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Academic skills refer to the key elements that enable students to enhance their learning results and receive a deeper understanding of the subject matter in order to achieve success. Adopting and practising a variety of academic skills enables students to enhance their learning capacity and increase their efficiency. Academic writing and referencing are two essential skills that are beneficial in comprehending and cultivating learning potential in order to acquire the capacity to comprehend lessons thoroughly and for an extended period of time. These represent a few of the main skills that will be addressed in the subsequent report. These two skills enable learners to enhance their performance and acquire the knowledge and comprehension necessary to achieve beneficial outcomes. Each academic skill serves to improve students' opportunities to achieve their objectives by strengthening their limitations and abilities.
[bookmark: _Toc148200122]Academic Writing Skills
[bookmark: _Toc101483866]Regular self-evaluation and reflection by university students regarding their writing skills is crucial for the enhancement of their writing proficiency, given its critical nature. This is because, as stated by Cottrell (2019), university students must possess writing skills that are paramount. It is this aim that each student should strive to achieve. To ensure that writing has a substantial influence on academic achievement, strict adherence to standard grammar and punctuation rules is essential. Academic writing is distinguished by its emphasis on evidence-based reasoning, formality, organisation, and objectivity. 
Learning to locate credible data or information is facilitated by research skills, which enable students to comprehend lessons by establishing the significance of information gathering and devising solutions. (Hendriarto et al., 2021) Acquiring this ability empowers students to collect reliable data, which is essential for improving the calibre of their projects and furnishing comprehensive insights. This skill enables students to obtain precise information regarding the courses, thereby facilitating proficient performance and dispelling uncertainties. Possessing research abilities enables them to locate information from a variety of sources, from which they may obtain accurate data and, consequently, develop a solid comprehension of the teachings. Proficient research abilities enable students to compose scholarly articles that contain comprehensive data derived from credible sources, thereby imparting valuable knowledge to the audience. It is imperative that the scholar cultivate these abilities, which enable them to enhance their writing prowess and generate high-quality assignments that yield favourable results. This ability enables students to obtain valid information regarding the subject matter or any lessons from a variety of sources and to gain a variety of perspectives on the subject (Carberry et al., 2021). In addition to providing students with access to timely academic assessment information and valuable information regarding lessons, research skills enhance their capacity to learn and complete assignments in a timely manner. Developing research skills entails locating and utilising a variety of credible or authoritative sources in order to gain an understanding of the subject matter and to collect key terms or fundamental concepts pertinent to the lessons.  It will assist students in receiving the proper direction and managing their project-making activities, as well as in developing a profound understanding that clarifies to the reader the primary purpose of those reports.
[bookmark: _Toc148200123]Analysis of skill: Referencing
[bookmark: _Hlk148251973][bookmark: _Hlk148251594]Referencing sources plays a role, in writing not only to meet administrative requirements but also to acknowledge the original authors and sources used during research. It serves as a reminder of the intricate investigation conducted on a topic. To ensure that you give credit to the writers who have contributed to your work, referencing is a crucial component of academic writing as it enables readers to trace the origins of your ideas. Additionally, referencing ensures that credit is given where credit is due, a requirement of many academic institutions.  Furthermore, the majority of educational institutions mandate that you give credit where credit is due; therefore, appropriate citation practises ensure that this is the case (Saunders, 2016). The process of referring, which begins with the identification of reliable sources and progresses through the delicate processes of paraphrasing, in-text citation, and adherence to certain standards, is critical in academic circles. The reference process begins with the selection of credible sources and progresses through the sophisticated stages of paraphrasing, in-text citation, and adherence to specified criteria.  Afterward it is essential to paraphrase the content appropriately while retaining its essence without duplicating it. Including in text citations that provide context for the source enhances this aspect. Additionally adhering to referencing guidelines, which can differ across institutions and disciplines holds utmost importance. In addition, while if referring conventions like the UWTSD Harvard Convention are formed in order to promote clarity, the proliferation of these standards across several professions might be confusing to individuals who are new to a discipline.  Neglecting these rules or failing to include citations can have consequences, on the credibility and reputation of ones work (McMillan, 2012).
[bookmark: _Hlk148252036][bookmark: _Hlk148251607] Because of its versatility, the use of references allows for statements to be checked for accuracy and demonstrates that significant study was carried out. However, in certain academic environments, students may view it more as a boring and mandatory procedure rather than an ethical practise oriented on the enjoyment of intellectual accomplishments (Rashid et al., 2019). In addition, despite the fact that reference does, in fact, encourage respect for intellectual property, the enormous range of citing strategies across disciplines has the potential to make the lives of students more difficult rather than easier. Secondly they showcase the thoroughness of their research and the meticulousness with which they explored perspectives indicating an examination of multiple viewpoints. Thirdly it highlights the diligence exercised in scrutinizing perspectives. Additionally when students appropriately cite their sources they are less likely to engage in practices, within the classroom. Examples  where individuals failed to provide relevant citations have resulted in severe consequences that are well documented. Academic misconduct is broadly defined as these lapses in attention regardless of whether or not there was intent on behalf of the student (Rielly, 2015).    
The harsh consequences that students have to face as a result of missing correct citations, which is regarded as academic misconduct, is a noteworthy example that highlights the need of referring.  While cheating in the classroom is never acceptable, it is essential to find a middle ground between rigorous punishment and the promotion of an atmosphere in which students may grow from their errors.

[bookmark: _Toc147607331][bookmark: _Toc148200124]Conclusion
When it comes to academic communication, the abilities of academic writing and correct
referencing are not only rituals; rather, they are fundamental components. These skills play essential
roles in establishing the validity of research endeavours, bolstering the legitimacy of such
endeavours, and cultivating an atmosphere of mutual respect within the academic community.
Those who aim to be academically successful must undoubtedly be skilled in all of these traits in
order to be successful.
Throughout their time in school, students should make it a priority to work actively on developing
their academic writing abilities as well as their reference-checking abilities. The cultivation of these
talents will not only result in greater academic achievement, but will also contribute to the
development of a deeper comprehension of the topics studied, higher levels of critical thinking, and
more ethical research practises. Educational institutions may be of additional assistance to students
in this endeavour by providing them with materials and advice on these core abilities. This will
ensure that every student has the tools they need to be successful in their academic endeavours.
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