One of the modules in our first year is called Theatre laboratory. In this lesson we come together every Wednesday for a lesson taught by David George Harrington, this lesson consists of us as a class learning group repertoire that we may or may not have heard of, which DGH has previously prepared and brought to the lesson. He also makes sure that the songs fit into the genre of musical theatre that we are learning that term. The first term was Kander and Ebb and pre 1960s and the second term we were looking into Rock, Pop and Disney. After we have learnt all the repertoire, we would then put on a small class assessment performance which we could have family and friends come and see to support us and watch what we have been doing.

Term 1 was Kander and Ebb and pre 1960s music, this included songs from musicals such as: My fair lady, Chicago, Cabaret, Anything goes, etc. I decided I wanted to do some research into the type of music that we were studying because I think it’s important to understand its origin and who created it. John Kander and Fred Ebb also known as Kander and Ebb were an American Composer and Lyricist who wrote musicals such as: Chicago, Cabaret and New York, New York. Some of the people who were involved in famous musicals through the 1920s-1960s, or the Golden Age were: Rodgers and Hammerstein who wrote Oklahoma and My Fair Lady, Bob Fosse, Stephen Sondheim, etc.
This first term was mainly about all of us getting to know one another and the way that DGH works and what he expected of us as performers. At the start of the term, DGH explained that this is not going to be an easy journey as a lot of the songs he has chosen are very complex and they take extra work from us to get them where they should be. In this first session he tested all our general ranges on a scale and then allocated us all a singing part which he thought we fitted; I was placed in soprano which I was shocked about because I was told that I was an Alto throughout college. The first song we learnt was from a musical called Ragtime: Let them hear you, it’s a very powerful community song which meant that we all had to make sure that we were listening to one another and not singing over each other but instead singing as one. After this lesson he sent us the backing tracks with all the individual harmony parts so that we could go away and spend as much time as possible on these to get them perfect. The songs for this term that DGH chose were: Anything Goes Medley, Cell block tango, Coffee Break, Spider woman, Maybe this time/I don’t care much. Each of these songs I had never heard of before other than Cell block tango which I was excited about because I like having new songs to learn because it widens my knowledge. 
The first couple weeks of learning these songs I think we as a class struggled because a lot of the class had never focused on harmonies that difficult before, but I was excited to learn because I really enjoy learning and teaching myself new harmonies and I usually learn them very quickly. Anything Goes was the first song that we learnt as it is the hardest one and it needed the most time spent on it, we also got allocated solos in this song which we had to learn as well, I was fortunate enough to get one which was the line ‘Plymouth rock would land on them’ I was told to personalise it to me and sing it how I was to sing it instead of copying the backing track. The rest of the songs we learnt were easier compared to ‘Anything Goes’ as this was probably the most complex piece any of us have ever done. There was an opportunity for anyone to put themselves up for singing a solo therefore I decided that it was worth a try so I send the option of ‘Maybe this time’ from Cabaret as it is in my rep book of songs and fortunately, I got given the opportunity to sing it in the performance and I got given the opportunity to have it as a duet with Jona who wanted to sing ‘I don’t care much’ and DGH amazingly composed the two songs into a duet and changed the key slightly so that It suited both mine and Jonas voice’s perfectly. 
Term 2 was the same structure as the previous term except instead of doing pre 1960s music we changed to Pop/Rock and Disney which is such a fun rep to learn as we all knew all the songs before because a lot of us were fans of Disney and Pop/Rock. I did some research into some of the famous people that are involved in these types of styles of music and some musicals which fall under the categories, such as: We Will Rock You the musical, Frozen the musical, &Juliet the musical, Beauty and the Beast the musical, The Little Mermaid the musical, Rock of Ages the musical, etc. Most of these shows are what you call Jukebox musicals which means that they use the music from the film in order to create the story and show. For example, WWRY the musical is all of Queen’s songs but slightly altered to fit its estranged plot about the future, &Juliet has a load of pop songs such as: Confident, I want it that way, …Baby One More Time and Domino. All of these songs are used in order to steer the plot forward or to help show who the characters are. Some of the people who are involved in these musicals are people such are Alan Menken who was an American composer who is best known for his scores and songs for Walt Disney Studios, Lin Manuel Miranda, who has written many incredible musicals and songs for Disney such as Hamilton, Encanto and In the Heights. 
During this term the songs that were chosen were: Disney Princess Medley, Disney Villain Medley, I won’t say I’m in love, God Help the outcasts, No one but you, creep/reflection, Alone and seize the day. I was fortunate enough to be able to sing ‘No One but you’ with Lucy Jo which was is from We Will Rock You the musical. I found that this term was a lot easier than the last, I think it was because I had come into this term ready and prepared for what lied ahead. I think last term I knew exactly what DGH was expecting of us and as the term progressed, I learnt a lot about skills and ideas that I could take from him and apply to my own work like how to learn harmonies and how to make them stick instead of going back onto the tune. One of the major tips I learnt this month was that it’s better to sing out what I have learnt and be wrong than quietly sing what I know is right because if he can hear that we are singing wrong we can be easily corrected. I think the hardest song to learn this term was definitely the princess medley it was one of the most complex arrangements I have ever learnt but I’m so grateful that DGH believed in us enough to teach us that song because I have really learnt a lot about my own ability and how to learn songs like that which a couple months ago I could’ve never done.
In conclusion at the end of the terms, we did a performance in-front of our family and friends, term 1 was a very stressful show case the whole week we were learning choreography to go with the songs and staging them in quite a complex way however I think because the harmonies were not where they should’ve been everyone was more worried about what they were singing than the movements to go with them. One of skills we struggled with a a class this week was also the individual notes and dynamics which were written into the music, I know especially for me that I was a bit unsure wether to sing them or not because sometimes as a whole we would miss out on them and then I didn’t want to be the odd one out. One of my personal struggles this week was that my individual song ‘Maybe this time’  was taken up higher than the original key so I really struggled to get that perfect and strong as I was still working on my belt and breathing at that point.
In contrast term 2 went a lot cleaner and smoother and a lot of us didn’t feel worried about the performance because we were all very efficient this term and learnt what we had to and applied any dynamics to our work which we weren’t able to do in our first term, I also feel like the class came together as a community and we supported one another other and arranged extra sessions to learn harmonies and made to check with one another if what we were singing was correct. Overall, throughout this process I have learnt many valuable skills which I would’ve never learnt without this lesson and I am very grateful for this experience.
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