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Module Aims

To introduce the principles of qualitative research — working with what
people think and believe.

To explore the use and relevance of different research methods,
principally questionnaires and interviews.

To investigate theoretical principles relevant to qualitative research,
especially phenomenology, reflexivity and the insider-outsider question.

To examine and evaluate existing research — developing critical faculties.

You will learn how to do qualitative research by conducting a project on a
subject area relevant to your MA programme. This will give you the tools
to carry out qualitative research in your dissertation (if you wish to).



Contacting Tutors

e Dr. Jack Hunter - jack.hunter@uwtsd.ac.uk

e Dr. Dawn Collins - d.collins@uwtsd.ac.uk

 \Wendy Stacey-Alidina - w.stacey-alidina@uwtsd.ac.uk
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Moodle

e All materials for the module can be
found on the Moodle page, including:

e Module schedule

 Reading lists and papers

e Pre-recorded lectures
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* Assignment instructions, project
guidance, ethics form (E1), etc...

e Turnitin links



Forums

* There are two forums on the RCC Moodle page - Chat and Research Ideas.

 Say ‘hello’ and introduce yourself on the Chat forum! You can also share
ideas and ask general questions that are not related to your research project.

* Post your ideas for your research project on the Research ldeas forum. Start
a new thread with your name. The tutors will respond to you on the Forum
and help you shape your ideas.

!l Chat Forum

This forum is informal and is for general chat about the module, questions, comments and thoughts! Do introduce yourself and say
hello to everyone!

P} RESEARCH IDEAS forum

This forum is where you post your ideas about your research project. The tutors will offer feedback and other students may offer
constructive suggestions, although tutors will be monitoring these. It is essential that you post to this forum. Start a new thread with
your name and post; in that thread you then post all your ideas. Do not post a new thread for each idea. You can change your mind as
your thinking develops on the forum but be aware that until you begin to post to this forum you cannot begin to work on Assignment
2



Readings

 Required books for the module:

b
 Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay @10\ ERPEAAS

Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, RESEARCH
Los Angeles/London: Sage, 2011 or METHODS E??&?&ﬁ
2020) - MONNIUE HENMIMK « INGE HUTTER « &l BAILEY F? R O J E CT

e For First-time Researche

e Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing
Your Research Project (London: OUP /
McGraw-Hill, 2018). Available as an
eBook from the TSD library.

IUCITH BELL AND STEFHEN WATERS

e Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in
Social Research (London: Routledge,
2001). Available as an eBook from the
TSD library.
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Schedule 2026

e Seminar 1 - 4th February - Introduction and Orientation

e Seminar 2 - 11th February - Ethics and Designing a Research Project
e Seminar 3 - 18th February - Questionnaires
* Seminar 4 - 25th February - Interviews and Mixed-Methods
* 4th March - No Seminar - Reading Week
* 9th March - Submit E1 forms.
e Seminar 5 - 11th March - Insider/Outside and Reflexivity
e Seminar 6 - 18th March - Ethnography and Auto-ethnography
¢ Seminar 7 - 25th March - In the Field

¢ Seminar 8 - 1st April - Writing Up Qualitative Research


Jack Hunter


Seminars

Seminars will be via Zoom, 4pm-6pm
every Wednesday.

All seminars are recorded and the links
are posted onto Moodle, both on the
RCC seminar page and the MA-CAA

Video page.

Attendance at, or listening to, to EVERY
seminar is essential for your success in
this module.

Also, you will work with an allotted
tutor, via the Research Forum and by
email, to help you develop your project.

This is a research-based module, so
you need to be proactive.



Student Presentations

* We will have short student presentations in Seminar 3, 4, 5 and 6.

* Next week Dawn will present a model analysis of a similar paper. . .-

« Seminar 3 - 18th February - G. Bennett, “‘If I'd known you were coming I'd have baked a EEEE cpance Ly =
cake’: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighbourhood Group.” ' CINK S -"'E.E.__H_ | - r{\ |"'.,. | F MT
« Seminar 4 - 25th February - T.L. Brink, “Inconsistency of belief among Roman Catholic =8 L -4 = o - JiE==
Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.” =1 = — LLl Q ﬁ : Sz B
E— EXAMINE a- = :'I-"' I._Il-i_l:l'l
« Seminar 5 - 11th March - T. Walter & H. Waterhouse, “A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in -
Contemporary England.” R E S E A R C H } [:I
Eil ¥ = | I-.
 Seminar 6 - 18th March - J. Blain, “Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and OO RIMENTATION £+ ‘F = !
Rationality.” et AN LL = t x Vi
DOM ":’ ’:’ o B2
 Choose ONE Aspect of the paper, as follows: Edlis _ - :
] L1 :_— & o
1. Research methodology - how was the research carried out? .' ﬂ T EF 4..--""6
2. Et.hical considerations and reflexive position of the researchers - are they insiders or .I | A5 {___ {HU"-,-"-,." LJ |_:||:_'|E
outsiders? o =52 PRACTICER
3. Structure of the paper - how has it been written up, what is the style and language T e f _ | b ' ?'_ T TII f-l-i
used? B o HIE & = Ty

* Presentations will be about 10 mintutes in length.



