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[bookmark: _Toc92911944]Investigating Approaches to Community Development: London Borough of Hackney
Being part of a community is important to being human. A sense of community is essential to establish peace and harmony among the society. It allows people to connect, reach their goals and make them feel safe and secure. The feeling of association, cooperation, togetherness and division of work creates a healthy environment full of harmony, unity and friendship. This report examines the London Borough of Hackney. Hackney is a diverse local authority area where many communities have made their home. It is a dynamic, cohesive, growing community with a mix of backgrounds, countries of origin and congregations. However, challenges arise in any part of a community and emanate from any aspect of community life. This report gives an overview of Hackney’s characteristics and demographics while exploring the issues faced within the community including child poverty and affordable housing crisis. Further, the report discusses two distinct development efforts within the borough to address these issues while exploring the methods used to communicate this information and giving recommendation. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911945]Characteristics and Demographics
[bookmark: _Toc92911946]Population Characteristics
Hackney is a London borough in Inner London with an area of 19.06 square kilometres. The borough population is estimated at 281 100 people, which will grow to 316 500 by 2041. As of 2020, the population density was 14 737 per kilometre squared.
[bookmark: _Toc92911947]Race and Ethnicity
The borough is a culturally diverse area. According to the 2011 Census estimates, approximately 40% of the population came from black and minority ethnic groups (Office for National Statistics, 2011). Black or Black British were the largest groups representing 20% of the population. White British represent 36% while 'other white' represents 16%. Moreover, Charedi Jewish people account for 7% of the borough’s overall population representing one of the largest groups in Europe (Hackney, 2019a).       
[bookmark: _Toc92911948]Religion
There is a diversity of religions and beliefs among Hackney’s communities. Over 33% of the borough’s residents are Christians, lower than England and London averages (Team, I. and LB Hackney Policy, 2020). Further, 6% of people identify as Jewish, while 14% say they are Muslim (Hackney, 2019a).
[bookmark: _Toc92911949]Disability
The 2011 Census indicated that 14.6% of the population were disabled or experiencing long-term limiting illness (Office for National Statistics, 2011). Further, an estimated 7,000 disabled adults in the borough, and around 300 in the city, may not access the healthcare services they need (Popplewell, Rechel, and Abel, 2014). Approximately 18 000 carers in the borough provide unpaid support to many disabled, ill or frail (Hackney, 2019a).
[bookmark: _Toc92911950]Employment
Hackney’s working-age adults who have no qualifications represent 9% compared to 6.7 for London overall, which is one of the highest rates (Hackney, 2019). The average unemployment rate in the 2018-2021 period for the borough was 5.2% (Trust for London, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc92911951]Crime
Between 2003 and 2015, crime decreased by more than 33% but have increased by a third since 2015. Crime in the borough is now higher than in other inner-London boroughs with similar economic and social traits (Team and LB Hackney Policy, 2020).  
[bookmark: _Toc92911952]Child Poverty
In the borough, 28% of children live below the poverty line, which is the fourth-highest child poverty rate in London. This implies that 28% of children live in families whose income is less than £264 a week or £13,728 a year before housing costs have been deducted from their income (Hackney, 2019b).
[bookmark: _Toc92911953]Affordable Housing Crisis
Hackney is experiencing an unprecedented housing crisis with many people in insecure temporary accommodation and high rents. Over 3000 families live in unsuitable temporary accommodation, including hostels and bed and breakfasts. More than 34 000 households are part of Hackney’s increasing number of private renters (Hackney, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc92911954]Main Challenges Facing Hackney
Child poverty and the affordable housing crisis are among the two main challenges Hackney faces.
