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Identify a business involved in outdoor activity and placed within the welsh landscape


[bookmark: _Hlk25908691]I have identified the Stackpole Outdoor Learning Centre as a business involved in outdoor activity in Wales. This centre located in South Pembrokeshire is part of The National Trust and has been running since 1985. The location is appropriate as there is a mix of landscapes to take part in outdoor adventure activities, such as the coast, the beaches, mountains and woodland. This organisation is appropriate as it’s an environmental centre that uses traditional outdoor education with underpinnings of environmentally friendly actions. In this essay I will discuss what legislations, rules and guidelines the centre must abide by in order that the public can use its land and the areas surrounding its land safely and effectively. I will undercover how Stackpole is used and if being a part of the national trust has helped or hindered it as an outdoor business. I will also consider the effects of this centre being placed in Wales and its focus within the culture and heritage of this country. 

The Stackpole Outdoor Learning Centre has connections with The Pembrokeshire Outdoor Charter Group and Natural Resources Wales. As the centre runs over 2000 acres of land it varies from location to location on what guidelines the centre must follow in terms of what outdoor adventure activities they offer. The Adventure Activities Licensing Authority (AALA) came into existence in 1996. The purpose of this licensing is to ensure that outdoor adventure activity providers follow good safety management practices. These should allow children to “experience exciting and stimulating activities outdoors without being exposed to avoidable risks of death or disabling injury” (Hse.gov.uk, 2019). The Outdoor Charter Group is an advocate for a sustainable use of Pembrokeshire’s landscapes for recreational and leisure activities. Its purpose is to ensure that adventurous activities do not negatively impact on Pembrokeshire’s coastline, local communities and the wide variety of wildlife that live there. The Outdoor Charter Group works through asking outdoor organisations to operate to an established standard which focus on protecting the natural environment, operating safely, showing consideration for local communities, reducing wider environmental impact and sharing with others and attend training to develop and share their best practice methods (Pembrokeshireoutdoors.org.uk, 2019). Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is a Welsh Government Sponsored Body. National Resources Wales aim is to “get the most out of the environment for the future” protecting and ensuring the best quality of national resources (Naturalresources.wales, 2019). In 1995 The Environmental Act came in legislation and revised the original legislation and set two statutory purposes for National Parks. To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and another was to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of national parks by the public. When national parks carry out these purposes, they also have the duty to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the national parks. This gives NRW a new purpose to pursue sustainable management while also contributing to the well-being goals (Naturalresources.wales, 2019). Wellbeing future generation act Wales 2015 aim is improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. It will make public bodies work with people and communities and each other proactively, in the long-term and with an integrated approach. This act has put seven well-being goals in place. A prosperous Wales, Resilient Wales, a healthier Wales, a more equal Wales, a Wales of cohesive communities, a Wales of vibrant cultural and thriving welsh language and a globally responsible Wales. This act is to ensure that we think effectively about what we are costing ourselves in the long term. As this centre is owned by the National Trust the public are free to use and walk on that land unless signs have noted otherwise. There are two ways to access the countryside, public rights of way and right to roam. Public rights of way are public roads, pavements, footpaths and bridleways that the public have a legal right under highway law to pass and re-pass. These paths can be found in towns, villages, countryside’s and some may be surfaced through private land.  The right to roam applies on ‘open access land’ or ‘access land’ including mountains, moors, heaths, downs and common land. If neither of these apply, you may still be able to access private land if the landowner has given permission (‘permissive access’) or there’s a local tradition of access. “Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) you can access over 4 million acres of uncultivated land in England and Wales without being restricted to paths” (Harvey, 2019). As a member of the public that uses land for outdoor adventures activities, I know that people often worry about trespassing, but you are not trespassing the land until you are treating the land badly. Technically the Queen still owns all 60 million acres of the UK, but the land is effectively owned by “free holders”. The public sector only owns 8.5% of the land in the UK. In comparison with the 17% of land that is unaccounted for and could be used the by the public. Although we are allowed on areas of right to roam there are still rules that are put in place to ensure we use it correctly. The public can use access land for walking, running, watching wildlife and climbing. There are also certain activities you cannot usually take part in on open land this includes horse-riding, cycling, camping, taking animals other than dogs, driving a vehicle (except mobility scooters and power wheelchairs) and taking part in any water sport. On the other hand, you can access land for horse-riding and cycling if the landowner allows it, public bridleways or byways cross the land as horse riders and cyclists can ride along these and if there are local traditions, or rights of access (Harvey, 2019). Another set of rules that outdoor practitioners must keep in mind and take the time to educate their participants about would be the countryside code. This code provides guidelines for responsible behaviours for people using access land. This is not a law, but by breaking the guidelines you may be breaking other civil or criminal laws. The code has five main points which are “be safe, plan and follow any signs using maps and guidebooks, leave gates and property as you find them, protect plants and animals and take your litter home, keep dogs under close control and consider other people” (Google.co.uk, 2019).

