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Part 1-
Many digital devices are used to support ICT development more often than not computer and tablets/ipad’s are the many source for a child’s development but there are also many more to use for example smart phones, tablets, ipad’s, computer/laptop, xbox and game digital devices all these are in use for children to develop their ICT development some aspects may be considered positive and others negative. While ICT development is important for children to have for early years and for their future, I am here to discuss the positive impacts of these area’s and the negative areas of them for all children. 
While developing in ICT is an important aspect for children, they need the digital literacy side to further their development for many different reasons for example employment in the future, GCSE’S, and those are only a few reasons of why it is so important for children to have the experiences they do with ICT, according to (Lango Samaritan, 2013) ICT can be defined as anything that allows us to collect information and to communicate with others. This is an example for positive aspects of ICT. More than this all children enjoy the digital side for example playing on their phones or tablets and accessing social media throughout this and these can become some of the negative areas.   
The positives of ICT and digital media include many reasons for example starting with intelligence, developing an intellectual standard is very positive for children on ICT the benefits of these are learning how to expand their vocabulary with the sources on a digital device, expanding their information about something further and how the internet can help do this. (247amend, 2019) Say ICT makes information more interactive and effective, this is true through researching on the web it gives children the advantage of developing knowledge of many things more than what they would in the real world. 
Another positive aspect of the internet is children’s communication levels this includes social media and email and how children who do not feel confident enough to talk or say things to someone’s face have the opportunity to do it online, over text or by phone call. Technology is the biggest way for communication for some and these can be incredibly positive for some children. According to (TechWalla, no date) communication through technology has made long distance communication easy and convenient. Positive aspects of ICT development is that children will develop the knowledge to communicate through the digital devices, texting and phone calls this scenario can become positive through encouraging children to communicate you can be helping their self-confidence grow more and more each day by some communication through ICT you can then build up to off screen communication. 