[bookmark: _Toc92911955]Child Poverty
Hackney has the third-highest level of child poverty in the UK. Hood and Waters (2017) reveal that 48% of children in the borough lived below the poverty line in 2017. Moreover, around 34% of families with at least one child below five years live below the poverty line (Parker, 2021). Poverty is also more likely to affect most vulnerable children, for instance, 41% of children who share a household with a disabled family member (Bridge the Gap, 2021). Further, children of those parents who claim Child Tax Credit or Universal Credit are likely to suffer the effects, especially with the end of the benefit extension on the horizon. The child poverty status accord with the percentage of students realising a ‘Good Level of Development’ in Hackney with the level below the London and the national average (Bridge the Gap, 2021). Jennette Arnold, a London Assembly member, blamed the government’s ‘damaging Welfare and reform cuts’, which has worsened child academic progression (Khan, 2021). On the other end, Lord Simon Wooley, the director of Operation Black Vote, claimed the government prioritised the needs of ‘white working-class children, sacrificing the needs of impoverished BAME children (Bridge the Gap, 2021). Hackney Council has strategised numerous initiatives to mitigate poverty effects and facilitate inclusion. Such initiatives include Inclusive economic strategy 2019-2025 and ‘Food Poverty Plan.’  Despite these efforts, there is still a need for more initiatives and measures. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911956]Affordable Housing Crisis 
The borough is facing an unprecedented housing crisis. Many families today are waiting for a Council home. Buying a home now costs 70 times the average household income (Hackney, 2022). Even worse, there has been no government funding to build council housing since 2010 (Hackney, 2022). Moreover, the Mayor of London provides limited funding, which is not enough to address the issue. Notably, the borough has one of the highest rates of households in temporary accommodation, with 28 households per 1 000 in Hackney in temporary accommodation compared to an average of 17 across London (Trust for London, 2020). Hackney Council has a not-for-profit housebuilding programme that has directly delivered over 1000 new homes for those in need of a council home (Hackney, 2022). However, many families waiting for council housing are less likely to receive affordable housing with the current demand. Therefore, there is a need to put more pressure on the government to address the underlying causes of the housing crisis and put measures in place to ensure that developers build homes that are affordable to local people.  
[bookmark: _Toc92911957]Development Efforts in Hackney
[bookmark: _Toc92911958]Addressing Child Poverty in Hackney Borough 
The issue of child poverty in London is rising to alarming levels.  With 48% of all children living in Hackney classified as poor, development initiatives have come up to address this developmental disaster (Sheridan, 2021). The Child Poverty Action Group has come up as one of the lobby facilities keen on highlighting the welfare of children poverty in Hackney with an aim of bring actors into action and positively changing the situation. In 2018, the action group commenced a data-driven campaign to lobby leadership response from UK councillors (Child Poverty Action Group, 2018). The wider goal within the campaign remained that of ensuring that political leaders understand the gravity of the situation and activate a framework of using policy to end child poverty in Hackney. This campaign targeted at least six critically important areas: ways of crisis prevention and support, issues of council tax, a focus on early development years and relevant childcare steps, the issue of education, the factor of schools and a focus on life chances, sources of support and how the councillors would stay in touch with all the issues highlighted. The intersecting point in this campaign is that of ensuring local leaders guide the way in activating a policy-driven response to the child poverty crisis within the borough.  
The Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) insists that the local authorities and councillors sitting in London indicates that many households cannot access the welfare support they require as they remain unaware of what they can claim (Trust for London, 2022). To that end, the campaign works as a pathway of a bridge to getting the news, the stories and the data to people in authorities, humanitarian partners and media facilities as a measure of distributing the awareness. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911959]Addressing the Affordable Housing Crisis in Hackney Borough 
The City of London, as the local authority, responsible for housing issues in London activated a house program designed to address the issue of unaffordable housing crisis within the Hackney Borough. The larger London authority, carry leadership over the Hackney Council, plans to distribute at least 1 billion sterling pounds for the construction of 15,000 homes across 15 councils (Glanville, 2017). Hackney forms part of the flagship councils under this program. The plan carries at least four functions. One, London intends to ensure that the Hackney Council absorbs the capacity to gradually develop independence in designing affordable housing programs. It is also a way of developing housing construction and expertise among council housing officials. Two, it is a systematic way of improving the housing grants available to Hackney council. The framework increases the ambition of recipient councils in coming up with bigger and bolder housing plans ensuring that Hackney can end its unaffordable housing crisis with a decade (Lee et al., 2017). Three, the London Council desires to firmly control the right-to-buy receipts and ensure that people access houses and the local authorities, such as Hackney Council, use the proceeds from tenant purchases to address other social challenges within the borough (Parker and Maury, 2020). Finally, it is a system of giving the councils a chance of improving their borrowing headroom. They can proceed to expand their capital and develop mores sets of affordable borrowing. It is a development mechanism driven by the most important development catalysts in the UK society; the local authorities. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911960]Methods of Communication (Include a discussion on media and social communication)
