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Introduction 
This paper undertakes a critical comparative analysis of the treatment of the Sun as both a astrological and symbol in three key primary texts drawn from diverse historical and intellectual traditions. The Sun, as a central celestial body, has held enduring significance in human understanding across epochs—symbolizing life, divine order, identity, and cosmic harmony. The selected texts for analysis feature one ancient source pre 500CE and modern source during the 20th century: Plato, Timaeus,[footnoteRef:1] followed by Baigent, Campion and Harvey, Mundane Astrology.[footnoteRef:2] The third source of choice is Kepler, Harmonices Mundi (The Harmony of the World).[footnoteRef:3] Each represents a distinct cultural, philosophical, and historical approach to celestial meaning. [1:  Plato, Timaeus, (Translated by Bury, R. G.), Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., published in 1960]  [2:  Baigent, Campion and Harvey, Mundane Astrology, published in 1984.]  [3:  Kepler, Harmonices Mundi (The Harmony of the World), 1997 The Harmony of the World, published in 1619.] 


To guide this analysis, the following questions are posed:
1. How do writing style and intended purpose shape the portrayal of solar symbolism?
2. What cosmological models and metaphysical assumptions underpin each author’s treatment of the Sun?
3. In what ways does each source relate the Sun to concepts such as the cycle, harmony & fate?
4. What are the key interpretations of the Sun with relation to soul and psyche?
5. Have meanings attached to the Sun changed or remained consistent over time?







Methodology
This essay adopts a comparative methodology to analyse the conceptualisation of the Sun across three selected primary sources. Each source is examined through several key lenses: writing style and structure, intended purpose, and target audience. Following this, the essay explores what might be described as a ‘thematic analysis’,[footnoteRef:4] whereby key ideas and symbolic patterns are extracted inductively from the texts and then compared across sources.  [4:  Braun Virginia, Clarke Victoria, Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide, SAGE Publications Ltd, 27 Oct. 2021] 

This includes the treatment of the Sun as an astrological, cosmological, and symbolic element within metaphysical and cyclical frameworks. These criteria are chosen to provide a balanced assessment of both form and content. The approach is qualitative and interpretative, drawing on close reading of each text’s treatment of solar themes. The analysis is contextualised within relevant historical and philosophical backgrounds to ensure accurate interpretation. More specifically, this includes consideration of ancient Greek metaphysics and cosmology (Plato), Renaissance science and astrology (Kepler), and modern Western astrological theory (Baigent, Campion, Harvey).
Secondary sources, including scholarly commentary on astrology, cosmology, and history of ideas, provide the necessary contextual scaffolding. These include works by Campion,[footnoteRef:5] Greenbaum[footnoteRef:6] and Tarnas.[footnoteRef:7] By systematically comparing the portrayal of the Sun in different historical and intellectual contexts, this methodology facilitates a critical review of how meanings shift or persist over time, while revealing the cultural and symbolic work that celestial imagery performs in human thought. [5:  Campion, Nicholas, A History of Western Astrology, Vol. I, The Ancient World ]  [6:  Greenbaum, Dorian, Kepler, Introduction, Culture and cosmos, Vol. 14 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2010]  [7:  Tarnas, Richard. Cosmos and Psyche: Intimations of a New World View. Viking, 2006.] 






Contextual Backgrounds 
The Timaeus
The Timaeus, primarily deals with cosmology, metaphysics and the philosophy of nature. It is considered a late work by author and ancient philosopher, Plato (428-348 BCE), as part of his contribution to the Greek tradition of writings on nature, per phuseôs.[footnoteRef:8] Plato’s Timaeus was published amidst a turbulent political climate, including the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) and eventual downfall of Athens, that would profoundly shape his thinking in later years.[footnoteRef:9] Plato’s readership would have likely been the ancient Greek philosophical audience of his time and intellectuals that later followed.  [8:  Naddaf, G. (no date) “COSMOLOGICAL MODELS AND THE PERI PHUSEOS TRADITION.”]  [9:  https://hcommons.org/app/uploads/sites/1000608/2017/06/Notes-on-the-Timaeus-.pdf] 

