Legal Process
 
Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom’s constitution.
 
This assignment will include a discussion of how and why the UK constitution incorporates parliamentary sovereignty as key provision. A constitution is an important and frequently written document that sets out the fundamental laws, organisational structure, and responsibilities of government or other entity. 
The constitution is the supreme law of the land, establishing the rights and responsibilities of individuals, the authority and responsibilities of multiple levels of government and the overall structure for government.
 
 A constitution could either be written or unwritten, strong or weak and it can be built up into a single text or distributed over multiple documents. Unlike several countries, the United Kingdom does not have a single or written constitution. Rather, its constitution originated from a variety of written and unwritten sources, this includes conventions, common laws, legislations, and authoritative text. 
 
The key concepts of the UK constitution have changed over time and are based on a variety of sources. According to A.V. Dicey, based on the idea of Parliamentary sovereignty, the laws of Parliament are final and cannot be rejected by other authorities. A.V. Dicey also mentioned the primary constitutional principle is the rule of law, which draws attention to the fact that everyone is subject to the law, including the government. Establishing that Parliament is the supreme legal power, and no other body can suspend its legislation. Parliamentary sovereignty is an essential principle of the constitution in the United Kingdom. 
This means that no other organisation including the judiciary has the power to argue against or change the decisions made by parliament when it comes to creating, changing, or abolishing any law. The British constitutional student A.V. Dicey is strongly linked to the idea of parliamentary sovereignty. Dicey expanded over the fundamental principle of parliamentary sovereignty in his major publication “introduction to the study of the law of the constitution” (1885). Parliamentary sovereignty is not an absolute power, even though it is a fundamental concept. Several limitations on parliamentary sovereignty have been imposed by the UK’s membership in the European Union and the Human Rights Act of 1998, which incorporated the European Convention of Human Rights into UK legislation. Furthermore, a type of shared sovereignty can be seen by the transfer of authority to the Northern Ireland Assembly, the Senedd (Welsh Parliament), and the Scottish parliament.
 
The Human Rights Act (1998) states that parliament gave the government and judiciary the authority to carry out laws, even though it is the final authority when it comes to the separation of powers. This suggests that despite the parliament’s supreme authority in approving laws, some would argue that this does not make parliament an essential part of the constitution given the government and the judiciary. Operating as the executive, they are still required to carry out and maintain the laws approved by the parliament. As a result, some people could think that all three parts of the UK constitution and the separation of powers are equally significant. Some people could also think that because of the Human Rights Act, the parliament could come under pressure to change some of the laws that it had passed since the court could claim them as ‘unsuitable’ or ‘politically insensitive’. The UK Parliament (2023) states that legislation cannot be abolished by the court. This means that the parliament has the authority to reject a courts request to change the law that is in influence if it appears to be
‘unsuitable’ or ‘politically insensitive’. Furthermore, the parliament has the authority to pass or modify any law, which suggests that if they decide to do so, they might even do everything alongside the Human Right Act. This is as a result due to the fact that the legislation is sovereign, no individual can object to laws that it establishes or withdraws.
 
According to the Scotland Act (1998), the UK Parliament granted some of its authority to regional or local government, including Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland in this case. In order to enable them to establish new laws and make decisions on specific legal matters. This is another factor that some people may believe has an impact on parliamentary sovereignty. The UK Parliament continues to be able to pass and carry out new laws in Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland. Nevertheless, without the consent of these devolved authorities, according to The Constitution Society (2022). Nobody can argue with the parliament; therefore, it is obvious that it is the highest authority when it comes to writing laws even in cases where they are written and then rejected. 
 
Some people might think that changes to the UK constitution Is needed. Devolution can be a useful tool for improving the constitution because it grants additional authority to regions like Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, which will benefit their citizens. Local Government Associated (2021) suggests that these nations would be able to make suggestions as well as choices that would benefit their citizens if they had more authority. This suggests the Scottish leadership, for example, have been given greater authority to voice disagreements with the parliament and affect newly drafted legislations, the people living there would have benefited from the non-political legislations. It is also important to keep in mind that this would decrease the supremacy of the parliament and make the UK constitution equal. As a result, when it comes to separation of powers, both judiciary and the executive would have greater power and the parliament would have less authority to pass, modify, and abolish legislations.
 
[bookmark: _Int_XItN8Yrs][bookmark: _Int_8ubl5wur][bookmark: _Int_AeDvKCdI]Within the UK constitution, parliamentary sovereignty is the most empowered and responsible. The UK Parliament (2023) states that the current parliament has the authority to modify, eliminate, and replace first laws that have been passed by previous parliaments. Additionally, present-day parliament has the authority to make the same adjustments to the current laws. However, as every new parliament becomes supreme and sovereign, the existing parliament would not be able to impose restrictions on future parliaments. It also suggests that since the current parliament will have the authority to do so, future parliaments will be permitted to change laws that it had created. The parliament abolished the Business Act (1985) since it was out of date and its purpose was to simplify the legal framework for business names. The Companies Act (2006) replaced this act later in the years. Since the parliament has replaced one legislation with another to serve the interest of the changing business community, it is clear that it is the body that creates laws. This suggests that the legislative branch may pass new laws and amend existing one; however, it is not allowed to pass laws that another legislature would be unable to change.
 
[bookmark: _Int_v9Vcl9GM][bookmark: _Int_ny75fUa4][bookmark: _Int_ule6F2f6]In conclusion, the most significant aspect of the UK constitution is and always been parliamentary sovereignty. With everything considered, the most important aspect of the constitution is the parliament, who hold the greater authority and may create, amend, and repeal any piece of legislation. Since parliament is untouchable, it has the authority to pass new laws without seeking permission from other governments, even in cases of devolution. Therefore, its apparent that the parliament is supreme and the most significant. 
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