What the Lewis Chessmen Can teach As About the Past
	When faced with the ivory visage of the legendary Lewis chessmen we are faced with many questions, this mysterious chess set is one of best sets of medieval chessmen that we have in existence. The set is both alien and familiar, it is very similar to modern sets of the popular game chess, but its mystery is hidden in the differences it presents. The fascinatingly sculpted pieces reveal a lot about the world that produced them. The ivory that was used as a medium for the art reveals things about the material medieval artists used, as does the art revel much about the arms, armour and fashion proudly on display through these fascinating 12th century pieces. All this leads to the obvious question; what can these chessmen teach historians about history? What secrets of medieval fashion and life are hidden under the surface of a seemingly simple set of chess figures? How can a thorough examination of this archeological find enlighten historians about the slightly mirky and poorly understood world of early medieval 12th century Scotland?
	The Lewis Chessmen were most likely discovered in the spring of 1831 in Uig on the isle of Lewis[footnoteRef:1] on of the many islands around Scotland, although this is disputed, these chessmen sparked a lot of debate about their origin soon after their discovery. Theories ranged from a native Scottish origin, a Danish or Norwegian one, or even as far as Iceland. However, they were most likely have been produced in Trondheim, Norway[footnoteRef:2]. The Lewis chessmen are an interesting insight into the world of the North Sea in the 12th century. The insight they provide for the arms and armour of the North Sea area on the 12th century is unparalleled. They show historians the types of equipment, most notably helmets, shields, and swords. The pieces are one of the earliest pieces of evidence for the presence of kettle helmets in Europe, some of the warden and knight pieces wear rounded bowler hat shaped helmets.[footnoteRef:3] A popular style of helmet in the 50 years after the production of these figures. This opens the door to new evidence for historians to better understand the prevalence and origin of certain helmet styles in northern Europe in the latter half of the eleven hundreds. The kite shields carried by many of the Warden and Knight pieces also reveal changing styles of defense and protection in the latter half of the ancient world. From the more distinctly Norman shaped tear drop kite shields, to the later flat top kites, the Lewis chessmen illustrate a time when there was overlap between the styles.[footnoteRef:4] Their value to the study of the North Sea world’s trade and warfare cannot be understated.  [1:    F. W. L. Thomas, ‘Notes on the Lewis Chessmen’, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 4.2 (1863), p. 411]  [2:  David H Caldwell, Mark A Hall, and Caroline M Wilkinson, ‘The Lewis Hoard of Gaming Pieces: A Re-Examination of Their Context, Meanings, Discovery and Manufacture’, Medieval Archaeology, 53.1 (2009), p. 174]  [3:  The British Museum. [n.d.]. ‘Collections Search | British Museum’, The British Museum https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?title=The%20Lewis%20Chessmen
]  [4:  The British Museum. [n.d.]. ‘Collections Search | British Museum’, The British Museum] 

	While there are some accounts of the chessmen being deposited as result of a shipwrecked merchant ship,[footnoteRef:5] these are most likely erroneous fabrications created in order to fill a gap in the understanding which arose from their comparatively early discovery. More modern research and reexamination of the evidence has suggested that these pieces were in fact most likely the possession of a noble on the isle of Lewis, as the island was part of the Kingdom of the Isles up through the 12th century, according to the Chronicle of Mann.[footnoteRef:6] This information opens up the possibility of enlightening modern historians about the status of this somewhat obscure kingdom, it stands as a tangible trade link from Norway all the way to the Scottish isles well after the age of so called viking expeditions and Norse traders. The Lewis chessmen are the object that demonstrate this. While it is possible that the chessmen came from a merchant’s stock, the lack of evidence of a trade in game sets is one of the primary reasons for the change on the scholarly opinion of the sets origin.[footnoteRef:7] As historian’s understanding of the middle ages grew the likelihood of North Sea traveling boardgame traders decreased. [5:  Thomas, ‘Notes on the Lewis Chessmen’, p. 412]  [6:  Caldwell, Hall, and Wilkinson, ‘The Lewis Hoard of Gaming Pieces, p. 176]  [7:  Caldwell, Hall, and Wilkinson, ‘The Lewis Hoard of Gaming Pieces, p. 198	] 

	Through their Norse provenance and their Scottish find location the Lewis chessmen are some of the most fascinating and important game pieces from the Medieval era. Their importance to the understanding of medieval arms and armour is incredibly high. They contribute an early link for the incredibly popular helmet style that was the kettle hat. The chessmen demonstrate the change of shield styles in the end of the Early Medieval era. This chess set’s excellent craftsmanship demonstrates the skill of the Norse ivory carvers. The very fact these chessmen are found in Scotland they help expand the understanding of the Kingdom of the Isles a very obscure kingdom centered on the Isle of Mann. The discovery of the Lewis chessmen in the 19th century was a turning point in the understanding of Medieval Scotland and Norway, and their trade and political relationship.  
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