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What does it mean to commemorate? How do memorials create meaning in a public place?


My choice – Question 3

What does it mean to commemorate?


My task for this assignment is to write about what is means to commemorate people, things of the past etc. and how do memorials create personal meaning in a public place.
Let me start with the meaning of commemorating. Commemorating is to recall or show respect for someone or something and to mark or celebrate an event or a person through which positivity has been produced.
These days the entire population love to commemorate many events or people because there is always something out there that is worth celebrating about and giving thanks to. These days we have dedicated days to celebrate an event of the past because if we didn’t remember these people it would be very shaming because those people or that certain event helped us get to where the world currently is today.
We all have lost someone who is close to us or will lose someone that we have strong feelings for, it may happen gradually but some can happen at any moment in time. “When you lose someone you care about; people talk about having memorial services or a gravestone or a marker of some kind” Litvak, (2016). The reason behind this is so that the person deceased can have a nice send off for people to remember them by and get their last chance to say goodbye. Something like a gravestone is a place where you are able to go visit someone you have lost to remember them. If you didn’t have gravestones or memorials the person lost may be forgotten about because there is nothing to go and visit outside of their own head. Obviously you can always remember the person within your mind but having something outside of you mind, a physical item. That’s the reason as to why we chose to have gravestones. To pay your respect and love to a lost member. 
Meaning of memorials can change over time, for example if there was an event that happened in the past it would most likely affect the people that were around during the time of the event. Whereas the people who weren’t born at the time of the event may not have as much feeling towards the event because they don’t know much about it or affected anyone who they knew or were close to.
There have been so many massive events in the past which have happened centuries ago but are still remembered very well to these days. One event is the Holocaust, although to this day it is still a touchy subject to talk about, but it was a massive event of this past which is still commemorated to this day. For example, in Berlin the capital of the Nazi’s empire, they have a certain destination to remember the holocaust called the memorial of murdered Jews of Europe which was built in 1999 after long debates. With this memorial it is quite plain but has a big impact. Within it, there includes 2,711 concrete slab arranged into a grid shape. They all vary in size, going from very short all the way up to way taller than most people. ”The result is a memorial that allows visitors to comprehend the sheer, terrible size of the Holocaust” Visit Berlin, (2017).
The holocaust was the murder in mass amounts of 6 million Jews and millions of other people during the second world war. The killings happened between 1933 and 1945 and was organised by the Nazi party which was led by Adolf Hitler. 
There’s a crazy statistic that “nearly 7 out of 10 Jews that were living in Europe were killed during this duration” The BBC, (2018).  The reason for their killing is because they belonged too certain racial or religious groups which the Nazi’s weren’t happy about. Any who spoke out against Adolf Hitler would be killed as well no matter their job, ethnicity, religion or even status. 
The holocaust happened over 30 years ago but yet is still remembered to this day because it was such a massive event throughout the world which everyone knows about. Even the people that were born after the events still have feelings towards it because it was such a historical event and a brutal mass of murderers to innocent people. There is a notional holocaust day which is the 27th of January each year to remember the ones lost in it and what they were out through.
Another example of a worldwide commemorated events is Remembrance Day. This is a day on November 11th where people in Britain remember the fighters of World War 1 who were sadly killed whilst trying to protect our country and freedom. Many events take place from public, private, informal and formal ones. A two-minute silence is held at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. The poppy is the symbol of Remembrance which was inspired by “John McCrae’s poem in Flanders field” British Legion, (2018). The reason behind the poppy is because one-day John discovered there was poppies growing in the battle fields of the world war 1. The memorials will be all over Britain from graveyards with gravestones of each who died at the war, to poppy wreaths placed in certain stations and statues. 
Something that is quite rare in 2018 is commemorating through benches. In many places in the United Kingdom there would be a bench maybe in a graveyard or even in a park where the bench would have a commemorative metal plaque implanted on the bench with information of the person that is being remembered and the reason as to why they are. People are able to use the bench and read about the person the bench was made for and place flowers in memory for a family member of someone that was lost by no fault of their own and the family want them never to be forgotten and for other people to see what they did to create a better world.