Harmonices Mundi
Harmonices Mundi explores the idea of a cosmic harmony underlying the movements of the planets. Its author was a German astronomer, mathematician, and astrologer, Johannes Kepler (1571-1630). His work is influenced by Copernicus heliocentric model, Pythagoreanism and platonic thought.[footnoteRef:10] His book was the third and final volume of Kepler’s series on planetary motion, published in 1619, during the renaissance and scientific revolution. Part of the purpose of his work was to ‘reform the theoretical basis of astrology, [while] he still used traditional methods in his own practice of it’[footnoteRef:11] Kepler also challenged the ‘old astronomers who still sustained the system of  Ptolemy, [and] the Aristotelian natural philosophers’[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Dorian Giesler Greenbaum (ed.), ‘Kepler’s Astrology’, Culture and Cosmos Vol. 12 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2008.]  [11:  Greenbaum, Dorian, Culture and cosmos, Vol. 14 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2010, p. 153.]  [12:  Di Liscia, Daniel A., "Johannes Kepler", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2021 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2021/entries/kepler/>. (accessed Saturday 5 April 2025)] 

Mundane Astrology
Mundane Astrology, is a comprehensive exploration of the astrological method known as mundane astrology, which according to Charles Carter, prominent British astrologer of the mid-20th century, is ‘…the study of all that pertains to the life of politically incorporated body, or nation. It must comprehend the cultural and intellectual life, the religious life, the economic, and so forth.[footnoteRef:13] Co-authors include three British professional astrologers, Baigent, Campion, and Harvey, first publishing their book in 1984. It featured an earlier forecast made in 1980, that predicted ‘the upheaval in the Soviet Union.’[footnoteRef:14] According to a published book review opinion it ‘is not a book for a complete novice to Astrology, it assumes a basic understanding of astrological concepts and principles.’[footnoteRef:15] [13:  C. E. O. Carter, Introduction to Political Astrology (first published 1955), p. 13.]  [14:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii]  [15:  https://www.michaelbaigent.com/mundane-astrology (accessed on Tuesday 28th January 2025)] 

Comparative Analysis 
1. Writing Style and Purpose 
The writing styles of Plato, Kepler, and the authors of Mundane Astrology reveal not only their intended audiences but also how the Sun is conceptualized.
Plato’s Timaeus is written as a philosophical dialogue that merges myth with rational discourse. However, it reflects a speculative nature and does not offer definitive, empirical proof of his theories, but rather philosophical speculation about the origins of the cosmos. The Sun is introduced within an allegorical framework ‘reflector of divine light’[footnoteRef:16] ‘drawing from divine fire.’[footnoteRef:17] Moreover, its designed to lead the reader from the visible to the intelligible. His purpose seems metaphysical: to present a cosmos shaped by a divine intellect and governed by reason – ‘good’. The allegorical nature of the Sun—linked to divine light, fire and the Form of the Good—underscores this contemplative aim.  [16:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).]  [17:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).] 

Kepler’s Harmonices Mundi, by contrast, is composed in a scientific register, with the ‘sun as the central body’ in the heliocentric model of the universe. It employs diagrams, geometrical models, and musical intervals to demonstrate the harmony of planetary motion. Yet, despite its empirical basis, Kepler’s text is not devoid of symbolic intention. The Sun, mathematically central, is also spiritually luminous. His purpose is dual: to prove a ‘harmony of the planets’[footnoteRef:18] through mathematics and to restore astrology’s philosophical dignity. [18:  Kepler, Johannes, Harmonica mundi (chapter 1: The Mathematical basis of the cosmos)] 

