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The UK is made up of eleven regional counter terrorism and intelligence units. These units cooperate each day to recognise and solve threats from terrorism. At the heart of the UK’s counter terrorism network is the Counter Terrorism Policing Headquarters (CTPHQ), which sets policy and coordinates nation wide programmes across multiple levels of government, including foreign state partners. An important responsibility for the CTPHQ is to prepare and protect the UK against serious harm, notably the chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) threat. (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2018)
Terrorist organisations have been known to broaden their criminality when it’s beneficial to their ideological goals. The World Drug Report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) states terrorists’ profit from the drugs trade, specifically highlighting the criminal enterprise of widespread enslavement and human trafficking used by ISIS to finance their occupied territories in Iraq and Syria. (Puttonen and Romiti, 2020)
Further, investigations into the Paris terrorist attacks discovered some of the perpetrators were involved in various type of organised crime, all of which had a link to financial gain. This included the trafficking of drugs, firearms, and the production of fraudulent documents. (Europol, 2017) 
Terrorist groups sometimes rely upon organised crime groups to launder money. These groups usually have intricate methods to enable them to hide funds. They will also make their money seem like it has not been criminally accessed, therefore it can be used by terrorists to finance their operations successfully. To obtain this money they will also work with organised crime groups through drug trafficking. They will engage and facilitate drug trafficking to gain more revenue and use the money to fund their terrorist crimes. To get these drugs the groups will work together to establish routes for moving goods, people, and contraband.
What we do know is that the relationships between terrorist organizations and organized criminal groups encompass a broad range of possibilities and might include terrorist groups involved in organized criminal activity as well as organized criminal groups committing acts of terrorism. This interaction does not represent a firm link between different groups, but it does highlight how the same methods can be employed across these groups with relative ease. The case presented in the first paragraphs of this preface is a clear example of this. Depending on the circumstances, these groups might or might not establish operational partnerships and begin cooperating to carry out criminal activities. In the same way, groups coming in regular contacts might decide not to engage with each other because they do not consider it advantageous or for lack of trust. In such cases, a terrorist organization might start engaging in criminal activities when beneficial, and potentially the two groups might start competing over control for illicit markets and territories. At the extreme end of these spectrum of relationships, the groups mix tactics and motivations so much so that they start displaying characteristics of both groups simultaneously and potentially transform.
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