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Suspect Brief
Burglary – Terry Hamilton
True Account

You are the following person:
	Name:		Terry HAMILTON
	Age:			
	Occupation:	Unemployed
	Address:		No Fixed Abode (NFA)
	Marital Status:	Single

You and your friend are short of cash, so earlier tonight, during a conversation in a local pub, you decided to commit a burglary.
You both left the pub around 8.30 pm and walked to a nearby industrial estate, looking for a suitable target.
You both arrived at Selway Building Supplies and, after finding a crowbar in a nearby skip, you forced the shutters.
The alarm immediately sounded, but you both entered the building, your friend switching on the light.
You were looking for cash, but after a search, you couldn’t find anything.
You both picked up paint tins and left.  At this time the police arrived, you both then dropped the paint, but only you were arrested.  When cautioned, you did not reply.


Alternative accounts

1. Fully admit the offence

2. State that you went to the scene with your friend (give identity if questioned) and you only kept watch outside.
You are attempting to play down your role in the burglary.
Maintain this account throughout.

3. You will be verbally aggressive towards interviewing officer(s) from the outset.
Admit your involvement simplistically, ie “I did it, just charge me.”
Refuse to name your accomplice and attempt to maintain aggression when questioned in detail.
However, react accordingly to officer’s behaviour.

4. You will initially state that you were wandering around the industrial estate as you were bored.
You will then state that a man shouted you over to the building and asked if you would help him move some paint as he was stocktaking.
He offered you £10.00 to assist.
As you got to the building entrance, the man shouted, “It’s the police” and he ran off, dropping the paint that he had.
You then tried to run, as you panicked.
You have never been in the building before and you have not touched any paint tins.
Initially give above account and then at an appropriate stage, admit your involvement, as per True Account.

5. You will initially state that you were wandering around the industrial estate as you were bored.
You will then state that a man shouted you over to the building and asked if you would help him move some paint as he was stocktaking.
He offered you £10.00 to assist.
As you got to the building entrance, the man shouted, “It’s the police” and he ran off, dropping the paint that he had.
You then tried to run, as you panicked.
You have never been in the building before and you have not touched any paint tins.
Initially give above account and then at an appropriate stage, state that you realised a burglary was taking place and you decided to take what you could.
Fully admit the offence.

6. Give the account backwards initially, ie in short sentences, making the officer ask further open questions in order to obtain a workable suspect area/agenda.

7. You will tell officers that you went across to see what was happening, with a view to telephoning the police.
State that you never entered the building.  You saw a man run from inside the premises, straight past you.
The man dropped paint tins as he ran.
At the same time the police arrived you panicked and ran, but were arrested.
State to officers that you have never been in trouble with the police before.
If challenged, appropriately make full admissions, as per True Account. 

8. You will tell officers that you went across to see what was happening, with a view to telephoning the police.
State that you never entered the building.  You saw a man run from inside the premises, straight past you.
The man dropped paint tins as he ran.
At the same time the police arrived you panicked and ran, but were arrested.
State to officers that you have never been in trouble with the police before.
If challenged, appropriately make part admissions, minimising your involvement.


9. You will state that you were out for a walk alone when you heard an alarm sounding on a nearby industrial estate.
You decided to investigate and, as you neared the entrance to the building, you saw through the open shutters a figure inside.
You entered the building and the male figure came walking towards you.
You saw that he was carrying tins of paint.  The man then suddenly started to run out of the building, dropping the tins.  You then realised the police had arrived and, because of your previous convictions, you tried to run off.
You were arrested.
You are innocent; however, you feel you are in a no-win situation due to the circumstances and your previous convictions.  You decide to admit the offence in order to expedite your release.

10. You will state that you were out for a walk alone when you heard an alarm sounding on a nearby industrial estate.
You decided to investigate and as you neared the entrance to the building, you saw through the open shutters, a figure inside.
You entered the building and the male figure came walking towards you.
You saw that he was carrying tins of paint.  The man then suddenly started to run out of the building, dropping the tins.  You then realised the police had arrived and because of your previous convictions you tried to run off.
You were arrested.
Give above account, maintaining your innocence.

11. You will state that a man in the pub (identity unknown - first time you have met him) asked you to go with him on a ‘job’ (burglary).
You would be paid to help him.  You were not sure what was happening, but you went with him.
He asked you to stand outside the building and wait there.
You heard a burglar alarm, you went to see what was happening and the man ran past you.
Police arrived, you were arrested.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You did not go into the building and you did not touch anything.
Try to be evasive when questioned concerning your understanding of ‘job’, ie criminal involvement.

12. On being cautioned at the start of the interview tell the interviewing officer that you do not understand the caution.  Ask him or her to explain it to you.
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