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Community Profile
Monkton, Pembroke, Pembrokeshire
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History of Monkton
Monkton is a village conjoining from the town of Pembroke, Pembrokeshire in west Wales. It is situated on the West of the town of Pembroke, on the southern shore of the Pembroke river. Monkton has always been a very tight-knit community. During the 1960s it was very independent from its conjoining town of Pembroke. This made the village a very special and proud place for the locals to be. It had all its own amenities, so the people of the community had no reason to travel to Pembroke or any other local town including the local fishing and dock town, Pembroke Dock. Which is only 2.5 miles away from Monkton. However, during the late 1960s, its heart was torn out when Pembroke Borough Council started a programme of modernisation for the village. Most of the old village’s traditional houses and cottages were bulldozed and then replaced with a modern council estate. Since then, some modern, private houses have been built in the area. However, the link of Monkton and council estates has been the same since the first one was built in the 60s. Having said that, Monkton is still a place with a lot of hidden history. And still has a very special place in a lot of the communities’ hearts.


Location of Monkton
[image: ]

In the latest Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) this area was ranked 80 out of 1,909 in Wales. Where 1 was the most deprived and 1,909 was the least deprived (Uklocalarea.com). The result of this comes from income, employment, health, education, barriers to services, housing, living environment and community safety. With this result only being 4% better than the other areas in Wales.
Monkton is a very deprived place to live and is known for being a very rundown place to live. The housing estates in the village is known for housing families which are under privileged or struggling with poverty or single- parent families.
Although Monkton is a little village which is struggling with poverty, its theme of a tight-knit and close community has always remained the same. As even now a lot of members of the same families live in village. A lot of locals are either related to or know of other very well. It is fair to say that the community feeling inside Monkton has not changed since the big boom of council housing during the 1960s. There are a few different facilities which keep this community close together including the award-winning community primary school and community run community centre, both will be explored further later on in this community profile.