As the business I have identified is part of The National Trust they have to buy most of their cooking ingredients in big bulks from certain companies which the centre itself does not agree with. Despite this being the agreement with The National Trust, the centre try and support their community by shopping as locally as they can for other ingredients. Another National Trust agreement the centre does not favour would be the mini buss arrangement as it has given no consideration towards the environmental effect it is causing. The National Trust undertakes business with a minibus company that are based two hours away from Pembrokeshire instead of a company that is based twenty minutes away from the centre. Therefore, the centres connection to The National Trust prevents the growth of better sustainable and environmental choices being made. This centre hosts many school residential visits, sleeping 150 pupils. This is one of the main sources of income for this organisation costing £240 for a week at the centre.  Residential experiences provide opportunities for young people to live away from home, undertake activities in the company of their peers and often feature prominently in high quality outdoor learning. At Stackpole there is a clear understanding that although they offer outdoor adventure education sessions to their school groups which may include walking, biking, kayaking and coasteering that the wider narrative is based around conservation and sustainability (Moore, 2019). They carry out this by making sure conservation projects are imbedded thought the week of the school’s visit. This is achieved through adding a beach clean at the end of their stay into every groups timetable. “By creating an empathy and an ethic of care towards the natural environment, outdoor learning can make a clear and significant contribution towards fostering positive sustainable behaviours and attitudes in young people.” (Anon, 2018). The outcome of this can be eye-opening for the pupils as they realise throughout the week the difference in the area, more rubbish, plastic and items that have been blown over. The children taking part in a beach clean it’s making them appreciate and have more understanding of what the effects of litter and waste can do to a beautiful area. The school children that attend this centre will also achieve the John Muir Award by writing a diary log of what they did that week and most impotently how they contributed to helping the environment. Another learning outcome the pupils will discover is how much food they waste. After each meal they collect the leftover food and empty it onto a weighing scales to see how much their waste weighs and what they could do to change this, for example choosing food they like, not choosing a high quantity of food and so on. The centre is equipped with light sensors in every room that come on and off when you leave the bedrooms (Moore, 2019). This is beneficial to helping sustainability by not wasting any electricity when it’s not needed in the centre. This organisation is also run off a biomass heating system saving the centre economically but not environmentally. As beneficial as the biomass heaters are, I don’t think I would personally recommend them to other outdoor centres as there would be a dramatic effect in the loss of trees and woodland areas. The Stackpole outdoor learning centre was remodelled in 2011, this cost the national trust £1.8 million to build a more sustainably and environmentally friendly run building while incorporating outdoor adventure activities on site (Moore, 2019). There are endless benefits of young people taking part in outdoor adventure activities. Through children taking part in a new and exciting activity they are developing their personal confidence and character through taking on challenges and achieving successful goals. The outcome of this could have a positive effect on their attitude to learning and academic work. The indicators of this are factors such as development of resilience through perseverance where before they felt they could not succeed. Through outdoor activities children can recognise how they can modify their behaviour to overcome future challenges both in the outdoors and their everyday lives through developing a ‘can-do’ attitude. This also allows children to feel they can make a positive contribution to the success of their group, school or club. If a child feels a sense of accomplishment working better as a team or group, they could then go on to play team games for their school and further develop their physical literacy skills. 