Assignments

e Final submission dates are:

e Assignment 1 must be submitted by:
Midnight UK time on 17th March 2026.

r -
ﬂ Write something -

* Assignment 2 must be submitted by: Assignments & Submission
Midnight UK time on 30th April 2026.

llllll

* You should aim to complete the
assignment a week before the official

submission date, to leave time for editing,
polishing and tweaking.


Jack Hunter
17th March 2026.

Jack Hunter

Jack Hunter
30th April 2026.
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Ethics Form
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In order to complete any qualitative work for your Tinity Sint Davidp b 1N EOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
ASSlg n ment 2 y you m USt have yOu r prOJeCt accepted In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted

ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical

and (C r|t|Ca| Iy) yOu r E‘I eth |CS fo rm approved . approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work
undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including
knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new
applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate

YOu ShOUId Smelt the f|rSt draft Of yOur E1 fOrm 'tO research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on

dissertations/projects.

%

Dr_ J aC k H u nter (JaCk_ h u nter@ UWtSd . aC . u k) by The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the "principal researcher”.
Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance
M Ond ay 9th M arCh . studies, testing within normal educational requireaments, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form,

It may be accepted straight away, or (more likely) Please see Checkiistfor detals of process for different oategories of appication.
W|” need a COupIe Of adeStmeﬂtS before |t |S Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application
apprcved - SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

Full Name:
It is important to get this signed off before you DL I e of st S | Honorayresearcn |

beglﬂ aﬂy reSGaI’Ch Wlth human belngS Undergraduate o | Taught Postgraduate = | Postgraduate 0

Student Student Research Student
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Assignment 1

* Written Assignment (33% of total mark)

* You are require to submit a 2,500 word written assignment using TWO of the four research papers we discuss in
Seminars 3,4,5 and 6. These are listed on Moodle, and available as PDFs to download.

* |In your assignment it is essential that you address the following:

1. The methodology employed by the researchers: how valid was their choice of methodology, given the remit of the
research project?

2. Ethical considerations and reflexivity (the position of the researcher as insider/outsider in relation to their target
group). How has this shaped their projects?

3. The Structure and Literature Review of each paper - how have they written up and presented their research?
Does it follow a logical structure? Is it well referenced?

e |n addition to discussion in seminars, you will also find a document on Moodle showing basic principles of writing a
compare and contrast essay.

« Some of you have already written this type of essay for other modules - it is a good idea to refer back to the feedback
received o those essays.

* We will re-cap writing up principles in later seminars.



Assignment 2

 Research project.

* A piece of qualitative/ethnographic research, 5,000 words - 67% of the module marks.

 The research project is developed through several stages:

« Stage 1: Think about your research proposal - what you want to investigate. Choose one of the
research projects listed on the Moodle Page.

Be influenced by your access to a group of individuals that you will be able to send questionnaires
to and interview with relative ease - select and build your research project around this group.

We recommend that you aim to use both questionnaires and interviews (though you can use just
one method if you wish), and aim for about 5 interviews and 20 questionnaire responses. This will
make sure that you have enough material for your write-up (but not too much).

 Post your ideas on the Research Forum and we will read through, offer suggestions and approve
your proposals.

Enter your initial thinking in for Research ldeas Forum. Read the posts of your fellow students and
follow the forum discussions - this will help you with your own thinking.



Assignment 2

Stage 2: Select additional papers (from JSTOR, Google Scholar or other
academic resources) to use for your literature review. You can build your research
project around these papers, as well as those on the Moodle page.

Stage 3: Read the material on Ethics. You are required to complete the Ethics
Form (E1), which can be found on the Moodle page. This can only be completed
when your research proposal has been approved on the Forum.

The form must be approved before you can begin your research, it may take a
couple of tweaks and adjustments before it is approved.

The deadline for submitting the E1 form to Dr. Hunter is Monday March 9th.
Stage 4: Conduct your research in the field.

Stage 5: write up and submit your completed research project by Thursday 30th
April.



Assignment 2

* Academic Rationale — why
you are doing the project; the
statement/idea/prior piece of
research which forms the
springboard for your own
research question.

 Each project choice offers a
few ideas for what you could
choose to do — as fuel for
your own thoughts.




Project 1: Personal
Cosmologies (Beliefs)

e “Freya Mathews wrote, ‘Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air
to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached.
They are conditioned by many and various historical, environmental,
technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is
likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing
community is likely to see the world in darker shades... A good cosmology,
in other words, is good for its adherents’. In Chapter 2 of his Astrology and
Cosmology in the World’s Religions, Nicholas Campion references such
concepts as cosmogony, cosmophilia, cosmophobia and cosmovision, and
develops the idea that all of us have a personal cosmology, or cosmovision,

a set of beliefs about the way the cosmos is and works, and how we fit into
it.”

e In this project you will, with a particular group of people, explore Campion’s
idea that we all have a view about the cosmos, as well as Mathews’ view
that such a personal cosmology can reflect the individual’s attitude to life.



