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c.450 BCE – Empedocles The Four Elements 
Empedocles was born in c. 495 BCE in Akragas, Sicily. He was a philosopher best known for his theory that Earth, Air, Fire and Water make up everything in the world. 
[image: ][image: ]This belief simply summarized by Geōrgakellos is "The various forms are created from the endless combinations of four basic elements, the rhizomes (roots) - that is fire, water, air and earth" (Geōrgakellos, 2019). This idea can be found in his formulated philosophical program in hexameter verse. Figure 1: Statue of Empedocles (image from: (Wikidot.com, 2015)

However, Trepanier further explains that “Love and strife are opposites and can affect their volition” (Trépanier, 2013), Love is the principle of unification whereas strife is the separation. 

 This philosophy became dogma for over two millennia. People believed these elements were the basis of all matter. It even influenced more known figures such as  Aristotle who popularized and added to it. “And so, Empedocles’ four elements came to be known as the Aristotelian Elements” (Lenard, 2015). Not only this though as he is also thought to have influenced Plato, “Plato knew Empedocles poetry from a number of passages that borrow from it” (Trépanier, 2013).  One theory as to how Empedocles came to this theory is that  Figure 2: Diagram of the four elements (Image from: an edition of Lucretius De rerum natura, Ferrando (1472)

[bookmark: _GoBack]"Empedocles moved to the slopes of the volcano (Mt. Etna) to study, to explain the phenomenon, to verify his theory of the four elements" (Consolo, Bouchard and Massimo Lollini, 2006a, p.211).
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