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[bookmark: _Toc23700443]1.Introduction – Aim of the report 

The aim of this report is to reflect upon my first year at university; BEng Motorsport Engineering Foundation year.
This piece of written work will allow me to reflect over 3 pieces of coursework I completed throughout the year and analyse the feedback I received from the lecturers, then I will give an answer to what I would have done to improve the quality of my work.

At the end of this report, I will include a conclusion which will make me think about what I will be changing in myself to improve the work I submit whilst progressing into the first year. At the very end of this report I will write about the changes I have already made in the first semester of my second year at University.
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[bookmark: _Toc23700445]2.1 Further science Coursework

The coursework required in Further Science was worth 30% of the overall grade. The assignment was a practical experiment called harmonic motion (pendulum). This experiment required me to prove that the value of gravity is 9.81m/s

The overall feedback I received was positive, showing I had completed and wrote the report to a high standard. My lecturer praised me on my graphs and the data collected. Little criticism was given, however I was told that I should have included more citations. I was also criticised for not including the handouts that were given to me for the experiment. My lecturer noticed a mistake in my grammar when I wrote one sentence in first person rather than the required third person. Despite these mistakes, I showed that I understood the work which reflected in my mark of 88%.

During last year’s experiment I learnt that there are a lot of errors that could impact on the accuracy and reliability of the results. Some of these errors include human and equipment errors. I also learnt how to write a formal technical report to a high standard. This showed me that not all experiments give the outcome you expect however, when this happens it taught me to consider every aspect of what went wrong and despite the unexplained results, the report can still be labelled correct under these circumstances with solid evidence. After reviewing the report, I have come to the conclusion that I would not have changed much of the report as at the time of submission, I did not think the negative comments I received needed to be included. In future I will make sure I submit drafts of a higher standard to receive more detailed feedback and advice from my lecturers for higher marks.
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[bookmark: _Toc23700447]3.1 Future and historic poster 

For this coursework, the lecturer arranged for other lecturers to come and talk to us about their field of expertise, they explained the history of their speciality, how it has involved to what it is now and what the future could be regarding the topic. The two topics I chose to research were materials and hybrids. I chose to write about the history of materials and the future of hybrids. It was a requirement that we follow a certain layout for the poster and that we included key points. 

The feedback received for the future poster was good, which reflected in my mark of 62. My marks came from the structure and information included in the poster, but more citations were needed and certain points on the poster needed a little more detail. I did not do as well in the historic poster as I did not use the required structure, the lecturer recommended that my poster needed proofreading as some of the sentences were not clear. There was a lack of information on the historic poster, resulting in a dropped mark of 48. 
I admittedly did not put much time into this assignment and didn’t give a draft to the lecturer for suggestions on improvement. The main reason for the mark difference is that I spent more time into the hybrids poster. I felt this was more interesting and also the topic that interests me because it is what I would like to research in future years.

Throughout this piece of coursework, I learnt that if a topic interests you it increases the quality of work. I also learnt that even if a topic does not interest you, it might become relevant in the field you are working in, therefore is worth researching and understanding. The main part I would change in this piece of coursework is the effort I put into it. I should have spent more time on the work, researched more and also attended more guest lectures where there may have been other topics that would have interested me more than materials. I feel satisfied to have passed this piece of coursework but disappointed in myself that I could have had a better mark if more effort was put into it.  
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[bookmark: _Toc23700449]4.1 Academic writing part E

The task for this module was to create a PowerPoint Presentation on how my first year of University went. I was instructed that this was to include a  written section about each module and what we achieved, my opinion on each module, how I would have changed what I did or if I encountered any problems throughout the module, how I dealt with the problem.

The feedback I received for this task was that it was overall a good presentation which showed in my high mark of 16/20. I was complemented on the organisation of the PowerPoint which showed a brief of how I felt the foundation year went. The improvements I needed to do were to include my name on the very first slide and to include a short brief of all the content of the presentation on the second slide. 

During this coursework I learnt how important a presentation can be for my future work projects. A PowerPoint is very powerful, and a good presentation can decide if a company will approve your idea as it is very forward and to the point, making it easy for decision making. If I were to do this task again, I would change the amount of time I spent on the presentation. I started the PowerPoint too close to the deadline therefore was not able to submit a draft for review and feedback. Looking back on the PowerPoint I am disappointed in the lack of effort I put into it but glad that it was good enough to pass. I now understand the bare minimum needed to pass a task as well as knowing what improvements and additions to include to reach my true potential.
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I am very pleased with how my foundation year went. I managed to average over 70% over all my modules which shows that I am capable to ascend to first year. The foundation year has given me a head start in terms of CAD, software solidworks and MATLAB compared to other first years which will hopefully allow me to understand the basics and to build on my skills easier than others. It has showed me that I am stronger in maths than in science but there is not a large margin between them. I know that MATLAB is my weakest topic but realising this allows me to practise and improve on the skills of MATLAB coding.

Going forward with my studies I will be improving the standard of my work by writing drafts to a higher standard so that I receive more improvement recommendations from the lecturers to achieve higher marks.  I will also be starting drafts soon after the task has been set, this allows the lecturer to read it and for me to make the required changes before the deadlines; this will allow me to proofread my work which will result in less grammatical errors. I will be more organised with my work and my revision preparations, so that it will be easier and less stressful to prepare for exams.

The biggest change I have made in my first semester is improving my organisation.  I have been writing up my notes in an Oxford notebook which I can use to scan each page and organise them into relevant files with the app “scribzee”. Using this will hopefully make revision a lot easier. Re-writing my notes after lectures improves the reliability of my notes to help revision preparations for exams in order to save time and stress.
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After reviewing the three pieces of coursework, I am happy with how I did in coursework 1 but for 2 and 3 I am disappointed in the lack of effort I put into the work. This can be seen by the marks I received. For similar tasks in the future, I will be sure to dedicate more time and effort into these pieces of work to increase my overall mark.

I am very happy with the foundation year as a whole as I did well in other modules, and it has taught me my strengths and weaknesses in engineering. Foundation year has helped me develop my computer skills and improved my basic knowledge of maths and science. Overall, foundation year gave me a good baseline to progress onto first year.
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