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The purpose of this report is to explain my decisions, and choices which have impacted and left impressions on me, to pursue a career within the construction industry.

1. Executive Summary

What influences that related to construction had subconsciously laid a foundation. These have guided me to be in the position I am in now. What inspired me and what pushed me onto the trajectory of going in this direction of the built environment. 
This is to share where I want to steer myself towards now and the growth, that I have experienced thus far in both my professional and academic journey and in which direction I hope my path goes from here. 
 
2. Overview of decisions and choices 

To be in the position I have fallen into, whether it has been a correct choice by happy accident or a well-researched and educated decision made can be questioned and rooted in right or wrong place and right or wrong time. Whether I knew it or not, construction has been a hugely influential element of my whole life from childhood. Without even knowing it, building and design was the staple of my entire play time from infancy through to adulthood. 
From wooden marble runs, Duplo, K’nex and the all-important one, Lego. These were the subliminal but key blocks to unlock my creative nature and put me on to the path of becoming a “master builder,” (Leitch,2021). A term now reserved for an actual career in the industry. This dreamer of my inner self, which is still there, was my outlet for my otherwise over stimulated mind. Lego allowed for a complete world change, building structures, from houses, to bridges, without really understanding the physical constraints at scale. 
[image: ]
Figure 1 – Lego Logo (Toptrendz, 2023).
Obviously, this is the most famous ‘toy’ but also the sheer magnitude of the production of this building material is hitting the 36 billion bricks manufactured each year. Upwards of 860 million bricks have been made by the toy giant since 1958. (Castillio, 2023).
These dreams of building with Lego often meant my bedroom and the rest of the house had Lego constructions tiered everywhere. With the dream of building a full-scale one day to live in from Lego! My all-time greatest memories were seeing the Mini-Land at Legoland. 
[image: ]
Figure 2 – Legoland, Mini land (Hello Wanderer, 2023).
The worlds’ landmarks all mirrored within a miniature landscape. A sight to behold, even today, with it taking almost 40 million bricks to create. (Legoland,2023). Often mimicking the ideas of building a vast scape of buildings myself, with my limited supplies of course. 
In more recent years, people have taken my boyhood dream of scale sized buildings with Lego, to the possibility of a working and liveable house from Lego bricks. Created using 3.3 million Lego bricks with working amenities, even a flushable toilet and working shower. (Tapper,2009). 
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Figure 3 – House built of Lego. (Tapper, 2009) 
Of course, the techniques in which Lego is held together with the iconic interlocking system have even been mimicked in real building materials for alternative construction methods across the globe. Multiple options available, but these pre-cast blocks literally resemble Lego bricks and can be stacked just like them, only they have the loading capacity and retaining wall structural integrity. (Blockwalls,2019). 
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Figure 4 – Builder blocks (Blockwalls, 2019). 

These elements only further cement the everlasting effect of childhood fantasies and imagination which has not only led to this journey, but also still inspiring others within the industry. Which only lends to further my passion to continue this journey and what I can develop for my own legacy.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk150809404]Understanding the culture shift and the dynamic of the construction industry. 

The territory unseen by mere mortals from beyond the stereotype of the building site and it’s workers. Often avoided by civilisation and only ever seen from afar with quite often a poor image overshadowing the truth and the endless possibilities within the industry. This certainly did give it a stigma which I probably sub-consciously believed all through my teens. I didn’t know anyone in the industry, nor did I really want to even entertain the idea, as any interaction with people from the industry certainly mirrored the public perception. 
If I’m honest, at the root of it, I was steered away from the industry. Firstly, by teachers, and secondly by my family. Spoken about as a vocational only subject base. Highlighting it as a backup of a backup choice. Both in the sense that it was both construction and engineering that I was certainly hoping to follow as a career. Unfortunately, it took life and a little time to allow me to follow this path. 





4. Experience and expectations.

Having been involved at almost every level of the construction ladder, from labouring, through to contract administration. Architectural design and project management. I have engaged with contract negotiations and manged and inspected sites. All at varying contract values. 
I have had a lot of negative experiences within the built environment but, without this experience I may have chosen a different journey entirely It is this that created my will to strive for opportunities and to better myself and prove my biggest critic wrong, me. Originally with the intention of going down the architectural route.
Obviously, working on site certainly changed my expectations of what an architect does and their involvement across the project life cycle and with the lack of engagement and influence often rooted to just emails and drawing numbers. I felt I needed a more hands-on role within the industry. The management of projects and sites felt a more suitable path with which I have had experience managing teams, expectations and deadlines. 

5. Summary of Future possibilities.

Choosing to flirt with the idea of putting myself through education to attain professional certification to back up my experience. Which brings me full circle, back to full time education, and hoping to complete a degree in my chosen field. Working towards chartership and even with a masters being the end goal in which I am determined to chase. 
Currently seeking re-employment within the construction management or surveying sector. With chartership being my follow up to my current student memberships with the suitable parties. 














6. Reference List 


· Blockwalls (2019) Our Products. 
Available at: https://blockwalls.co.uk/our-products/
(Accessed: 14th November 2023).

· Castillo, L. (2023) The most surprising Lego statistics and trends 2023. 
Available at: https://blog.gitnux.com/lego-statistics/
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 

· Hello wanderer (2023) 5 tips for Legoland Windsor.
Available at: http://www.hellowanderer.co.uk/2016/07/5-tips-for-legoland-windsor.html
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 

· Legoland (2023) Miniland. 
Available at: https://www.legoland.co.uk/explore/theme-park/rides-attractions/miniland/?clickref=1101lxWMcNZm&utm_source=skimlinks_phg&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=1100l131
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 

· Leitch, C. (2019) How to become a Lego master model builder. 
Available at: https://www.careeraddict.com/become-lego-master
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 

· Tapper, J. (2009) James May and his full-size Lego house nobody wants. 
Available at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1214729/James-May-size-Lego-house-wants.html 
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 

· Toptrendz (2023) Lego Survey.
Available at: https://www.toptrendz.net/lego-survey/
(Accessed: 14th November 2023). 



image4.png




image1.png




image2.png
W NI
AR

AR PR AR RARR





image3.png