Another positive aspect of technology for children are how it helps develop their sense of safety and how different aspects online can be a danger to young children with no knowledge of the internet, by expanding this we are helping children understand how to use the internet safely and productively. According to (Piaget, no date) there are 4 stages of development and his theory focuses on how children gain knowledge and understand the nature of intelligence. This is another aspect of how ICT is positive for young children through gaining knowledge beyond the outside world, Piaget’s theory focuses on the 4 stages of development for children ages 2 to 7, 7 to 11 and 12 up all individual ages have the opportunity to develop their digital skills from watching videos online and developing in tech. 
Discussing more into Piaget’s theory he believed that children play an active roll in their own development and own learning process say (Piaget, no date). This comes into adapting knowledge of ICT through having experiences on computers, tablets and phones children have the opportunity to expand their development on their own terms and by gaining their own knowledge of how to use these devices. Piagets theory focuses on the development of children and how they gain knowledge, when we are talking the positives of children developing through digital literacy they gain knowledge and understanding of the world through developing information from the web, learning how to use aspect of the digital device for example word, power point and many more. According to (Piaget, 2021) children’s thinking develops from one stage to the next, while developing through ICT this is the case through developing your thinking from stage to stage you are also developing how you think of ICT what you would research and how you would use the web and so on to do this.  
Another theory that links into ICT is Lev Vygostky, according to (Vygotsky, no date) Vygostky’s theory believes children learning from their social interactions from adults, this is important in the area of ICT through developing from an adult. While learning children about ICT and the digital media you talk them through all the positives and negatives of being involved within the web and all it has to offer, you let the children explore and give them the opportunities to discover aspects but from watching an adult and developing through their actions. Vygotsky believed in creative play for children and while this is not really related to ICT children can still be creative through using the web and what it has to offer, for example researching something in depth or discovering something they would not have without the web, also comes in with word and power point again children can be creative on these aspects by drawing, typing or coloring and still developing with their own experiences. 
To move and discuss some of the negative aspects of the internet and ICT and how it can affect children of a young age, many positive outcomes come from developing in ICT but there also some negative aspect of this and these include the aspects of children get linked to the web and the games on them and also the texting and the social media side of the web and this can have an impact on children by them not wanting to take part in anything other than the web for example, not wanting to play outdoors, not wanting to take part in anything other than playing on a tablet, phone or computer. According to (Computer Hope, 2020) surfing and playing games can become very addictive for children, this is the negative impact of the web when children become addictive to games and adults can be addicted to sources like gambling and so on. When children become addicted to games and the online web it can impact their development for ICT and other area’s for example being creative and exploring the outdoors, being addictive to the web can be hard for children and something they do not realize is happening. 
More serious issues of the internet are social media and this the biggest issue with young children currently and can affect children in many different ways for example, self-confidence, self-esteem, mental health. Social media on the internet can affect children in the way of developing not having knowledge of the danger in some app’s for example facebook, Instagram and snapchat and these are just a few of many social media platforms and many issues along with young children from cyber bullying, catfishing, and many more aspects. 
Social media can be a powerful force say (In All Things, 2007) and this true in the way of young children’s confidence and how they can hide behind the screens and become bullies, therefore it is important for parents to acknowledge the danger of web while developing children’s knowledge of it and how it can impact them and the way I think about the outside world. Some aspects of bullying can cause children to lower their self confidence from trolling and name calling and images, it can have a deep affect on a child’s development by not having the confidence to speak out, developing their literacy and self confidence. 
(Jessica Brown, 2018) discusses how if social media is a big part of our lives and how we could be sacrificing our mental health and well-being. Mental health and well being is the most important thing for a child to have and some negative aspects from developing in ICT can come from social media, when a child is made to think they aren’t good enough it can knock their development. Being apart of these things can also stop children from wanting to develop in ICT for example having a bad experience from the internet can give a child the fear of not wanting to discover more about it because of their experiences.
 Looking at the mental health side to ICT it can be negative through spending to much time on the computers, phones or tablets and this can give you long term affects for example glasses because of the eye site. According to (Mclean, no date) using the internet and social media can make a large amount of people feeling anxious, depressed and even ill, this is a big impact on children’s mental health as there are all levels of these and everyone are serious issues especially for children of a young age, this is why it is important to always check and be aware of what children are doing while using the internet and what they are watching or researching for many factors but mostly to be sure they are using the tool correctly. 
Another aspect of ICT that is negative for children is that children may not always find what they are looking for on the internet and this can be disappointing for them at times, they may find research they aren’t looking for and children at a young age or not discover the outcome they want to within their research and this can also be very upsetting for young children. The internet offers all kinds of research and being sure children are taught to use this correctly is important, some contents on the internet aren’t always what they are looking for and some people’s aim’s may be different to theirs. According to (IPL, no date) the internet has made lives easier and become an essential part of our daily living, this would be considered as negative and positive for many reasons we have already discussed although children love ICT and how to develop it in, it is important to remember that the source of the internet can be addictive and affect a development more than it can help. 
After researching and discussing it is proven that the internet and ICT development has many positive and negative aspects for young children, and it is important to remember all of them while developing with young children. Every person has their own opinion on ICT development, and this includes the theories of Piaget and Vykotsky, with every theory, every point and every fact there will always be a positive and negative impact on ICT and the web. Every point has a positive but negative aspect and while some are very beneficial some are worse for a child’s development. There will always be positive and negative opinions of the internet and children’s ICT development, it is how people decide they use it and how they decide to expand their knowledge onto someone else. It is important to always monitor a child’s development within ICT and always monitor what that child is researching and learning about on a smart phone, computer or tablet to always be safe and focus more on a development of the child and what is best for them while developing. 
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   Information/ support on accessing digital media The risks of social media for young children- 
While now social media is one of the most popular forms of communication for young children these include facebook, Instagram, whatsapp, twitter and many more websites. It is important that we keep children of a young age off these sites or even help them have knowledge of what can happen when using these for example bullying, catfish along with others, as (nspcc, 2021) say children may be exposed to upsetting or inappropriate content online. Some children may find things on social media that are confusing to them, others may be influenced by social media and these risks have an impact on young children like no other. Bullying is one of the most talked about situations on social media in this day of age for children or adults to hide behind their screens and hurt someone with their words, their capacity for susceptibility to peer pressure children say (Gateway, 2011). Another big risk for children on social media is catfish and this is someone hiding behind their screen posing to be someone they are not the biggest danger of all for children and young people across the world. According to (Erin Downer, no date) catfish is the latest safety hazard for young children, therefore it is important for you as parents and careers to be aware of these risks before letting your children become a part of social media.


