quantitatively using surveys or statistical analyses to determine the extent of these patterns in a larger population. 
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