Illustrated Zine Evaluation – Jacob Levi Winter

In preparation for creating this zine I looked through my collection of music magazines which I’ve collected over the years, including Dork, Gigwise, NME, and others. There were two in particular that I took inspiration from – So Young Magazine and REPEAT Fanzine. So Young, based in London, describes itself as “a creative platform fuelled by the vibrant and underreported creative scenes within alternative music and the visual arts.” while REPEAT is the collaborative creation of Swansea-based Richard Rose.
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Fig.1: Zine Collection
I wanted to print the zine solely in black and white, in homage to punk zines of the past such as Sniffin’ Glue. Also, I feel that this gives the zine a more coherent look, one that I am trying to be consistent with for future issues.
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Fig.2: Sniffin’ Glue 6-12.

The zine features interviews with three local bands, alongside live photographs contributed by several photographers. I’d previously published the first issue of the zine which featured a gig review, a musician interview, gig photos, writings & recommendations of albums and film. I wanted to try and tackle less with this new issue to make it more distinctive, and to make the creation process simpler, as it was just myself creating it. Additionally, the first zine was only made available online and not in print. It was important for this issue to be printed as digital information can be easily ignored, whereas something physical has a relationship with & impact on its reader.
[image: Text, whiteboard

Description automatically generated]
Fig.3: Gig Poster.
I decided to put on a gig to launch this issue of the zine, having one of the bands featured to headline it. This meant that fans of the band could purchase a copy of the zine at the gig. I also created a limited amount of badges for the band which were sold alongside the zine. In preparation for the gig, I made posts on social media (Instagram, Facebook, Twitter) under the zine’s account to publicise the gig and the zine.
[image: Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated]
Fig.4: Facebook Post.
I created 20 editions of the zine for the gig, which were risograph printed and then self-assembled. I chose to risograph print due to the ability to create multiple copies easily. Likewise, I was drawn to this printing process due to its tendencies to create prints that are unique to one another. I believe that little misprints and fluctuations in tone and contrast can add character to a print, which was appropriate for what I was trying to achieve (a limited run of hand-assembled zines).
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Fig.5: Assembly process.
 The pages were cut in sets of five (any more would have been too many for the guillotine) and then put in the correct order. The pages were then folded and stapled. While I found this process to be rewarding, if I were to print a larger run of copies in future, I would consider paying for the zines to be printed externally (i.e. by a printing company specialising in risograph printing). 
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Fig.6: Assembly process 2.
The creation of the zine itself was methodical, taking about two weeks in total. I started with writing up the interviews (which I had audio-recorded a few months prior on my phone). I condensed and refined the transcripts before putting the text into Adobe InDesign, where I formatted the zine. Here, I experimented with layout & imagery, much of which was kindly contributed by photographers I had reached out to via the bands. Some of my own photos also appear throughout the zine. I played with digitally cutting & pasting images to create graphics of the musicians, similar to the collages found in So Young Magazine.
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Fig.7: Assembly process 3.
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