Mundane Astrology adopts an academic and technical style, rooted in contemporary astrological practice. It assumes a readership of astrologers familiar with charts, transits, and house systems. The Sun is treated not philosophically or scientifically, but functionally—as a marker of leadership, national identity, and psychological vitality. The text is structured around case studies and predictive analysis, reflecting its practical and applicative purpose.  
As part of their prediction of ‘the upheaval in the Soviet Union’ made in 1980, the authors further explain ‘to my mind the most important transit occurs from January 1989 to November 1991, when Pluto transits the natal Sun’[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii] 

Each style shapes the treatment of the Sun:
· For Plato, it is a contemplative symbol of divine order.
· For Kepler, it is the physical and spiritual centre of harmonic design.
· For Baigent et al., it is a predictive tool tied to collective patterns.
The evolution from symbolic-philosophical (Plato), to scientific-mystical (Kepler), to pragmatic-astrological (Baigent et al.) reflects broader shifts in intellectual priorities and epistemological methods across centuries.
2. Cosmological Role of the Sun 
The Sun’s placement within cosmological models varies significantly among the three texts, reflecting both changing worldviews and enduring themes.
In Timaeus, the cosmos is created by the Demiurge according to rational and harmonious principles. The Sun, Moon, and planets are placed within a rotating celestial sphere, with the Sun positioned as a regulator of time and visible light. Plato writes that the gods ‘kindled lights in the heaven’ and placed the Sun to ‘give visibility to the day’.[footnoteRef:20] Although the Earth remains at the centre in Plato’s geocentric model, the Sun’s function is not merely physical—it reveals the intelligible order of the cosmos. Plato describes the Sun as ‘the source of all visible light, and thus by its light, all become clear and ordered in the cosmos’.[footnoteRef:21] This alludes to how the Sun maintains harmony in the universe and offers a ‘role in the creation of life’.[footnoteRef:22] [20:  Timaeus 38c]  [21:  Timaeus 41b-41c]  [22:  Timaeus 34b-36a] 

Kepler’s model radically repositions the Sun. Drawing from Copernican heliocentrism, Harmonices Mundi presents the Sun as the gravitational and harmonic centre of the solar system. Kepler describes the Sun as ‘the source of motion, light, and harmony’[footnoteRef:23]—a cosmic engine of both physical and spiritual energy. Kepler's integration of musical ratios into planetary spacing suggests that the Sun is also a conductor of celestial symphony. [23:   Kepler, Johannes, Harmonica mundi (chapter 1: The Mathematical basis of the cosmos)] 

In Mundane Astrology, the Sun functions within a modern geocentric astrological framework, but its symbolism is transformed. It represents not cosmological order, but national essence, describing the Sun as representing the ‘identity and vitality of nations’.[footnoteRef:24] Moreover, the authors associate solar transits with leadership crises and social transformations. The Sun’s cycle—especially solar returns and eclipses—marks significant turning points in world events Although it no longer defines physical motion or metaphysical truth, it retains a central role as a timekeeper and symbol of vitality. [24:   Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii] 

Thus, while Plato’s Sun symbolizes metaphysical light, and Kepler’s Sun radiates physical and spiritual harmony, the modern astrological Sun reflects collective psychological and political vitality. Across these models, the Sun remains central—but the axis of centrality shifts from divine order to scientific structure to sociopolitical relevance.
3. Metaphysical and Symbolic Themes 
The Sun’s metaphysical symbolism maintains remarkable continuity across the sources, even as its cosmological role evolves.
For Plato, the Sun is an intermediary between the eternal Forms and the sensible world. In The Republic, he compares the Sun to the Form of the Good—just as the Sun allows vision in the visible realm, the Good enables knowledge in the intelligible realm. In Timaeus, the Sun reflects ‘divine fire,’[footnoteRef:25] enabling time and perception. This metaphysical light becomes a symbol of truth, reason, and the soul’s ascent. [25:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).] 