Stackpole’s attitude towards the Welsh heritage and culture is mediocre. The outdoor sessions at this centre claim to be delivered bilingually, although 90% of those sessions are taught in English. Despite this being the case, they also speak more welsh to the English groups that attend the centre, expanding their knowledge of our national language (Moore, 2019). This notion of teaching more of the welsh language to English children than welsh children that visit the centre is rather odd. Surly if you can use the language you would do so with children who speak the language therefore this could be a chance for the staff members at Stackpole to broaden their own knowledge of the language. I also noticed that the sings were all written bilingually. The centre has a low staff turnover. This improves the centre’s sense of place, by maintaining the same staff over a long period of time this allows them to know the area, perhaps they grew up there, would know the history of their surroundings, meaning they have better knowledge to tell school groups and other visitors. Most of the staff at Stackpole live locally from Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire and Freshwater West. There is a relationship between the people involved, the activities undertaken and the place where the learning happens require thought and consideration to maximise the learning opportunities and to meet the needs and aspirations of learners. Mullins and Dettmer’s definition of the sense of place is that “Humans bring to places a whole set of cultural preconceptions and it is these that shape the way we respond to the place, and allow us to reshape the place to fit those preconceptions” (Mullins and Dettmer, 2019). The place in which people learn also helps them to make connections between their experiences and the world around them in a meaningful context. Outdoor places provide a diversity of resources and spaces that is hard to replicate in an indoor environment. Aspects commonly associated with the concept Sense of Place are Place attachment, In sidedness, Topophilia and Community sentiment. The Stackpole outdoor centre could improve its aspects of sense of place by focusing on Topophilia. This is a strong sense of place, which often becomes mixed with the sense of cultural identity among certain people and a love of certain aspects of such a place (Mullins and Dettmer, 2019).  Transformative learning is split into three components. The knowledge about the environment ‘Head’. Developing skills through going out in the environment ‘Hands’. This creates the caring attitudes needed for then environment ‘Heart’ (Higgins and Nicol, n.d.). The combination of transformative learning and education for sustainability is a natural partnership as sustainability and transformative learning requires a change in perception, a change in values and active engagement (Singleton, 2015). The importance of learning outdoors is becoming significantly high as climate change and global warming factors are increasing.” In 2018 there were 58,083 wildfires, compared with 71,499 wildfires in 2017, according to the NIFC. About 8.8 million acres were burned in 2018, compared with 10 million in 2017.” (Iii.org, 2019). Nature and the outdoors is positioned as an empty site for context-free personal development, therefore we need to protect it and continue to educate the younger generations on the importance of outdoor centres, sustainability and generally using the outdoors more in our everyday lives and not just one week on a residential school trip. (Mullins and Dettmer, 2019).

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the business I have identified, the Stackpole Outdoor Learning Centre has contributed to the local economy through hiring local people who have worked there for years, ordering different supplies from the local towns surrounding Stackpole and also supplying a venue for a range of occasions such as weddings, conferences, educational group talks and weekends bringing new people to the area, increasing tourism for Pembrokeshire. Stackpole’s attitude towards conservation and sustainability is incredible in my opinion. This is because they try and incorporate conservation and sustainability into everything they do, from eating and bringing to light the issues with food waste, making young children value and respect the outdoors and nature from participating in beach cleans and getting the school groups to bring their own bedding benefiting the centre in an economically way through the centre not having to buy 250 sets of bedding and washing it all. This is implying that the centre has a deep understanding of the importance of sustainability, conservation and educating the younger generations on topics that wouldn’t necessarily be discussing in schools or at home.  Stackpole Outdoor Learning Centre’s views on heritage and culture could be improved in my opinion as they do not value and focus on the welsh language as much as they value conservation and sustainability. The centre wouldn’t have to make big changes but small and effective changes. Therefore, they could create a deep link with sense of place through educating the school groups of the different meanings of place names around Stackpole and other locations the school children may visit at their residential there. They could also hire staff that speak welsh or introduce staff training courses for the staff that don’t speak or understand the language so then when the children come, they have more of an option what language they can speak, small and simple ways that have a big impact on the children’s learning and connections to the welsh language.
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