My personal essay 
My name is Gwen Haf Jones and I am 18 years old. During this assessment I shall be discussing a range of things such as my education, what I wish for myself in the future, and things I believe make me me including my hobbies and beliefs and university for not just myself but also for others. 
From the ages 11-18 I attended St Johns Baptist High School in Aberdare. At A-levels I achieved the grades B, B, C in English literature, Welsh Baccalaureate and Criminology despite many adversities I had to overcome. 
Currently I am studying an undergraduate degree in Criminology and criminal justice at the University of Wales Trinity St Davids. Until I began my A-Levels I was not quite sure what I wanted to do as I got older nor what I wished to study at university, while I always knew that university was the correct path for me, however in year 12 I began studying criminology and instantly fell in love with the subject. It was one of the first subjects in school that I became excited to go into each lesson and carried that interest into my own life outside of my education, gaining interests in true crime books and documentaries and a desire for the understanding of why people do what they do. 
When I think of my values and beliefs, the first thing that comes to mind is that I have always deemed myself as a person who believes in equality for all. This in itself is a vastly broad statement, however I truly believe that despite a person's past, their upbringing or identity, there should never be a reason to discriminate. This in itself is why I am inclined to study what I do and aspire towards a career in the criminal justice field. 
After my degree I hope to pursue a career of a probation officer where I may offer guidance and assistance to people in my community who have a criminal conviction into moving forward in their lives with things such as housing and employment with hopes of reducing recidivism rates. (Service.gov.uk, 2019) Alternatively, a career of a Criminal justice recovery worker, where I may work alongside those with issues such as drug dependencies and adverse experiences, applying safeguarding and promoting recovery. (Working Herts, 2025)
In the UK we have a wide range of opportunities for the 18 years olds and above in both employment and education, many choose to go into university due to the career they wish to go into requires a full education, such as a career in medicine, however many people go through an alternative route in apprenticeships which are appropriate for things such as tradework like carpentry or bricklaying. Currently in the UK, the entry rate for 18 year olds going to university is at 32% (UCAS, 2025), this demonstrates that while university is beneficial, especially for me, it is not always necessary.
Beyond future job prospects and the education involved in university, The appeal for the student experience is a key reason why many of my generation go into university, for me personally, university has helped me gain confidence in meeting new people and venturing outside of my comfort zone while gaining independence and life experiences that i shall carry with myself through my life. 
Outside of university two of my favourite things to do are travel and attend concerts. Firstly, In the past three years alone I have visited Italy, Austria, Latvia, Greece and Canada and am travelling to Morocco for Christmas. This has enriched my life in so many ways and I believe because of all the cultures and traditions I have immersed myself in I have a greater understanding of life and the world, whilst also being grateful for every moment. Secondly, I have a great appreciation for music of all different genres and seeing an artist live for me is like a cathartic experience.
My hobbies mainly consist of cooking. I have been cooking since before I can remember as my parents believed it to be such an important life skill. While I was living at home before university, the highlight of my day was cooking for my family. I shared this love of cooking with my brother and together we have set challenges to try and cook from cuisines all around the world such as Korea, Nigeria, Trinidad and many more. 
Achievements wise, In my youth I had a vast interest in acting from the ages 5-13 i was a part of stagecoach musical theatre group where for years I performed in a vast majority of plays and musicals. With this interest I participated in LAMDA examinations (London Academy of music and dramatic arts). Notably, I attained a distinction in my grade 5 exam. 
In conclusion, everything that I have mentioned has shaped me into the person that I am today. between my education, interests, and values, even the hardships in my life have incited all of my ambitions and my identity for the better. Gaining skills such as confidence, resilience and independence, that I can take with me into both my degree and my future career.
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