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Background of the movement
The website that I am writing my critique on is the Raelism New religious movement. Overall this movement believes that there are other people in the universe and other beings that live on different planets and that these beings know our past and are coming to Earth. Their charismatic leader known as Rael was the one who had the encounters with the human being from another planet and he believes that it is his mission to spread the word that these beings are coming to Earth. 
I chose to use this website as I am interested to learn more about this movement and intrigued as to how the movement works. It is often seen within the New Religious Movements that the leaders are heavily relied upon and in this movement that stands. By their leader being the one who has received the revelation from the other beings it brings the question, if this movement had no leader, would it still stand as a New Religious Movement? 
The Website
When first opening the website, I was drawn to the title which reads “Message from the Designers”[footnoteRef:1] the title is written in different sizes which is what, I think, really catches the reader's attention. The words ‘Message’ and ‘Designer’ are in a larger font to the rest of the title. This adds significance to the title as it makes the reader focus on the questions of what is the message? And what is meant by the ‘designers’? Therefore, by exaggerating the size on these two words it keeps the readers interested and wanting to read on to answer their questions.  [1:  http://www.rael.org/message 
] 

The pictures on the website are exciting as its background photo is of a desert with a UFO on the one side, this would entice readers that do not know a lot about the movement but may want to find more as it is a different image to what you would see on a Christianity website for instance. There are also many pictures of books that the website is selling, this would encourage the readers who are interested in the movement to purchase the books as they are strongly advertised with the pictures. The books are also advertised with smart and catchy rhetorical questions. I think this is an effective way of trying to encourage members because even for those who have stumbled upon the website the pictures and the questions may catch their attention. One of the questions is advertised with the book is “Wouldn’t you want to read such a book?”[footnoteRef:2] by the website using small rhetorical questions like these it appeals to the readers and makes them think about the question and keeps the reader interested. Towards the bottom of the website there are boxes that have the links to further websites that you can click on related to the website. These are also filled with interesting pictures and using nice fonts to make each one different.  [2:  http://www.rael.org/message 
 ] 

The website has used different shades of brown on the international page. They have used these colours to make the website try and look old and authentic. On the title for example, the background is different shades of dark and light brown and has splatters of darker shades to make it look old and dated. 
The website uses different tabs in order to direct you to the different sections of information they have. The homepage has general and very brief information about the organisation. The top of their home page is a 3-part slide show with a picture of an ancient book and a small amount of information that on the first slide tells you about the book they are selling that has the origin of their message. It gives the reader a little bit of information on the organisation by saying that their founder has met the driver of a UFO who told him the ‘secret history of life on Earth and its pending future’[footnoteRef:3]. I think this is a successful tactic done by the website as it draws the readers in by not giving too much information but enough to keep the reader questioning about the rest of the organisation's beliefs. There is also a direct link on this section of the slide that allows you to download the book, which allows you to hold a copy as a PDF file. The second slide is more information about their founder. This slide you find his name and when he had the idea to begin the realist movement and on here there is also a link to a two-minute video clip that you can watch to learn more about what Rael (their founder) discovered the day he began the movement. The last slide is a description about another video that explains some of the points that were told to Rael by the Extra-terrestrial. I find the description with this video interesting as it shows the strong recruitment element of this website. In the description it says  [3:  http://www.rael.org/home] 

“Whether your interest lies in ancient history, modern science, UFOs, religious scriptures or even sci-fi, you’ll gain new perspective from taking the time to read them.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.rael.org/home] 

I found this part of the description interesting as it shows the website trying to target as many groups as they can for their recruitment by appealing to some groups that may find something in common with the organisation.
Below this section of the website is where you can find some of the events they are holding. These are highlighted and underlined so you can click on them and it takes you to the page where there is more information about the event happening. This is set out very plain and simple and does not have any pictures of events until you click the links and go to the page where there is more information about the page. The section below the events is a series of slides that has many free e-books and their titles so that their followers can read them. Then below this there are many more links to the shop and to a different section where you can learn more about Rael and his teachings and a newsletter that you can sign up to through the last link box. From looking at this it is clear to see that the websites home page has more of a focus on advertising their movement rather than teaching what their beliefs and practices are. 
After their home page there is a page dedicated to their Message, this page includes some information about what they believe and further links to read more about what the designers said and what their message was. The content on this page is easy to read and they make it relatable to modern religions by linking in the words we would use today like God and Prophets, by using these it makes the religious converts more drawn to the movement as it would make sense to them. The page after the message is a download page full of English e-books that are available to download and read. After this page there is a page of four videos about the leader and different messages that the followers can watch to gain further insight to the organisation. 
Their Leader
After these pages there is 3 pages dedicated to their founder Claude Vorilhon also known as Rael. The first page has a lot of information as him as a singer/ songwriter and includes links to some of his songs. I think they have used this page to demonstrate the charismatic leader's position in the organisation but other than that this page does not contribute to any of the information about the organisation. This is where I believe that the leader in this instance is acting as a God to the organisation without whom the organisation may collapse. The second page is him as a racing car driver, in this page we see where he was a professional race car driver and learn that he was sponsored by part of the Raelian organisation to take up racing again and he entered competitions promoting the message made by the creators. Again, this page has links where you can see more about their leader and his achievements from racing and there is even an option to send him an email. This page provides nothing more about the organisation and just more information about their leader. This reinstates the Acting God theory I spoke about earlier as there is so much information dedicated to just Rael and his achievements. The next page goes on about him as a receiver of the message. In this section I am unsure if there is a mis-type as he refers to ‘human being from another planet’ as the one who gave him the message. This shows that the information on the website is a bit inconsistent as they begin by calling the people who delivered the message Extra-terrestrials then calling them the designers and now calling them human –beings from a different planet. The overall content on this page does not give a full definition of their beliefs however it does give the general background about what Rael has done to encourage public actions but here again the page is all about their one leader. They could have used these pages more effectively to talk about how much fundraising they have done or how successful they are together as an organisation. 
The rest of the website overall is accessible however the information on the FAQ page allows for more quick links to separate sub sections where more specific information can be found to answer the questions written above. There is also a search bar where you can search for your own questions and it can bring up pages and articles that may answer your questions, however I still did not find their beliefs and practices when searching for it which leads to the conclusion maybe you can only find the beliefs and practises by purchasing the books. I feel like some of the information on this page should have been on the home page and there did not have to be as much information about their leader and more time spent talking and focusing on the movement itself. The rest of the tabs include information about their embassy which is where the human-beings from a different planet will come to earth. There is then a tab that explains the events that are happening and what months they are doing them, and you can also see the online events and then there is a drop-down box to find events in your area. Overall it is a clear page and easy to navigate through and easy to use. There are then two more tabs for their shop and how to contact them and both also have drop-down boxes where you can find your country then find the shop. 
The one problem I saw with the website is the national link. When you find your country, it brings you to the national page which has very few images, a grey background and just more information about purchases. Overall the national websites are very generic and boring and nothing in comparison to the effort that was out into the international page.
Overall, I think the website is enticing and attractive, however I believe it focuses too much on the importance of the leader and recruiting people to join as well as selling and advertising their books and texts. Although there is plenty of information on their leader, it presents him as more important and takes away the reason for his status as being leader of the Raelism movement.
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