Weekly Reading & managing your time
Each week we provide a list of reading which does exceed the amount you are expected to do. This is why we divided reading into 'required', which we regard as necessary to get the most of out of the week’s work, or ‘recommended’, which is optional and available for you to choose whatever may be most useful in terms of your choice of final essay. In addition this extra reading does create a library to which you may return later in the MA. In some instances we also provide a further list of suggestions should you wish to pursue any area.
Also, please remember that some reading might need to be studied in depth, but some can be scanned quickly. Sometimes you may wish to see what an article contains in order to decide whether you wish to read it in more detail later. You will get used to this, and in future modules you will understand more fully how to manage your time – indeed time-management is one of the first lessons of the MA.
If you feel that you have to much reading, consult your tutor!
Lastly, please remember that lecturer’s notes (Nick has posted notes for most weeks) cannot be quoted in your work. However, we do intend that the sources we use can and should be pursued.
Using Additional Resources
1.Websites: more and more material is being posted online and we encourage you to make full use of it. Always remember, though, the different between
i.web material which is expressing the authors’ opinions (which is good primary source material – evidence which you can use in an essay)
and
ii.academic and scholarly material which either gives authoritative information, or theories and discussions which are the result of academic research and discussion.
When you use web sites make sure that you familiarise yourself with the correct way to cite a web site in your essays.
2. JSTOR and ATHENS
Make full use of your ATHENS account, especially JSTOR, and get used to automatically performing a search for various keywords.
3.Google Books
Google Books is an excellent resource. Extracts from most books are included and it is often possible to find important passages by doing a simple search.
4. Google Scholar
Also an important source – a search for keywords often produces useful material.
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