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	LEVEL 7 ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATION



	Student name:
	
	Student number:
	

	Programme:
	DBA

	Module:
	Approaches to Research and Academic Communication 
	Module Level:
	7

	Module code:
	SBPD7001
	Contribution to Overall 
Module Assessment (%):
	100%

	Lecturer:
	Dr Millissa Cheung
	Internal Verifier:
	

	Assignment Title:
	Portfolio
	Assignment No :
	1 of 1

	Hand Out Date:
	7 July 2018
	Submission deadline:
	15 August 2018


	Referencing:
	In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have read or quoted in order to complete this assignment (e.g. for books: surname of author and initials,  year of publication, title of book, edition, publisher: place of publication). 

	Disclosure: 

	Please include the following statement on the title page of the submitted assignment, followed by your name:     
I declare that this assignment is all my own work and that I have acknowledged all materials used from the published or unpublished works of other people. All references have been duly cited.

	Student’s Signature:

	(Only where hard copies required)
	
Date:
	


	Turnitin: Lecturer to tick to indicate if an electronic version of the assignment must be submitted to Turnitin.  Note: the Turnitin version is the primary submission and acts as a receipt for the student. All students MUST submit their assessments by the specified deadline.  Late submissions will be subject to penalties. 
	YES
	· 

	
	
	



	
TASK DESCRIPTION



[bookmark: _Toc426719928]
	TASKS



Choose a well-focused topic in your field of interest.  You are to prepare a critical review of the research carried out on this topic over the past ten years, in which you also fully examine the epistemological, ontological and ethical issues in this research.  Your portfolio should consist of the following:
· A critical literature review and bibliography of key research carried out on your topic over the last ten years. (Note that you may also include older references if they are considered foundational for the more recent research.) (4,000 words, 50%)
· A detailed discussion of one of the research studies mentioned in your literature review, focusing on research philosophy, ethics, reliability and validity.  (3,500 words, 30%)
· A thirty-minute oral defense (viva) of your research (20%)


	LENGTH REQUIRED



7,500 words +/- 10%.  

 
	FORMATTING AND LAYOUT




Please note the following when completing your written assignment:
1. Writing: Written in English in an appropriate business/academic style
1. Focus: Focus only on the tasks set in the assignment.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Length:  7,500 words +/- 10%
1. Formatting: Typed on A4 paper in Times New Roman or Arial font 12 with at 2 centimetre space at each edge, 1.5 spaced and pages numbered.
1. Document format: Word 
1. Ensure a clear title, course, and name or ID number is on a cover sheet and a bibliography using Harvard referencing throughout is also provided.
1. Research: Research should use reliable and relevant sources of information e.g. academic books and journals that have been peer reviewed. The research should be extensive. 


The use of a range of information sources is expected – academic books, peer reviewed journal articles, professional articles, press releases and newspaper articles, reliable statistics, company annual reports and other company information.




	

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA


This section details the assessment criteria. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. The marks available for each criterion are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	Criteria
	Marks
Available
	Marks
Awarded

	Identification and selection of appropriate research papers
	10%
	

	Thematic structure 
	10%
	

	Critical evaluation
	20%
	

	Writing clarity, style, grammar, correct use of Harvard referencing
	10%
	

	Understanding of research philosophy
	10%
	

	Critical discussion of ethical and methodological issues
	10%
	

	Writing clarity, style, grammar
	10%
	

	Presentation skills (Clarity, audibility, enthusiasm)
	10%
	

	Ability to respond to questions
	10%
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	
Up to one week late, maximum of 50% 
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