Kepler retains this Platonic vision of light, but grounds it in physics and mathematics. His Sun embodies the unity of the cosmos through harmonic ratios. According to Greenbaum, Kepler saw divine intelligence expressed in planetary spacing—turning metaphysical speculation into scientific demonstration. Yet, the Sun also retains symbolic value as the unifier of opposites: light and motion, matter and mind.
In Mundane Astrology, the Sun symbolizes ego, power, and leadership—not in the metaphysical or individual sense, but as collective archetype. Drawing on Jungian psychology, the authors describe the Sun as representing the ‘national psyche’ and ‘historical destiny’.[footnoteRef:26] Solar archetypes—such as kings, presidents, or national symbols—reflect the collective Self in action ‘Thus the Sun can represent both the effective political leader and the symbolic head of state.’.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii]  [27:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 220.] 

Thus, the Sun moves from:
· Platonic metaphysics (light = truth),
· to Keplerian unity (light = God, geometry and harmony),
· to modern archetype (light = collective identity and destiny).
The shift is not one of abandonment, but reinterpretation. Light remains a guiding motif—whether of the soul’s journey, the universe’s order, or a nation’s fate.
4. Cycles, Harmony, and Fate
Each source emphasizes the Sun’s role in cycles, timekeeping, and the harmonization of life, though with differing implications for fate and cosmic law.
In Timaeus, Plato lays the foundation for the notion of the Sun, moon and stars as time keepers — 'Wherefore, as a consequence of this reasoning and design on the part of God, with a view to the generation of Time, the sun and moon and five other stars, which bear the appellation of "planets" [i.e., 'wanderers'], came into existence for the determining and preserving of the numbers of Time.’[footnoteRef:28] The Sun’s daily and annual cycle regulates earthly rhythms, reflecting the divine order set by the Demiurge. The Sun thus governs not just visibility, but fate and duration—binding mortal existence to celestial order. [28:  Timaes 38C Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).] 

Kepler, while breaking from Plato’s geocentric model, preserves this cyclical logic through harmonic structures. His ‘music of the spheres’ describes how planetary velocities correspond to musical intervals. The Sun’s centrality ensures the coherence of this cosmic music. Each orbit is a divine chord in the celestial symphony, with the Sun as the sustaining tone.
In Mundane Astrology, solar cycles are predictive tools. Solar returns (when the Sun returns to its natal position) are key in forecasting national events. Eclipses are seen as triggers of crises or transformations. The authors treat these as symbolic indicators rather than deterministic forces, but the Sun still signifies the rhythm of fate. For example, it can also show ‘the way in which a nation expresses itself, the myths and images which it projects and the way in which foreigners view the nation.’[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 220.] 

Across all three, the Sun mediates between cosmic cycles and human fate:
· Plato links the Sun to eternal recurrence.
· Kepler frames it as harmonious periodicity.
· Mundane astrology interpret its cycles as signs of collective destiny.
Despite conceptual shifts, the Sun’s association with time, rhythm, and fate remains strong. Its cycles anchor the human condition within larger cosmic patterns.
5. The Sun and the Soul or Psyche 
Across all three texts, the Sun is symbolically tied to the soul or psyche, though articulated through different philosophical and psychological lenses.
In the Timaeus, Plato associates the soul with the orderly motions of the celestial bodies, each crafted by the Demiurge according to reason and mathematical harmony.  Among these, the Sun is portrayed as a ‘visible god’[footnoteRef:30] that mirrors the soul’s ascent from ignorance to enlightenment. It becomes a symbolic mediator of inner illumination, guiding the soul toward truth and higher knowledge. As Plato describes, the Demiurge ‘showed them [the souls] the nature of the Universe, and declared unto them the laws of destiny’,[footnoteRef:31] establishing a cosmological order in which the soul is inherently linked to the movements of the heavens. [30:  Timaes 38C Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).]  [31:  Timaes 41E-42A Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).] 

