Gobbet 2 
Scene From Bayeux Tapestry; Harold swears an oath to William 
 
The Bayeux Tapestry is an embroidered cloth depiction of the Normans conquest of England from the point of view of the Normans themself. It measures at close to 70 meters in length and a height of 50 centimetres with its creation being in the 11th century. (Material description) There are several thoughts to who had commissioned a piece and its origin, it was found in Bayeux Cathedral, which was built by Odo, William the Conqueror's half-brother who, following the Conquest, was named Earl of Kent and would be England's Regent for a time while his brother returned to Normandy. With several of his followers appearing on the tapestry and the Cathedral's construction starting in the 1070s it is thought that Odo commissioned this for the Cathedrals completion.  
 
The Bayeux Tapestry is one of several artifacts, that give an insight into the way the Normans viewed themselves. As such it is steeped in Norman Iconography, while following Harold Godwinson and William, Duke of Normandy as the protagonists. Showing the events that lead into the conquest of England and the death of Harold. The scene of focus is of Harold Swearing an Oath to William. Before this Harold spent time as the prisoner of Guy, Count of Ponthieu and was “freed” into William’s care. Then is taken along on campaign against Conan II the Duke of Brittany. After Harold is possibly knighted by William and gifted arms and armour and swearing an oath upon saintly relics. Though the Tapestry says, and Oath is sworn it is of an unknown nature. Though some discuss it was Harold renouncing his claim to the English throne to William. One could easily surmise this to be a way for the Normans to retell events to make them seem noble and Harold being an oathbreaker of saint's relics which would be a heinous thing, and a way to make the claim and conquest seem more legitimate to the nobility and the make the records see their view. As such it is quite easy to see this piece as a propaganda piece one of several ways, they tried to make the Conquest legitimate. Especially as the tapestry depicts in a later scene Harold being crowned by an excommunicated priest further delegitimising Harold. One cannot claim divine right to rule when you brake oath is sworn on saint’s relics and a denounced priest is one to lay the crown on you. As such this is would be an odd piece to take at face value. Though it is fantastic as a view into the Norman state of mind on politics and culture. After all, how one tells you the story is just as important as its content.  
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