You can commemorate people in so many different ways. Another way to commemorate someone is through writing a book about the person and their life. Martin Luther King Jr, was the first person to stand up against racism and try to and create an equal life. Before the 1950’s black people were always segregated from white people because they were though of a lesser people. This went on for years and years before someone put a stop to it. In 1963 Martin Luther King Jr read a speech to the world which showed his dreams about how the world should be. 
That all people are the same and nobody should be treated differently based on the ethnicity. He was one of the main people who stopped segregation between black and white people. Black people used to be treated horribly “they were not allowed near any hospitals, schools, toilets that white people were allowed in” The BBC, (2015). 
They were forced to work in low paid unskilled jobs. Schools for black people kept inferior, this is so they would remain less educated and that would then mean that they would not advance in society. They would work as servants, their wages wouldn’t be near the number of white people and the worst of all there was attacks from what was called the KKK which were gangs of white people who believed that black people were taking their jobs. 
No one wanted to stand up to this because they knew it was an almost impossible task, until one day, Martin Luther King stepped up with his famous “I have a dream” David J. Garrow, (2003). This was the speech which brought equality throughout everyone’s lives. This is still celebrated to this day because without the acts of him the world wouldn’t be where it was today and equal place. 
To this day Martin has his own day commemorated called Martin Luther King Day which is on the 21st of January. Many books have been created to remember the happenings of his life and beliefs which not many people many have known about. 
By writing this book it shows how he made such an impact on people’s lives and the world today and it shows from what people do to commemorate his life and journey through such a hard living time.
Another way of commemorating mainly people is through statues. Statues are probably less of a thing these days but there are definitely many statues out these days. Captain James cook is a very good example of a famous statue that commemorates what he did for the world and how he did something different to change the way we perceive things these days. Captain James Cook was the “English navigator, explorer and cartographer who is famous for his excursions through the Pacific Ocean and how he mapped it” Biography Editors, (2014). He was the first person to discover New Zealand and the Great Barrier Reef of Australia. This was a massive discovery because without him discovering them we may not have been calling them those names or living within the countries. This man achieved and discovered so many popular things that his statue was completed in 1914 and is situation in West minster in London.
In my opinion I feel like commemorating events and people these days are a lot bigger than they used to be centuries ago. I believe centuries ago they would maybe have a small gathering or even remember to themselves and pay respect to the ones that have been lost by having a minute silence or thinking about the happenings within these events. In the 21st century I feel as if it’s become a major part of everyone’s lives to celebrate and commemorate. For events like Remembrance Day like I mentioned before there is so much that happens around commemorating it. This is not just on the day itself it gets remembered over a few days. For example, there is a two-minute silence at 11am on the 11th of November, there is also huge events such as in London it is arranged that there is a huge meet up where veterans who were involved in the war that survived get invited to, all of the royal family attend with many other famous guests to commemorate. On the day many wreaths are placed, the queen places a wreath on the cenotaph in London in hour of our lost ones.
Also around the sporting world, in every game during the week of the 11th of November each football team has a minute silence prior to kick off of the match, a wreath is also placed in the centre of the football pitch by a member from the team’s city who was involved in the war back in the day. The footballers, staff and members of the club wear poppy patches on their kit.
To sum up I think that we do need to commemorate events, people or something that has happened that has either changed the world or the way we think these days. There are so many ways of commemorating which include some of the ones I have mentioned above and I’m sure in the future there will be more ways to commemorate and for generations we will celebrate the lost for the good and hopefully there will be more people to come and change the world for the better. This way we can remember these events either for the good or for the bad, but it will still be remembered and never forgotten because without commemorating we may forget the past and how we have made it to 2018. 
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