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Personal reflection 
During Safeguarding it is important to recognise, record, report, refer and to take responsibility for the signs of a symptom if a child suffers from abuse.  
The meaning of recognising in safeguarding is to ensure practitioners have the knowledge and understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse and will prevent children from more harm (NCVO, No Date). According to the safeguarding app (No Date), the Social Services and Wellbeing for Wales Act (2014) have procedures and guidance that will support practitioners in practice when dealing with safeguarding.  
Recording information is important during safeguarding. The National Assembly for Wales (2018), states that contacting the safeguarding officer and understanding the policies and procedures will enable practitioners to record correctly. As a practitioner it is important to keep a record of any evidence as the court may contact you personally (Fowler, 2022).  
When reporting it is important to report to the appropriate person and to follow relevant policies and procedures (Vain 2024). Another important concept is that reporting immediately will prevent the neglect from escalating. According to NSPCC (2023) everyone has a duty to report any signs of abuse even if it is a small matter.  
Referring is an important concept in safeguarding. When referring a child to a social worker they have twenty-four hours to decide on a plan that will protect the child from any type of abuse escalating (Child Law Advice, 2023). According to the Working together to safeguard children Act (2018), when a practitioner is unsure about the policies and producers of the safeguarding process, guidance and advice should be given.  
According to the National Assembly for Wales (2018), every local authority, multi-agency and practitioner has a duty of care to protect children from safeguarding. To ensure practitioners understand these responsibilities they should undertake courses which will provide them with up-to-date information (NSPCC, 2023).  
During one’s time studying early year’s education, I was able to expand my knowledge by completing a safeguarding course through a teaching agency. I believe this provided me with the correct knowledge on how to safeguard children in practice. Before university one studied Childcare in college, in my opinion, this supported my role in understanding the importance of following school policy and procedures.  
During my time studying the module, I learnt about the safeguarding app and how the app is beneficial for local authorities, multi-agencies, practitioners and people in the outside world. One will use this app throughout my career to best support my practice. I also learnt about the Munro report which spoke about the importance of a child centered approach during safeguarding. After the Munro report, multi-agency and local authorities had a duty to review all safeguarding practice and how they could improve practice to best support a child.  
After completing this module, I had a better understanding of the legislation and act that provided important information about safeguarding when working with children. Furthermore, Section130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act in Wales (2014), provided me with information about the importance of recording any safeguarding concerns and the correct way to record and to store information. 
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