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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, provides the legislative framework for safeguarding adults and children in Wales. Throughout the Act there is a code for each part, excluding Part 7 which links to safeguarding particularly. Safeguarding conditions under the Act are set out in the statutory guidance ‘Working Together to Safeguard People’, this is the legislation that provides the structure for Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020). Throughout the procedures there is ‘pointers for practice’, whilst the procedures provide instruction on what to do, the pointers for practice offer material on how to complete the task. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures regulate practice between sectors and agencies throughout Wales. The purpose of the procedures is to direct safeguarding practice for everyone employed in private, statutory and third sector, in education, health, justice, police, social care and other services (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). There are six safeguarding boards across Wales, and these provide support within their areas, to ensure adults that have care and support needs are protected from abuse or neglect and to avoid adults at risk of becoming abused or neglected.  

An “adult at risk” is defined under Section 125 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 as an adult who is undergoing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs, and due to their needs is unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it (Welsh Government, 2018a). There are two key principles for effective safeguarding, a person-centred approach, to ensure effective safeguarding arrangements they must be centred on a strong understanding of the adults wishes and their personal outcomes, whilst also remembering that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility (Welsh Government, 2019). It is important for the adult to be empowered to make choices and have the opportunity to develop their own capacity to reply to them. Welsh Government (2019) inform how it is essential for an adult’s right to safety to be compared with other rights, such as rights to autonomy, liberty and a right to family life. To protect, respect and ensure human rights are fulfilled, Welsh Government has a legal obligation to act in a way which meets the Human Rights Act 1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights (Welsh Government, 2024). Adults who are at risk irrespective if they have mental capacity may not wish to have invasive help, which could be an individual brought to justice or an individual being barred from their home.  It is important to consider mental capacity when safeguarding adults, as the Mental Capacity Act 2005 is the legislation supporting practice in this area, and provides the statutory framework to encourage and protect vulnerable people who may be unable to make their own decisions (Community Care, 2017). There are other legislations which will provide framework when there are safeguarding concerns, which could include the Mental Health Act 1983, and the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) 2015 Act. In England, the legislation which lays out the legal framework for how local authorities and additional parts of the system must safeguard adults at risk of abuse or neglect is the Care Act 2014 (SCIE, 2018).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

In Wales the main legislation relating to safeguarding children is Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA), and the Children Act 1989. Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide the framework to safeguard individuals from abuse or neglect. Luke Clements (2021) advises how the Wales Safeguarding Procedures links to people at risk and supersedes the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and Wales Interim Policy for the Protection of Vulnerable adults from Abuse. Under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures there are two separate sections for children and adults. Under Section 126 of SSWBA, Social Services has the principle role in making enquiries around cases of abuse or neglect to an adult is at risk. Duty to report a child at risk occurs under Section 130 of SSWBA, once a child has been informed under Section 130 of the SSWBA, the local authority has to study if there are details for holding an investigation under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 (Welsh Government, 2018b).  The majority of the CA 1989 applies to England and Wales (NSPCC, 2024). 

Adults, including adults at risk, have the right to make decisions which not everyone may agree with and these are called “unwise decisions”, which can include the choice not to protect themselves. Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) we have to assume a person has the capacity to make a decision themselves, unless it’s evidenced otherwise. The MCA 2005 applies to people aged 16 or over. Gillick Competency and Fraser guidelines support people who work with children to assess the need to listen to children’s wishes with the obligation to ensure their safety (NSPCC, 2022). Whilst all safeguarding children must be addressed under part 7, under adults there is a different set of criteria which may lead to situations where an adult may not consent to a safeguarding enquiry. For adults there are no equivalents of the care orders that can be used to protect children, but in adults there are Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO’s), where the aim is to empower the adults at risk to voice their views individually. The order is planned to permit an authorised officer from the local authority to decide whether the person is making decisions freely, permit the authorised officer to appropriately assess if the person is an adult at risk, and to decide what action to take if any under s.126 (2) SSWBA (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020). 

Welsh Government are the first government to merge children’s and adults safeguarding, indicating Wales as the only part of the UK that offers prepared safeguarding guidelines for children and adults at risk (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020). 
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