Why it is important for children to be aware of these risks- 
 It is extremely important for children to be aware of the risks social media bring and these reasons are very much for the ones we have discussed bullying is a priority to be aware of on social media , children’s mental health is the most important thing and to be bullied on social media can affect them in many different ways (Reboot, 2019) say studies have found links between social media envy and depression. Another aspect that children need to be aware of on social media is catfishing and this because being aware of it helps your children to put more safety onto their social media for example private profiles, according to (Sherri Gordon, 2020) A catfish’s goal is usually to humiliate and embarrass their targets. Being aware of a catfish can save a child’s life in more ways than one. By having children aware of these risks it can help them physically and emotionally in the future and also help you.







Support for digital media-  
While learning about the risks of social media for your children it is important to remember the support that is available, everyone is here to help you understand. Some ways to ensure you are keeping your children safe are parent locks on certain websites, password’s so children cannot get on your phone without your permission, private profiles if the children gain Instagram, facebook or others. Many websites over support on what to look for and how to manage these situations and give advice such as (young minds, 2021) say talk to your child about your own experiences in the online world, this is just one of many websites that offer this advice and help you understand the risks of online media. It is important to be careful and cautious when letting children on the media for their own safety and their own wellbeing. For more information about how you can get support visit- Social media and online safety | NSPCC Learning
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	Cynllun Gweithgaredd Sgiliau Llythrennedd Digidol
Activity Plan for Digital Literacy Skills

	Nifer o blant:
4
Number of children:

	Oed y plant:
4 years old
Age of children:
	Nifer o oedolion:
2 
Number of adults:

	Lleoliad:
Outdoor area 
Location:

	Amser paratoi:
1 hour 
Preparation time:
	Amser gweithgaredd:
1-2 hours
Activity time:

	
Resources:
Buckets, spades, looking glass, paper, Ipad, welly’s, coat, gloves 


	Links to digital literacy/competence outcomes:
The links to digital literacy through doing this activity are researching the outdoor area and all mini beasts that live there, it will give the children the experience of adventure through being outdoors and help digital literacy skills by researching all nature and mini beasts and finding out further details of them for example where they live, how they live, what they eat and how they survive in the nature. While researching these aspects it will also give the children the opportunity to develop further in digital literacy and understand how to use aspects of it, while being taught how to use the device and understanding why they would be using the device in that activity will further their development again by understanding what to use them for and the dangers of using without an adult supervision, this will give the children the opportunity to develop their sense of why we use digital devices, The main outcome of this activity is for children to be aware of digital literacy and how to use it with safety. 


