WSI preparation scenario
Brief: part 1
Bobby Ball of ASW has supplied you with some basic information about a development proposal and heritage interests, with a range of options to either protect the heritage or investigate it.  You will be given 10 minutes to read through the information and decide which you would suggest, and the group will then reconvene to discuss the decisions.


Background
A desk-based assessment undertaken by Greenfield Consultants has identified a number of known and potential non-designated heritage assets (archaeological interests) within the footprint of a large housing development which has been granted planning permission with a condition requiring a Written Scheme of Investigation to address known and potential heritage interests.  There has been geotechnical test pitting and geophysics but no evaluation. You have been asked to contribute to the Written Scheme of Investigation by proposing a suitable approach each of the interests.  The WSI will need to be submitted to the planning authority for their approval.
There will be a watching brief on all groundworks but the developer is keen to deal with interests in advance.  There is some scope for preserving individual sites within the development if that is needed, but the developer wants to use as much of the development area as possible.  Because of the site conditions, topsoil stripping will not be undertaken unless requested.


1 New Poplar Farm     
A standing 19th century farmhouse with modern outbuildings.  From map evidence it appears to have been a new build in the 1860s.
Approach: preserve within the development    photographic survey   full survey   full survey and excavation

2 Geophysical anomaly
A large rectangular feature that might be a substantial Roman building.
[bookmark: _Hlk90106693]Approach: Exclude from development to preserve  Initial evaluation with excavation if needed   Strip entire area and excavate

3 Old Poplar Farm
Site of a farmhouse on early maps, now levelled. Might have a medieval origin.
Approach: Exclude from development to preserve    Initial evaluation with excavation if needed   Strip entire area and excavate


4 Peat deposits
Geotechnical test pitting has shown that there is an area of 0.5m deep peat deposits alongside a stream.  These might preserve evidence of vegetation change over the last 500 years.
Approach:   Exclude from the development to preserve   Sample column.  Multiple samples.

5  Finds scatter
Metal detector finds of 2 Roman coins and other metalwork from an area of 100m x 100m perhaps indicating a site.  Geotechnical test pitting and geophysics negative.
Approach: exclude from development to preserve       Initial evaluation + excavation  Strip entire area 

6  Second World War pillbox
Overgrown and vandalised concrete defence structure.
Approach: exclude from development to preserve    Survey before demolition    Demolition without survey

7  Old barn
Concrete footings of a 20th century barn (superstructure now removed) 
Approach: exclude from development to preserve    survey before removal   Remove without survey






Part 2
If you had been given the chance to undertake some investigation before the planning application was submitted, what (if anything) would you have selected?