The Child Poverty Action Group, as the drivers of the campaign against child poverty in the Hackney Borough, are applying a number of communication tactics. One, they have written data-driven reports to highlight the problem depth and highlight possible ways of addressing the problem. They follow up with briefs. All reports and briefs remain published in their website (Child Poverty Action Group, 2018). The website carries a news’ and blog section created to highlight personalized stories on child poverty in Hackney and the wider London city. Beyond these conventional and digital driven communication platforms, the group proceeds to share information on the child poverty situation in Hackney through the Facebook page and Twitter handle. Below is the Child Poverty Action Group website:
[image: ]
For the housing program in Hackney spearheaded by the London Council, the authority mainly reports through its council website. However, very many mainstream and digital media platforms have picked up details of the program and shared in their platforms. As an example, the East London Lines shared the program in its web-driven bulletin on December 1, 2017. As an authority, the institution relies on media facilities to circulates such formal news. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911961]Theoretical Approaches
Abraham Maslow’s theory of needs qualified as the ‘Hierarchy of Needs’ lists the five most import section of issues that a human being must address in their pathway to a truly fulfilling life. The first and the most basic remains that of physiological set of needs (Ghozali, 2020). In this category, everyone requires such basic attention as shelter or housing, food, clothing, sleep, comfort etc. The poor children of Hackney possess no capacity to assure themselves of needs’ provision within this area. It is within this logical background that development initiatives have to come up as a strategy of assisting the most vulnerable cohort in the society access their basic needs. Even prior to interrogating the other sets of needs designed by Maslow in his theory, it is urgently necessary to ensure that children access safe shelter, food and clothing. The only way to do so remains creating a clarified strategy seeking to arrest child poverty in Hackney. The unaffordable housing crisis still falls within the basic needs’ section of Maslow’s concept. Without a solution to affordable housing, many residents of Hackney cannot enjoy any other basic need in life.
The conflict theory indicates that it is possible for people living in different social or economic classes to engage in recurrent conflicts. Most environments with inequalities or having poor people often report the highest crime rates. Children growing in poverty with the Hackney borough may access the unintentional temptation to engage in crime as a way of ending lifestyle challenge (Tollefsen, 2017). Without an affirmative response to child poverty, the authorities in Hackney may be forced to address rising crime levels in the near future. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911962]Policies and Legislation
Some of the realities facing Hackney such as child poverty and unaffordable housing remain captured through a number of policies and legislation. One, exposing a child to poverty or locking a household from affordable housing firmly form part of social discrimination by governing authorities. The Equality Act (2010) categorically indicates that no one should be discriminated from anything (Equality & Human Rights Impact Assessment, 2022). It is a human rights’ issue when parts of the society cannot receive substantive attention based on their age of social class. Governing authorities must interpret this act in such a manner. The Human Rights Act placed in 1998 demands dignified treatment for all persons living within the United Kingdom (Equality & Human Rights Impact Assessment, 2022). The two developmental challenges present Hackney deny poor children and unhoused residents dignified ways of life. It remains the responsibility of all developmental actors to achieve accurate interpretations of the two acts. 
[bookmark: _Toc92911963]Conclusion and Recommendation
Hackney borough has occupied the media front rows for the extended child poverty and recurrent issues with affordable housing. This element proceeds to confirm that this area within London requires amplified attention on matters development. It is within this background that a number of development initiatives proceed to attract attention from developmental groups and authorities. The Child Poverty Action Group has taken up the initiative of lobbying for policy changes with authorities. The London Council allocated funds for the development of affordable housing. Proper communication and interpretation of allied policies will open up Hackney to accelerated attention on child poverty and affordable housing.
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