	Details of the activity:
Within this activity the children will be discovering the outdoor area and all that is has from the nature to the mini beasts, they will get the opportunity to discover where they live and how they live. From this activity the children will be given an ipad to discover further where and how nature starts and the opportunity for children to discover the digital side of it and understand how to develop further in this area. Helping children research will also give them the advantage of what mini beasts to look for while doing the activity and help further their knowledge on mini beats and nature. While taking part in this activity the children will have the opportunity to collect the mini beats they find and discover how to look after them over a short period of time. Before using the ipad to research the children will be given a lesson on how to use the digital device and taught about the dangers of using them in other ways. The activity is beneficial for all area’s of development. 
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While doing the activity of hunting nature and mini beasts the aim of the activity is for children to not only discover the outdoor development but also to develop their digital side, the children had the opportunity to take an adventure and discover nature as in tree’s, the ground, leaf’s and all mini beasts and where the live and how they live in the outdoor. Another aspect of this activity is the digital side, after being outdoors the children had the opportunity to have an Ipad and research the mini beasts they had found and discover more in depth about them while being given the chance to learn about the digital side of the activity to further their development in it. The activity was planned to further children’s development in loads if different aspects (Bright Horizon, 2021) say While children play and sit activities outdoors it can benefit them in many area’s for example socially, emotionally, physically and intellectually. This indicates that an outdoor activity is very beneficial for children and their development in all aspects including IT, it gives children the opportunity to develop in all area’s without noticing because the activity has a practical side as well as written. 
While all children are aware of the outdoors and what activities can take place outdoors, the mini beasts and nature activity gives children the sense of while researching online how much more they can discover about the subject but also understanding the different aspects of using online (HWB, 2021) discusses that children recognized the date that can be shared online. This is important because as we’ve discussed this activity helped the children access what data was needed online. While doing this activity the children got to understand how nature works and how mini beasts live with it, they had the opportunity to explore on their own terms and discover what they wanted to and by doing this we discussed how to research and why we research these things.
 As (HWB, 2021) say researching online can help children identify the simple rules of being safe online and offline.  While arranging and planning this activity being sure the children were safe online and off were our main priority, teaching the children how to use the ipad & tablets properly and safely, how to research on them and showing them how unsafe an Ipad and tablet can be through using it incorrectly. By doing this throughout this activity it gives the children the advantage to develop their IT skills and developing more about their digital skills. 
Computer literacy is considered an important skill to hold according to (Laplant, no date). I considered IT as a part of this activity because as well as developing the children’s outdoor skills it also develops their literacy skills through IT, as important as developing through an outdoor area is developing in IT is also as equally important because in these times especially its very important for children to have some what of knowledge of how to balance an activity along with involving IT.
 The activity I planned revolved around many different areas of development as we have discussed before, I think while planning an activity for children of all ages it is important to consider every aspect of development therefore, they are developing with knowledge that most areas are covered, and the children still get to enjoy the activity. According to (David, no date) theorists have all had their own research and conclusion on areas of development for example cognitive development by Piaget, psychosocial development by Erickson. These are only a few of many and all have a range of theories for children’s development, therefore while planning my mini beasts and nature activity I had to critically evaluate throughout. 
The age of children I planned this activity for were 4 years old and I planned the IT side because most of the time children age 4 understand the term mini beasts and nature but don’t get to see half of it, having time on the internet allows children to develop in this further on a different side. Through planning this activity, I considered the IT side but also, I considered the outdoor development, children should have the opportunity to develop on their own terms that is why part of this activity included going outdoors and discovering it for themselves rather than just experiencing it from an Ipad or tablet. Children need the sense of adventure while developing and not letting them experience the outdoor and the nature around would be taking that development away from them. 
What could have improved through this activity is bringing more of the IT side into it and in this sense, I mean while planning this activity all though we considered all aspects of development, the focus was ICT and this activity was based on an outdoor environment with the focus on nature and earth rather than the IT side of it. While doing this activity it was always considered but having children develop in their digital literacy should have been the priority to this activity and by planning another, we could focus our aim more clearly to this, for the children to understand why they have taken part in the activity and themselves knowing what the aim is. All though the children developed a sense of IT through researching the mini beasts and nature and had an understanding of how to use their digital skills, it would have been more productive to their development to understand the basics and the outcomes they will achieve from developing in their digital literacy skills. I can also improve to stress enough of how it is important for children to have knowledge of how to be safe while using the internet for research, explaining how they may not always find what they are looking for and how it is important to always have a guardian with you while using a digital device, also to be aware of the risks and the different things the internet can bring to you.  All and all this activity seemed to be successful for the children and a development improvement in many area’s as well as the children having the opportunity to explore, be adventurous and discover the outdoor and the digital side in their own ways.
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