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	Note below your ideas for your research: Choose something that you find interesting 

	· Risk factors impacting on sexual exploitation with young people.
· How youth work practitioner can respond to supporting young people

· Understand healthy sexual relationships

· Youth worker giving information, advice and specialist support across a range of issues, to young people, aged 11-25, and their families.

	How practical will this idea be: e.g. what resources do you require? How much time do you have? 

	· Will be getting information from placement and research
· Library

· Staff interview

· Desktop research

· Government resources and policies

	Outline the overall aim, and separate research questions you may want to explore

	· Aim of the research is to further my knowledge and understanding on my chosen topic and have more awareness of the risk factors that young people may face within exploitation

· How youth workers can respond to this and support young people to have a safe and healthy wellbeing 


Applied Research Project Proposal  
When writing your proposal please think about the following (up to 1000 words): 
	1. Aim of study/your topic area/issue for research;  

	2. Research Objectives/questions; 
3. Reflect upon why you are going to explore the topic you have chosen;  

	4. Literature you are going to explore; 

	5. Methodology/methods of data collection you intend to use;
6. What Ethical considerations do you need to be mindful of? 

	7. What would be the positive outcomes of engaging in this research? Who will benefit? How does it relate to Youth and Community work practice? 
8. How will you disseminate your research? 



	


Research Proposal 
This research proposal will explore " Risk and protector factors of Child Sexual Exploitation: a case study of local youth work practice of how youth work can respond." This will include the aims and purpose of this study as well as the preparation, methods and outcomes that will demonstrate the rationale for the research. This study will also critically analyse youth work policies and principles and take in to consideration ethical dilemmas and difficulties that might be tackled throughout the research process. The purpose of this research project is to develop a clear understanding recognise the risk and protector factors within child sexual exploitation. In addition, it will enable youth workers to build on their knowledge and understanding on risk and protector factors of Child Sexual Exploitation.

The aim of this study is to develop an in-depth understanding on risk and protector factors of child sexual exploitation and how youth work can respond. The intention is to increase awareness of risk and protector factors of sexual exploitation, recognise what the youth support service have put in place to support young people and how youth work can improve the safeguarding of young people (WAG, 2017).

The objective of this study is to investigate risk and protector factors of child sexual exploitation. These findings will then be compared to other research to support youth workers to be aware of the indicators of risk on child sexual exportation. This research will enable youth workers to explore a depth of information which they can learn from to increase their own confidence and provide the best service to support a child who has been sexual exploited. The research seeks to identify risk and protector factors of child sexual exploitation and focus on communication used by youth workers to work effectively with young people to act and provide a safe and supporting environment (LSIS, 2012; WG, 2014; WAG, 2007; WLGA, 2013).

The purpose is to promote healthy and unhealthy sexual relationships to young people and identify and respond to young people who seek information on sexual exploitation. Following this, it is to support youth workers to enable them to learn from the research evidence by providing other views and opinions. This will hopefully encourage and increase the confidence of youth workers when they need to approach action however being mindful of the sensitivity at the same time (Ingram and Harris, 2001).

A critical literature review will be carried out focusing on the areas of risk and 
protector factors of child sexual exploitation, further exploring what youth support services have put in place to support young people and how youth work can respond to this. This study will explore the following topics:

· Risk and protective indicators of child sexual exploitation

· Youth support services

· How youth work can respond

These sections consider literature about the chosen topic and creates a summary of existing information. Much of the literature will explore secondary data to illustrate an argument then focuses on the key information collected. The attention for this literature review will focus on exploring existing research through a critical review of books, journals, case studies and articles (Punch and Oancea, 2014; Thomas, 2017).

When exploring this area, the research strategy that has been chosen is qualitative. Qualitative research is “One of the most powerful ways we have of understanding others” (Punch and Oancea, 2014: 182). A qualitative method approach is an effective way to collect important detailed information around a topic of choice. When considering this research, data will be gathered from multiple sources such as books, websites, journals and articles as this will 
give a broader view of data collecting. The use of qualitative research is well established as it gives you definitions of situations and a personal unique perspective approach. However, there are certain drawbacks associated with the use of qualitative research, which in this case the data is too sensitive to 
collect as a primary source. When using this experimental method, you must be mindful of the person/s wellbeing as this may trigger traumatic memories (Punch and Oancea, 2014). This is measured by taking consideration of an ethical problem which will be explained further in this proposal. Ethical consideration is to ensure risks are reduced and the wellbeing of the participants are protected (ETS Cymru and YMCA Wales community college, 2012).

The method that will be used for this research project is a semi structured interview approach as it uses opened ended questions which allows more information to be gathered while being flexible to questions. The main disadvantage of the experimental method is that it can be easy to go off track and bring it back to the main aim of the interview (Punch and Oancea, 2014).

Prior to undertaking this research, ethical clearance was obtained from the University of Wales Trinity St David ethical principles and will be fully abided by. In particular, it will also follow external ethical guidance materials from BERA Educational guidelines, Community Participatory Research Ethical guidelines and Code of Occupational Ethics for Youth Service in Wales.

When undertaking the semi structure interview with a staff member the 
researcher will make sure that they explain the nature of the interview before obtaining consent from the participant. They will inform the participant that all research notes taken will be kept in a safe place and destroyed after use and finally that they can opt out withdrawing consent of the interview at any time throughout the conversation (Punch and Oancea, 2014; Thomas, 2017). The participant will remain anonymous and be referred to as X.   

Engaging in this research project will increase confidence and enhance understanding and knowledge on this topic to help in future careers. This research project will benefit specialists in youth work to gain skills and self-confidence to assist them in their roles. This research will relate to youth work principles and policies as it is all about building trusting relationships with young people and supporting them to “facilitate their personal, social and educational development” (ETS Cymru and YMCA Wales community college, 2012; LSIS, 2012: 4).

The main purpose is to hopefully encourage youth workers to recognise indicators of possible child sexual exploitation and how to address concerns. It is important that we as professionals are confident to encourage and empower young people to have a voice and develop their self-esteem (LSIS, 2012; WG, 2014; WAG, 2007; WLGA, 2013).

This will disseminate research in many ways for a wider audience to see other than lectures or friends by using a seminar or posting posters around the university to communicate my findings.
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