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AN INVESTIGATION IN TO THE RISE OF DOMESTIC ABUSE CASES POLICE ARE RESPONDING TO IN THE SWANSEA & NEATH PORT TALBOT AREA IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS

Introduction – Research background

Over the space of 8 years that I have been a member of the Police service, there has been in the figures a stark increase in the amount of domestic abuse cases reported to the Police and during the coronavirus pandemic there has been an increase in the number of domestic incidents reported, including assaults and harassments as shown below. I am however wary of the fact that some domestic incidents go unreported therefore the true figure would never be known. 

[image: C:\Users\swp6399\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\VPGTRTT6\Figure 1_ For the past three years the total number of offences flagged as domestic abuse-related has increased compared with the corresponding month in the previous .png]

Statistics show that from 2018 there has been an 18% increase in the reported cases to police which are domestic related and a 7% increase in cases from 2019, whether this is due to a case of more crimes are recorded by Police or whether there is an increase in Domestic cases co-in siding with the Coronavirus pandemic. (ONS, 2021)
Domestic violence is a crime that has major impact on lives, not only just the primary persons involved but also those not directly involved such as the secondary/tertiary family members (What Are The Effects Of Domestic Violence On The Family And Children? | Betterhelp, 2021). It is not a victimless crime and it is my belief that it goes vastly unreported by the media until a serious matter such as the death of a victim/aggressor (Domestic abuse murderer sentenced to life imprisonment | The Crown Prosecution Service, 2021) The work that the Police do around protecting victims and taking appropriate action is also underreported a study into the rise and the social implications around this is a valid effort. (Police Initial Responses to Domestic Abuse, 2021) (Police response to domestic abuse an updated report, 2021)

In the police domestic issues are the primary concern for most forces (Foundation, 2021) and the actions needed to be taken leave no room for discretion, this is a stark contrast to previous years where discretion may have elongated the abuse suffered by the victim or there have been failings by officers to understand the seriousness of the allegations (Maria Stubbings, 2021)  (Joanna Michael: 'Sorry isn't good enough' - mother, 2021) . These victims rely on the Police and despite sometimes them not wanting to engage, Police take appropriate action in every circumstance.
 By looking into this and by formulating the best conclusion I can it might have some effect at reducing the number of victims of domestic violence or boost the numbers of persons reporting domestic violence, as it is not just women that experience domestic violence. There is also the added positive that senior Police management such as NPCC (About, 2021) may pay heed to the rises in DV, whilst proactive Policing is something that cannot combat it, perhaps a change in legislation to recognise it as an individual offence could be implemented (Improving police response to domestic abuse, 2021) (Domestic Abuse Briefing, 2021)
The aim of this research is to investigate why there is such a rise in the amount of domestic abuse cases reported and whether there is a key point to learn from this rise, or any potential factors that would be influencing the rise. 
The main question that needs to be answered however is – 
Why is domestic violence on the rise?

The justification for this research is the fact that figures have been released which appear to show a rise in the number of domestic violence cases over the last three years and an in depth analysis into this may form some answers to the above question. This in turn would help to formulate a response to the issue, compared to the reactive response currently undertaken by the Police. 
With the findings in this dissertation that there might be awareness raised that domestic violence is a big issue that is not going away but in fact has increased, in doing this the goal is answering the above question and not just pointing out that it is. That information whilst still essential does nothing to improve the situation for those who need it, however this could force a change in the social norms and remove Domestic abuse as a Taboo subject not to be mentioned to one where victims actually feel that they can freely talk about it, thus ensuring support and potential prosecution of those who wish to inflict this upon others. During my research and looking at the answer to the above question, there will be examination into types of domestic violence reported, such as harassment, physical violence or as another example breaching of restraining orders. If  available looking into what the gender gap is in terms of the victims of Domestic violence would be beneficial. 
It is my belief that my aim is achievable as there is a lot of source material in relation to domestic abuse.
The research itself would consist of looking into the reasons that domestic violence occur, this would include aspects such as social norms, the upbringing of the offender (ACEs) (ACE’s, 2021) and the influence of intoxicants. It would also look into the figures reporting on the rise in Domestic Violence (DV), this would be to look into the figures provided by the Police and the reporting methods. 

In relation to the study I will be commencing, I have decided that whilst Domestic Violence is a Country Wide subject, I am going to limit the range of my objectives to the Swansea/Neath Port Talbot (NPT) area.  I will still incorporate statistics from country wide organisations such as the Home office and domestic abuse charities as this will show the that the issue is not localised, but to narrow the field down I will focus on my local area as this will also tie in with the primary research conducted.

Objectives 

· Has there been an increase in domestic violence over the past 18 months in the Swansea and NPT area?
· Has COVID 19 caused a rise in domestic abuse, if so why?
· Survey operational Police officers of varying service in the above areas in relation to the above questions
These objectives have been set out for the study to be conducted locally due to the complexity of conducting such research on a wider scale. 


Research methodology
Exploratory Research (Exploratory research: Definition, Types and Methodologies | QuestionPro, 2021) (Exploratory Research - Research-Methodology, 2021) this is my chosen research methodology as this is the best option with the above question, it is intended to allow me to conduct research into the matter. This method allows me to focus on the nature of the problem and any factors around it, it also allows for me to be flexible and if necessary adjust the aim of the research allowing to formulate different ideas. This in turn gives the ability to come at the above question from different angles giving me flexibility. 
Using this method I will use the Observational aspect (Market Research Strategies | Observational Research Methods, 2021), in which during my daily duties along with research gathered from other sources, I will make note of how many domestic related incidents that officers and myself are responding to during my duty hours, this will not include any personal information or Police data, this is simply a note of the number of incidents. I will also as a secondary basis, utilise surveys with front line officers to gather their views on the question, this will enable me to gather first-hand information, whilst not from official sources it will add to the overall answer. With the surveys this would be collecting real time information. These will be my primary research methods, my secondary research method would be the use of online research, this would be the quickest way for me to obtain a lot of the information about the subject and allow me to research more effectively. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are disadvantages with exploratory research, one being that there is sometimes no end result as a result of the constant changings in the findings discovered, I don’t think this is necessarily a massive disadvantage in this instance because the subject of Domestic abuse is one is that is ever changing and this will unfortunately always be present In our society. Whilst my conclusion may show an increase or may show there has been no increase, the conclusion will always change as this is an ongoing issue. With exploratory research the interpretation of the research is left up to the author and this could lead to Bias from the author as the information is interpreted by the author rather than an actual conclusion of the information. 
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Total number of offences (excluding fraud) flagged as domestic abuse-related, by month, January 2018 to June
2020, England and Wales (excluding GMP)
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