Project 1: Personal
Cosmologies (Beliefs)

* For the module we define such personal
cosmologies as any personal beliefs
which encompass the sky, the ecological
environment or the cosmos.

* Your project could thus explore whether a
group believe the universe is essentially
benign or hostile, whether it has a
purpose or patterns and whether this
extends to individuals.

 For example, a belief that nature or
ecosystems are sentient, a belief in aliens
from space, or a belief in angels from the
sky, a belief in cloud divination, or a belief
in the need for space exploration are all
topics that fit into this definition.




Project 2: What are the things and/or practices
that represent or embody a cosmology? How
are they used? What is their role?

e “Both rituals and material objects are used in a wide variety of ways in relation to
cosmologies. Sometimes they form active and central focal points of cosmological structures
(religious statues and images, sacred places), while other times they play more symbolic or
passive roles. ‘Things’ and practices can also form parts of superstitions where they are
thought to bring or add luck to situations. Ronald Grimes says, ‘Each cosmos has its
characteristic lilt: If your universe is a womb, your rites go rotund; they moan, slip, slide. If
your universe is an orderly, law-abiding, clocklike place looked after by a kindly watch-maker
who prefers really, really big grandfather clocks, your rites will run regular as clockwork, be
performed as if ritual were, by definition, repetitive, orderly, stately, vertical, by the book.’”

e This project therefore seeks to address the ‘objects’ and rituals/practices that are associated
with, represent, or ‘embody’ elements of personal cosmology.

e Groups or individual participants can be interviewed about their engagement with, and
cosmological views surrounding, these objects. This is then related back to the literature
provided.

 For example, activities at stone circles, public opinions on skyscrapers, or personal habits
around the new moon all fit into this project. Moving away from the sky: gardens, landscapes
and ecosystems can all embody a cosmology.



Project 3: Living with the
sky (Daily Life)

 Tim Ingold argues that our view of the world is altered by
living most of our life indoors, inside and that we lack
contact with the ‘outside’. Additionally Nicholas Campion
points out that the sky has always held a sense of awe
and wonder for humanity. Thus do contemporary humans
still seek a connection to the sky and the outside?

* This research project allows you to select a group of
people and explore, in some manner, their relationship to
the sky and take your findings and relate it back to the
literature provided. An example of this could be people
who plant by the moon.



Project 4: What do astrologers
believe? (The insider perspective)

e |In 1932 the philosopher Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) asked the question
about astrologers:

“Do they believe themselves in the sciences that they profess? This is a
difficult question. Everything marvellous is believed by some people, and
it is not improbable that professional astrologers are of this type. And
even if they are aware that their own performances are largely guesswork
and inferences from information obtained otherwise, they probably think
that there are superior practitioners who never resort to these inferior
methods.”

e Design a research project that seeks to answer, in a small way, Russell’s
question. Your target group will be practising astrologers.

e Russell paper: http://www.personal.kent.edu/~rmuhamma/Philosophy/
RBwritings/HearstColumns/onAstrologer.htm
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Project 5: What do people think about
astrology? (The outsider perspective)

e James Davidson suggests that people like astrology because it keeps
them linked to the sky. In 2004 he wrote in the London Review of Books,
Vol 26 No 23. 2 December 2004

“I don’t believe in astrology but | am rather fond of it. In the first place |
like to be reminded that things are happening in the solar system. If Neil
Spencer didn’t tell me in the Observer that Mercury is ‘retrograde’ — i.e.
moving up to overtake us on the inside lane — | would have no idea that
Mercury was doing anything at all in our blinded night sky, going
forwards, going backwards, or indulging in figures of eight. Anything
could be happening out there. The Earth could be lost in space.”

* This research project uses Davidson’s comments to explore how people
think about astrology. For example, does astrology allow the average
person to feel a connection to the planets/stars/sky?



Project 6: Your Own Project

* |f you have a clear idea of a project that you wish to undertake and:

a) it fits into the parameters of the module and the subject of your MA
programme and

b) you have an academic rationale and

c) you have found relevant supporting literature.

 Post on the Research Forum for feedback on your own research idea.
The tutors will help you to develop a clearly designed project.

e NOTE: Generally, your ideas should find a home in one of the previous
five projects, which makes things a little easier as these already
provide you with an academic rationale to work from.
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That’s it for now...

Welcome to the weird
world of qualitative
research...

Any questions?
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Concluding Thoughts:
Qualitative Data Gets Weird

Qualitative research is a way of gaining access to
different worldviews.

Qualitative data is challenging, precious and mysterious -
it can also get very weird, and take you to places that
you had not anticipated.

What do we do with qualitative data that gets weird?

Experiences and beliefs that challenge established
models (e.g. paranormal experiences, but not just these).

What happens if we consider their implications.

The tendency has been to bracket out questions of
‘reality.’

We need to embrace the complexity of subjective
experience, avoid attempting to reduce it down, try to
understand it on its own terms...

We will return to think about these issues later on in the
module.




