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school?
college?

university

The institution we stand in today is a product of the 
biggest democratisation of the Arts in British history 
(1850-1900).

Until this time, ‘Art’ in Britain was a pastime of the 
wealthy. There was a right way, and a wrong way 
to do things. 

Following the Great Exhibition of 1851 - it was clear 
that Britain was falling behind in manufacturing  
due to a lack of enginuity. Enter, the Art College. 

→

→

→

What’s an Art College?

The History Bit





INDUSTRY - One of a number of 

Government funded schools built to 

provide training in ‘practical art’ with 

a focus on industrial employment. 

SCIENCE - As part of a national effort 

to improve the quality of British goods 

in the 19th Century, there was large 

investment in both Science and Art.

SWANSEA
COLLEGE OF ART

Industry
To provide training in 
‘practical art’ with a focus 
on industrial employment. Science

‘Science’ and Art were 
taught hand in hand. 

Literature
The building was also home 
to a huge research library.

Art
Creative problem solving 
as a way to improve 
exportable goods.  

Swansea College of Art







Learning Creativity

Early education works on a 
‘do the thing’ and ‘get a reward 
for the thing’ system. 

We are measured through 
examination - by getting the right 
answer or demonstrating the 
expected skill.

The learner moves from simply 
following instructions towards 
making decisions. 

This is about training the 
learner to become a producer 
of questions, not merely a 
recipient of answers.

The learner develops the 
technical, practical and 
collaborative abilities needed to 
work in a professional setting.

The subject is no longer a 
separation from who you are. 
You live it. 

Learning 
to perform

Learning 
to explore

Learning 
to practice

The Big Shift



The Task	 You have a stack of paper, and a pencil.  Draw the paper. 



Creative Problem Solving

The initial reaction is most commonly: 
it’s for drawing on, right?

Creativity is about problem solving. 
The exercise challenges you to move past thinking of the paper only 
as a drawing surface, to explore how changing its form can lead to an 
interesting subject for drawing. There is a process here.

You could:

Crumple it up

Fold it in to a paper plane 

Tear it to shreads

Make a box

Make a cone

Stack them up...

The possibilities are endless. You are testing things out.
Art College is about fearless investigation.

→
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The Bauhaus 
Art College Model

Art, and ‘practical art’ (which we know as design) were 
taught side by side. This connectivity was pioneered 
by German Art College, The Bauhaus. 

Students at the Bauhaus were timetabled to be in a 
life drawing room one minute, and in metalwork the 
next. This was also interspersed with meditation, 
debating and performance. 

This rounded idea of a ‘creative education’ had a huge 
impact on society between the wars, and a lasting 
impact on design as we know it today. 

→

→

→

Lazlo Moholy-Nagy Watch Bauhaus Rules with Vic Reeves: { https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BR29VYj95u0 }



Write a manifesto of 8 
short statements regarding 
your beliefs, principles, and 
design practice.





Corita Kent
There should be new rules next week

Pull everything out 
of your teacher. Pull 
everything out of 
your fellow students.

Nothing is a mistake. 
There’s no win and no 
fail. There’s only make.

If you work it will lead 
to something. 

Always be around.



Be In The Room 
& Get Obsessed.



“Don’t just learn your subject... live it. “ Osi Rhys Osmond



Convenience
is the enemy.



The path of least 
resistance leads to 
mediocrity. 

Does knowing how to use the tools make you a good
graphic designer? What else is there to a designer? 
Whats the greater worth? 

If you can achieve something ‘easily’ or ‘quickly’ there 
is always a question mark. Have I fully thought this 
through? Is there a better way to do this?

Graphic Design is a three year course - but you will 
learn something new every day for your whole career. 
If you’re not, then there’s something wrong. 

→



AI’s response to the 
‘draw this paper’ task.



Learn the Art of 
Milling Around.



The Studio
A Melting Pot

Ownership of a space is of huge importance to creatives
Not only are they spaces to work in, they are places to 
come together - ‘work’ and ‘social’ don’t have to be seen 
as two separate processes. 

Consider how your best ideas have come to you. 
What happened to spark your last good idea?

Consider what you can learn from eachother during 
your time here. 

Conversations which spark ideas for projects, shared 
experiences which lead to collaboration, and support to 
discuss ideas as they form.

→





Go to Everything.



Community





Studio visits 
in London

Design Week Opportunities Confidence Builders Oversees Trips

Ideas are very 
often collaborative

China 
Exchange

Internships



‘New’ is only 
achieved through 
risk-taking.



Mary Quant
London in the late 1950s and 1960s.

Fashion increasingly treated young people as 
trendsetters in their own right, rather than simply 
offering them scaled-down versions of adult clothing.

Vivienne Westwood, Malcolm McLaren 
& Jamie Reid Punk Scene late 70s. 

King’s Road shop sold radical clothing, while the Sex 
Pistols and Reid’s artwork carried the aesthetic into 
music, newspapers and youth culture.

New Romantics. The Blitz club. 
Boy George early 80s.

Dressing up became a creative performance. 
Young people could invent a persona rather than 
simply buy into an established fashion category.

Youth Culture



How the blummin eck 
does this happen?!

Fiat's "No More Grey" campaign

The color recession is a long-
term cultural and market shift 
where vibrant colors in consumer 
products, architecture, and design 
are steadily being replaced by 
neutral palettes of gray, white, 
beige, and black.

Not just taking whats offered. 
Go looking.

Domestic Colour



Rag Week Parade



Be a Magpie 
to fully understand 
what’s come before.



Collecting



Jamie Reid’s 1977 Album Cover Mcdonalds 2015 Campaign

Dig to understand the 
references in things.



Bob Dylan
Subterranean Homesick Blues
1965

Love Actually
Tell them its carol singers
2003

Brexit Campaign
Conservative Party
2019

Other people will have a 
different take to you.



There’s only 12 f***ing notes
Noel Gallagher



Draw Connections 
in Everything.







Draw More Paper.



( Or make 
more trumpets? )



Consider what your own 
manifesto might look like.

Task 2 – Manifesto Writing
What Do You Stand For?

Designers are often defined 
by the ideas and values 
that guide their work.

Write a personal manifesto consisting of eight 
short statements that communicate your beliefs, 
principles and approach to design.