Housing and Population in Monkton
According to the 2011 Census, there is a total population in Monkton of 1650 people. Made up of 770 males and 880 females. There is also 14 schoolchildren or students, aged 4 or over who are at their non-term time address living in Monkton. There are 0 people in Monkton who live in a communal establishment.
There are 736 housing spaces in Monkton in total. With will categories within all dwelling types being 735. There are then 734 unshared dwelling type houses in Monkton. According to this Census in 2011 there is also 1 shared dwelling of two household spaces, and there is 0 shared dwelling of three or more household spaces. In Monkton, the number of household spaces with one or more usual residents is 707. There are also 29 household spaces with no usual residents in the village.
In Monkton there is 105 detached whole houses or bungalows. With the number of semi-detached whole houses or bungalows being 215. There are also 293 terraced whole houses or bungalows in the village, including end of terraced houses. There are 70 flats or maisonettes or apartments in Monkton which have been purposely built for people to live in. There is also 5 flats or maisonettes or apartments in the village which are a part of a converted or shared house, including bed-sits. There are 4 flats or maisonettes or apartments that are in a commercial building. In Monkton, there are 44 caravans or other temporary structure of household.
In the village, there is 214 one person households, with 82 of these being one person households aged 65 or over. There are then 132 other one person households in Monkton. There are also 455 one family only household. With 37 of these being one family household aged 65 or over. There are then 167 one family only, married or same-sex civil partnership couple households. Staying with the one family only category, there is 74 married or same sex partnership households with no dependent children in Monkton. With the number of households in the same category, with dependent children being 72. There are then 21 households in the same family category, with all children being non-dependent
In total, there are 75 cohabiting households in Monkton. With 22 of these being without children, and 45 with dependent children. 8 of these cohabiting households have all children non-dependent. In Monkton, there are 176 lone parent households. With 133 of these having dependent children. The non- dependent number is 43.
There are 38 other household types in the village. With 17 of these having dependent children. 0 of these households have full time students living in them. Within this same category there is then 4 households that are aged 65 or over. There is then another 17 households which come under other within this category according to the 2011 Census.
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In 2018, the population of Monkton had researched 1690, which is the highest number it has researched on record. With 752 males and 938 females. There is also 481 young people aged 17 or less living in the village.
There is 1596 people in Monkton which the United Kingdom was their place of birth. 8 people living in Monkton were born in the Republic of Ireland. 14 were born in other EU countries. There was then 19 born in other non- EU countries. In Monkton there is 1,634 in the White British ethnicity. There is 8 in the Asian ethnicity, 1 in the Arab ethnicity, 5 in the mixed ethnicity group, and then 2 in the other ethnicity group. There are 847 Christians living in the village, 4 Muslims, 3 Hindus, 5 Buddhist’s, 7 other religions and then 581 with no religion.
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Schools in Monkton
The only school in Monkton is Monkton Priory Community School. On record, this has been the only school in the village. It is fair to say that this school is at the heart of the village’s community. It provides learning to children aged between two years old and sixteen years old.
In total, there is around 267 pupils in this primary school. Starting with the youngest members of the school, flying start which has 23 pupils. These children are only aged 2 and attend half day sessions in the school. The nursery part of the school has a total of 33 pupils, these children attend morning, afternoon and fulltime sessions at the school, aged between three and four. Moving on to reception age, aged between four and five, this class has 29 children who are all fulltime. Foundation phase in the school which includes year one and year two pupils has a total of 59 children. Key stage 2 pupils, which are year three, year four, year five and year six has a total of 99 pupils. This age range in the school forms the largest section of the school.
The Priory Project class, which forms one of the smallest sections of the school. Is one of the reasons why this school is so close to a lot of the members of the community in Monkton. This class is made up of 24 gypsy traveller children who for what ever reason do not attend mainstream school. Learning is provided to young people aged between eleven to sixteen.
This school has won many awards because of its hard work and continued support to both pupils and parents in the community, including awards from the Welsh Assembly Government. Many have said that the school provides an environment that is truly inclusive in an area which struggles with high deprivation. The school has worked with the community to raise its expectations throughout the years and supports parents in developing their skills. The school also provides home support which has had major impacts on pupils’ attitudes to education and resulted in a vibrant learning environment. The school’s belief is that education and well-being doesn’t just begin with the gates open, but it goes beyond to the community.
In total, there is 40 staff members in the primary school. However, there is more again including LSAs or other extra staff members. This school is also seen as special to the community as a lot of the staff employed at the school are from the village. Many of which have worked in the school for many years.
The school believes that their visions and values are at the core of everything that they do. They all underpin the teaching and learning. They also aim to provide an environment which prepares pupils to be happy and confident citizens.
This school also dates back to being in the village since 1889, which it was once known as Monkton Infant Victorian School. It is also known to be one of the only schools in the area which the school still stands on the original ground.
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Transport in Monkton
There is very little public transport in Monkton. The village only has two local bus services and does not have a train station. The closest train station is at Pembroke, which is over a mile away, and it also a 25-minute walk from Monkton. Local bus services number 348 allows the people of Monkton to get to Haverfordwest, which is known to be the capital town in the county of Pembrokeshire. This town is also the home of the counties only hospital, Withybush. This is an hourly service, with the one stop in Monkton being outside the local spar or post office. The second bus services which visits the village is service number 356, this service goes across the cleddau bridge to Milford Haven. This bus stops 7 times during the day at Monkton.
Overall, unless you have your own means of transport, you would struggle within the community of Monkton.  Furthermore, In the village you are travelling over a mile and a half to reach the closest large-scale supermarket e.g. Tesco or Asda. With the only stop in the village being a Spar shop, which is known for being a lot more expensive than the major supermarkets. This is a massive factor within a community which already has such a high rate of poverty.
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Employment rates in Monkton
There are very little employment opportunities. Mainly because there is nowhere within the village for people to work. There is a tyre garage, the local spar shop and the school. According to the 2011 census there are 649 people living in Monkton who are economically active. 176 of these are part time jobs and 275 of these full-time jobs. In total there are 470 people living in the village who are economically inactive. With 129 of these being on long-time sick from work or are disabled. 99 of these are also down as looking after home or family. 37 people living in Monkton are recorded as other underneath being economically inactive according to the census.
The closest job centre to the village is over 3 miles away in Pembroke Dock.
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Crimes in Monkton
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Crime Breakdown - Jan 2019-Dec 2013
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