


This assignment is based upon whether male and female offenders are treated differently within the Criminal Justice system in England and Wales, and if so, does this matter? 
If so, why should this matter and if not then why not?
Everyone should be treated the same, regarding their age, sex or what offence they are being charged with. The punishment should fit the crime regardless of gender, not the other way around.
In the 2019 right up to the year 2020, there was a big difference between males (63.4 %) and that of females (57.3 %) who were aware that the criminal justice system to be fair and to also be seen in previous years too. In this same year, 51.7% of most adults were aware that the criminal justice system was as still as effective, this did not differ significantly between the sexes.
Gender based discrimination within the criminal justice system can create many significant obstacles to achieve access to justify for all. This though can ten to affect women disproportionately, they would still face a lot of barriers to accessing any forms of justice, whether they are witness, victims, prisoners, or even alleged offenders.
It was stated in 1994 by Newburn and Stanks that the most significant fact on crime is that it is almost always the men that commit all of the crimes. The proportion of female offenders to male offenders varied in 2017. The population is fifty - fifty men and women, arrests about twenty per cent would be women. Thirty per cent of women were prosecuted, about the same for convictions of women and less than ten per cent of the prison population are women.
(Newburn 2007).
One feature of the landscape of criminology is that the majority of the crimes seem to be undertaken by boys and men. However, measured the system is, women are thought to be much less involved in offending. The quantity of women who have convictions tend to be lower at all ages than it would be for all males.
The Home Office used data from people born in 1953 and went on to state that by the age of forty – six, at least thirty – three per cent of males had one conviction which compared to nine per cent of all females. Fast forward five years, to females born in 1958, and the nine per cent of the women had gone on to receive a conviction by the age of forty, compared to the thirty – two per cent of men.
In their mid-forties at least one per cent of all females will have encountered a prison sentence, males were seven per cent. In the 1990’s, it was said to be found over half of men and nearly one third of women between fourteen and twenty – five acknowledged to committing one or more offences in their lives.
In the last quarter of a century consideration has been given to all different roles which are played by both men and women in the commission of crime. Most criminologists are to assume that crime is just a male dominated phenomenon, had also decided largely to ignore any crimes which had been committed by females. There have been many different explanations on any early neglect of women’s crimes. Most criminal statistics have shown women convicted of crimes to a far lesser extent than men. Most offences can be capable of being committed by both male and females, even women can be convicted of sexual offences like rape.
Early reports suggested that the statistics would not reveal the true and full extent of crimes committed by females. This was later made apparent by the narrowing of the gap as a large amount of petty offending had been reported. (Newburn 2007).
Males and females are known to be physically and mentally different so this could be logical to think that both sexes would be different when it comes down to crime. Men are known to be more physically active and aggressive than women. Females tend to have a much better skill in communication than males (women talk too much). Men would show any emotions through things like violence and aggression, whereas women are motherly and can keep their emotions under control. Women are only a small minority in our criminal justice system, about five per cent of these females would be held in custody and at least ten per cent of them are actually supervised out in the community. The types of crimes which are committed and also any of the routes or ways out of offending do tend to differ from males to females. (Newburn 2007).
The development of the female perspective was seen in the 1960s, with the feminist movement, which caused lots of academic disciplines to feel the impact of new sets of ideas and criticisms. Not until the 1970s did this impact get really felt within the criminological aspect of things.
Two examples of this can be seen in Klein (1973) and Smart (1976). They were to observe women who had been ignored in the discipline. Most of these studies were mainly based on men and boys. If a woman did appear, they were treated in very unsatisfactory ways, psychological and biological assumptions of a rather sexist and stereotypical nature.
Pollak (1961) was to argue that the deceitful nature of a woman can contribute to their crimes being underestimated at times. The most striking thing about crime rates is the way that they are measured, this is done in a way where you would see that men are to outnumber women in crime. Gender at the time had been given little thought to, even by the emerging radical criminology. Following this, several studies were seen to appear to fill in any deficiencies and gaps which had been identified. One of these studies which had been identified would come from Eaton (1996) and Edwards (1984). The example of this is: Are women offenders treated more harshly or more leniently than men?  (Coleman & Norris 2000).
One feature of the landscape of criminology is that the majority of the crimes seem to be undertaken by boys and men. However, measured the system is, women are thought to be much less involved in offending. The quantity of women who have convictions would more than likely be lower at all ages than it would be for all men. (gov.uk). Accessed (2022).
The Home Office used data from people born in 1953 and went on to state that by the age of forty – six, at least thirty – three percent of males had one conviction which compared to nine percent of females. Move forward five years, to females born in 1958, and the nine percent of the women had gone on to receive a conviction by the age of forty, compared to the thirty – two percent of all men. In their mid-forties at least one percent of females will have encountered a prison sentence, males were seven percent. In the 1990s, it was said to be found over half of men and nearly one third of women between fourteen and twenty – five acknowledged to committing one or more offences within their lifetime. (gov.uk). Accessed (2022).
This particular trust, the Prison Reform Trust have long wanted there to be a reduction in the imprisonment of women in the United Kingdom and also how responsible the criminal justice system responds to the needs of women offenders.
In 2001, after five years of funding from the National Lottery on Transforming Lives; reducing women’s imprisonment programme it came to an end. Even though this programme had come to an end, the work continues to try and reduce women in prison. There are some signs that this is working, but more still needs to be done to improve this within the criminal justice system. On just over five thousand occasions in 2020, women were imprisoned on either remand or serving a sentence.
Whilst in prison, it is believed to be said that women tend to self – harm more than men. Women make up four percent of the population of the prison services, and in 2020 it is stated that twenty – two percent had caused self – harm to themselves. Women serve more sentences for theft than anything else, more than robbery, motoring offences or sexual offences to give just a small example. These women have also likely been victims as well as offenders and over half of the female prison population went on to report that they had suffered from domestic violence. Fifty – three percent of these women state that they have also experienced physical, emotional, or even sexual abuse as children. At least seventeen thousand children are affected every year by the fact their mothers are in prison. (Prison Reform Trust). Accessed (2022).
In the year before a custody sentence, it looks like more women were to receive mental health treatment than men, a staggering ten percent difference between the sexes. The general public would tend to have about four percent of psychosis, whereas in prison it is fifteen percent for men and twenty – five percent for women. Plus, any self-inflicted deaths are likely to be just over eight and a half times more than within the general public.  (Prison Reform Trust) Accessed (2022).
At least seventy percent of all prisoners who had taken their own lives were identified as having mental health issues. Only half of these people who were screened on entry to the prison service had been found to have any form of mental health issues. Five percent of those who had been diagnosed on entering the prison service had not received any care whatsoever from the mental health teams within the prison. Within the twenty – nine percent of prisoners who had self – inflicted deaths and also had mental health issues had not been referred for further help. In the years 2016 to 2017 forty percent of prisons which had been inspected had little or no training at all for prison officers to know when a prisoner needs a referral for support from the mental health team. (Prison Reform Trust) Accessed (2022).
In 1986 Eaton’s study of Justice for Women, Family, Court and Social Control was to document all the practices which were seen to be taking place within the Magistrate’s court, this was to enable it to operate as a site of social control. The study went on to compare and contrast any of the experiences of the Magistrates court for both male and female defendants. This is concerned in ways to document how the professionals would operate within the Magistrates arena manage the site with the interest towards their clients. Eaton would go on to reveal all the ways in which the family and or the home are differently employed to portray both the circumstances and the character of both the male and female defendants in getting them to fully understand or to explain how they have broken the law.

