Bibliographic Exercise

This bibliography covers the Domesday Book, one of the most important documents in the history of England. It is a survey of the newly conquered lands of England ordered by William the Conqueror, King of England and Duke of Normandy. 

To create this bibliography the University Library has been a key resource as it allowed relatively simple access to numerous versions of the Doomsday Book. I was also able to discover the History from the source’s series by John Moore and John Morris that provided a large amount of material. 


Burgess Thomas, Wiltshire, Extracted from Domesday Book: To Which Is Added a Translation of the Original Latin into English : With an Index, in Which Are Adapted the Modern Names to the Antient; and with a Preface, in Which Is Included a Plan for a General History of the County (Salisbury: Printed by E. Easton, 1788)

This edition is important because it was published in 1788 and offers a view of how the Domesday Book was in the late eighteenth century as well as offering a look into the academia of the day. It also allows a micro history study to be taken into account as it pertains to the county of Wiltshire. 

Burgess Thomas and Kelham Robert, Domesday Book Illustrated: Containing an Account of That Antient Record; as Also, of the Tenants in Capite or Serjanty Therein Mentioned: And a Translation of the Difficult Passages, with Occasional Notes; an Explanation of the Terms, Abbreviations, and Names of Foreign Abbies: And an Alphabetical Table of the Tenants in Capite or Serjanty in the Several Counties Contained in That Survey (London: Printed by J. Nichols for E. Brooke, 1788)

This edition is very useful as it is an illustrated edition that provides illustrations that aid in explaining what it is referring to. It’s age also aids in tracking the various changes in historiography from then to now. This source was almost certainly intended to be read by an academic audience. 

Great Britain Record Commission, Domesday Book (London: Record Commission, 1783)
Martin G H and Williams Ann, Domesday Book: A Complete Translation (London: Penguin, 2002)

This edition is key due to its authoritative tone and its relatively recent publication date. This gives it a newer perspective compared to the other works on this list. It is also a complete translation that was published by Penguin, a well-respected academic publisher that 

Moore John S and Morris John, Domesday book. 15, Gloucestershire, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1982)

This edition is especially useful as it offers a look at how the Domesday Book effected Gloucestershire. This allows a micro history approach to be used when utilising this work. It is also easy to access being available on the University Library. 

Morgan Philip, Morris John, and Rumble Alexander R, Domesday book. 26, Cheshire, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1978)

This edition is useful as it allows a Micro History study of the Domesday Book in Cheshire to be carried out. This source id both academic with hints of popular as it covers the county of Cheshire but it also allows someone who is not familiar with the Domesday Book to be able to narrow down what they are looking for. 

Morgan Philip, Morris John, and Sankaran Veronica, Domesday book. 1, Kent, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1983)

This edition is authoritative a sit is the first in the series that it is part of and covers Kent, a key Anglo-Saxon area that would have been heavily effected by the Domesday Book. It is also worthy of note that Odo of Bayeaux, the half-brother of William the Conqueror was made the Earl of Kent. 

Morris John and Mothersill Janet, Domesday book. 2, Sussex, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1976)

This edition focuses on the County of Sussex which as a former Anglo-Saxon kingdom was most likely doubly checked by the Domesday Book’s recorders. This was easy to find as it is part of an easy to access series. 

Morris John, O’Driscoll Agnes, Thorn Caroline, and Thorn Frank, Domesday book. 9, Devon, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1985)

This edition is focused on the Domesday Book in Devon and allows a micro history to be studied of a large and rich county. This edition like the others in the sae series are authoritative and allow a micro history study of the region to be carried out. 

Morris John, Padel O J, Thorn Caroline, and Thorn Frank, Domesday book. 10, Cornwall, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1979)

This source is very useful as it covers the Domesday Book in Cornwall one of the richest and most important areas of England as well as one that to this day still maintains a differing culture. 

Morris John, Sankaran Veronica, Thorn Caroline, and Thorn Frank, Domesday book. 17, Herefordshire, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1983)

This edition is focused on the county of Herefordshire the western most county of England and one of the few that possessed a foreign border at the time of collection. 

Morris John, Thorn Caroline, and Thorn Frank, Domesday book. 7, Dorset, History from the sources (Chichester: Phillimore, 1983)

This edition is useful as it covers the county of Dorset and how the Domesday Book was gathered in said county. 

Overall, gathering this bibliography has been an interesting challenge that has revealed new scholarly material that I was previously unaware of. It has also allowed me to see the true breadth of study that the Domesday Book has been subjected to over the centuries. This has placed the Domesday Book into a new context and I look forward to working with it in the future. 
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