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Seminar notes 

My name is Chelsea Duffy and today I am going to take you through the decade of 1940 and what it was like for young people. Whilst we take a look at what tragedies occurred and how they affected the lives of young people. We are interested to see what music was popular and what fashion looked as you can imagine it has changed drastically over the years, so what clothing was popular, and how does this compare to what young people wear now? There is a lot more to this decade than we know, and a lot of incidents happened that struck the lives of young people. We changed what support was available to young people and what provisions became available post world war. Young people were affected by many things during 1940, and one being education. The education setting in 1940 is extremely different to how we know it now. 

In 1939 Britain declared war against Germany, this war continued for 6 years ending in 1945. The war was a difficult place for young people as it meant they would be taken away from their families. Not only where they taken away, but they were also positioned to live with another family that they didn’t know. According to the National Archive. (N.D )  Whilst most children were evacuated from cities to small rural areas, some were actually evacuated abroad to places such as Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. This brought in the 1940 Children Oversea Reception Scheme which evacuated over 2,000 children from England to Dominion countries………. Whilst they were going through World War 2, the government issued what was called rationing. Meaning families could only buy a certain amount of food to get by. The rationing didn’t end until 8 years after World War 2 had ceased. This also meant a lot of young people went hungry, and starving due to the families not being able to provide a sufficient amount of food…………. Young people also had a job within World War 2 and were often used as messengers whilst also knitting clothing for the troops. Young people would also help out working on farms and helping farmers with pest control. This was particularly important as it helped to stop food from being destroyed……..
Young people often had lessons on how to put on their gas mask and often undertook evacuations to ensure their safety if their area was affected by the war. They also participated practicing air raid within school times. A lot of young people died during the war, and some were left as orphans (BBC Bitesize, N.D). The war was a really difficult time for young people, as it also interrupted their education. Due to the evacuation of children this disrupted the education system, and leaving those schools in a rural area overcrowded. Whilst schools were overcrowded this didn’t stop the tragedies that carried on, which included bombing of schools. Schools also started building classrooms within their basements, whilst other schools taught outside due to the school being damaged. According to UK Parliament, (2025) Education act 1944 was released. This meant the compulsory age for school was 15, previously being 14 years old. The act was brought in to provide free secondary education for all young people. Whilst the act also separated primary and secondary school education. The act also allowed married women to teach, as they previously couldn’t. The act also created a new system to determine teachers salaries. According to Bolton (2012) There were over 2 million students who attended grant aided establishments in Wales and England for further education – evening and part-time courses. The increase in public sector schools rose to just under 1,400 in the early 1940s. After 1944 the number of secondary school pupils continued to rise rapidly as the increase in the school leaving age and the ‘baby boomer’ generation had their effect. Numbers increased to 1.3 million in 1946 . 
( Library Volunteers, 2014 ) Argues that in 1941 it was compulsory for those aged 16 to 18 to join a youth club in which we know as Guides and Brownies ( for girls ) and Scouts ( for boys ) this was made compulsory by the government as they wanted Young People to to help with the war against Germany. 
The Scouts were often asked to build air raid shelters, and the older boys were asked to join the armed forces and the Air Force would arrange training camps during the summer holidays.
The Guides and Brownies went to learn new skills to be apart of the Junior Air Corps. They would also collect fruit to make Jam, whilst also collecting scrap to recycle. 

According to Natale. (2020) In the 1940’s it was also apparent that soldiers often used substances to help them to stay more alert. ( BBC Three, 2018) states Babies were also given opiates to help with teething. You could buy cocaine, heroin and morphine off the pharmacy shelf. Which is strange comparing to today’s era where these substances are classed as “class ! drugs” which are now illegal within the UK, and you can now be sent to prison for even having these drugs in your possession. Although this doesn’t stop people from using them.  (Sentencing Council, 2023)
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