This assignment was not as easy as it first looked. The available information was found to be mostly statistics and all female based. Lots of studies seem to have been undertaken and the majority of these studies have been completed with male and female offenders in question. Most people still believe that the male offender to be the one that tends to commit all crimes. This goes back centuries to Cesar Lombrosso and how the male population’s facial features are. Things like eyes too close together or a long nose. This was associated mostly towards the male criminal. You may also need to take into account the person’s mental state so psychology would be needed to analyse the offenders in question. When in prison, both male and female offenders should serve the same punishment regardless of the crimes that they have committed. Women campaigned for the same rights as man himself, and eventually won these rights so should be treated in the manner as they campaigned towards. 

Newburn (2007), Criminology, Devon, Willan Publishing.
Coleman & Norris (2000), Introducing Criminology, Devon, Willan Publishing.
Walklate (20004), Gender, Crime and Criminal Justice, Devon, Willan Publishing.

Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/women-and-the-criminal-justice-system-2019/women-an... (Accessed 07/04/2022)
Available at: https://www.unodc.org/undoc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/cpcj-gender.html  (Accessed 07/04/2022)
Available at: https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/research/the-evidence-base-probation/specifi...  (Accessed 13/04/2022)
Available at: https://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/whatwedo/projectsresearch/women  (Accessed 14/04/2022)
 
 
 
image1.gif




image2.png