Kepler, while using scientific language, believed in a divine world-soul expressed through solar harmony. The Sun’s mathematical centrality reflects spiritual unity. Greenbaum (2010) notes that Kepler viewed the Sun as ‘a symbol of divine reason’[footnoteRef:32] and a unifying principle of both cosmos and consciousness. [32:  Greenbaum, Dorian, Kepler, Introduction, Culture and cosmos, Vol. 14 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2010 (PDF)
] 

Mundane Astrology extends this symbolism to the collective psyche. Drawing from Jungian archetypes, the Sun represents the Self—the core of identity and volition. National horoscopes treat the Sun as the embodiment of a people’s will, creativity, and leadership ‘Sun sign of a mundane chart will convey much of the essential character of the state of nation, or other organization.’[footnoteRef:33] Thus, in all cases, the Sun functions as a psychospiritual centre—illuminating truth in Plato, radiating unity in Kepler, and expressing a nation’s collective identity in Mundane Astrology. [33:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 220.] 

6. Discussion of Historical Evolution and Continuity 
Tracing the treatment of the Sun across Timaeus, Harmonices Mundi, and Mundane Astrology reveals both significant shifts and persistent symbolic threads. Over time, the Sun transforms from a metaphysical source of light and truth to a mathematically central cosmic engine, and finally to a symbolic anchor for collective political identity and psychological vitality.
In Timaeus, written in a classical context shaped by metaphysical idealism, the Sun is a divine luminary—part of a greater cosmological model that bridges the visible and intelligible realms. Its role is fundamentally symbolic, representing the light of truth and the order imposed by divine reason. The metaphysical system emphasizes the soul's alignment with cosmic rhythms and the perfection of divine creation.
With Kepler, operating in the wake of Copernicus and during the Scientific Revolution, the Sun becomes physically central within a heliocentric model, but retains symbolic resonance. Kepler's view is neither fully empirical nor purely mystical. He merges quantitative astronomy with spiritual harmony, maintaining a vision of the cosmos as infused with divine order.
By the time of Mundane Astrology in the 20th century, the Sun is no longer the literal centre of the universe but remains symbolically potent. It represents leadership, vitality, and collective fate. In modern astrology, especially of the mundane variety, the Sun is an indicator of sociopolitical cycles and national identity. Its interpretations are framed not by metaphysical cosmology or harmonic geometry, but by psychological and historical symbolism.
Despite the transformations in scientific understanding and cultural worldview, the Sun continues to function as a symbol of life, order, and identity. What changes is the framework: from Platonic metaphysics, to Keplerian harmonics, to Jungian-informed astrological psychology. Each era reimagines the Sun through its dominant epistemologies, yet its symbolic centrality remains intact.

Conclusion 
This comparative study has examined how the Sun is conceptualized in three pivotal sources: Plato’s Timaeus, Kepler’s Harmonices Mundi, and Baigent et al.’s Mundane Astrology. Each work reflects its historical moment, philosophical outlook, and epistemological framework, yet all place the Sun at the centre of cosmic and symbolic thought.
Plato’s Sun represents divine illumination and metaphysical order. Positioned by the Demiurge, it serves as a bridge between the world of Forms and the material realm. As the source of visible light, it symbolizes the intelligible Good, guiding the soul toward truth and cosmic alignment.
Kepler, writing in the early modern period, grounds this symbolic centrality in empirical and mathematical terms. For him, the Sun is not just the source of light but the harmonic centre of the cosmos. It orders the movements of the planets in musical ratios, manifesting divine harmony in physical form. His synthesis of astronomy and metaphysics allows the Sun to remain a spiritual symbol while participating in the new scientific paradigm.
In Mundane Astrology, the Sun is a collective psychological and political signifier. Though no longer physically central, it is symbolically dominant. It marks national leadership, historical identity, and cycles of rise and decline. Drawing on Jungian and historical frameworks, Baigent et al. emphasize the Sun’s enduring power to structure collective experience.
Across all three, the Sun functions as a unifying symbol—of life, vitality, intelligence, and order. Whether in metaphysical, harmonic, or astrological contexts, it represents an archetype of coherence and centrality. The continuity lies not in cosmology, but in symbolic function.
This study also illustrates the value of interdisciplinary approaches. By combining philosophy, history, astronomy, and astrology, we gain a more nuanced understanding of how celestial symbols evolve while maintaining deep cultural and psychological relevance. 
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