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the Hellespont into Thrace, with a design to

conquer Greece, the dcputies from the sccral LEONID A S.
states of that country, who had some time before

assembled themseloes at the Isthmus of Corinth, BOOK I

to deliberate on proper measures for Tesisting

the invader, were mo sooner apprised of his

march into Thrace, than they determincd, virtaons Spartan, who resige’
without further delay, to disputc his passage at [ virtuens coantry e e i
the straits of Thermopyle, the most accessible Thermopyise, when all the peopled east
part of Greece on the side of Thrace and Thes- T arms with Xerxes 8d the Grecian plains,
saly. Alpheus, one of the deputies from Sparta, © Mase, record! The Heliospont they pamd,
repairs to that city, and communicates this rc- Oerpow'ring Thrace. The dreadfu tidings switt
solution to his countrymen ; who chanced that To orluth fiew, | Fler isthmns was the seat
day to be amembled, in expectation of receiving Of Grecian council. ~Alpheus thenoe retarns
an answer from Apotlo, to whom they had sent To Lacedwmmon,  Tn amembly fall

a messenger to consuit about the event of the He finds the Spartan people with their kings;
war. Leutychides, one of their two kings, coun- Thels kings, who boast an origin divine,

sels the people to advance no further than the From Hercules descended. They the sons
Isthmus of Corinth, which separates the Pelo- Of Lacedzemon had conven'd, (0 learn
ponnesus, where Lacedemon was situated, from The sacred mandates of £t immortal gods

the rost of Greece; but Leonidas, the other king, That morn expected from the Delphlan dome.
dissuadesthem from it. Agis,the messenger,who But Alpbeus sadden their astention drew,

had been deputed to Delphi, and brother to the And thus addresed them, ¢ For immediate war,

queen of Leonidas, returns with the oracle; . Barbarian tents
which denounces ruin to the Lacedemonians, xm"““"", 'O the trermbling bounds of Thrace.

wnless one of their kings lays down his Life for

the public. N el ffers himaelf for the {n. m“ "“"‘: counl) bath m‘;&‘:{"

tim. Threc hundred more are appointed, all ‘Here Alj m'ho shard
citizens of Sparta, and heads of fumilics, to ac- With m"h‘" e sway, g .
company, and. die with, him at Thermopyle. Amww. y:" o Sy,

Alpheus returns to the Ithmus. Leonidas, - hegron
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