
ECAD6008: Day 7 - Differentiation



What is differentiation?



What do you 
already know 
about 
differentiation?
What do you 
want to know?



Who is in your 
class? 



Differentiation
One size fits all? 





Why differentiate?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7-D3gi2lL8




Allison and Tharby (2015)



• Differentiation will be obvious in every lesson
• You need some, most, all learning objectives
• Pupils should all be doing different tasks 

matched to their ability (at times 30+ pupils)
• Differentiation means giving every pupil work 

they can do



‘…our job, then, is to respond to and support students during 
lessons and over weeks, months and years, so that they all 
strive to reach, or in some cases surpass, this common goal.  In 
doing so, differentiation will lie in the skilfulness of our response 
to the anticipated and unanticipated difficulties that our 
students will encounter along the way.  This can only work 
effectively if we understand the individual students we are 
teaching, we have a deep knowledge of subject content and we 
know which parts of our subject students tend to find difficult’

Allison and Tharby (2015: 18) 





What students 
learn

How students 
show 

learning

How students 
learn

Where 
students learn





Task: Create a mind map demonstrating 
what each means of differentiation might 
look like in the English classroom.
Don’t forget to include the advantages and disadvantages of each approach





Pick a scene!



Task:

Consider the research findings, and 
exemplars of differentiated tasks on 
RSC’s website, and create a resource 
that could be used to differentiate the 
learning for pupils studying 
Shakespeare. I won’t be more 
prescriptive than that – be creative! 





Any questions?
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